Revolutionary War Historic Sites within 15 miles of West Point

The Hudson Valley is one of the most historic areas of the United States, and was the key terrain of the Revolutionary War. From Saratoga to the North, to Fort Lee in northern New Jersey, the American Nation was forged in this crucible, and the center of it all is West Point. Besides fortress West Point, including Fort Putnam and Constitution Island, five major historic sites are all within a half hour drive of the U.S. Military Academy grounds: 
· Fort Montgomery Battlefield The scene of the fierce Revolutionary War battle that led to the founding of West Point. Visitors today can tour the remains of the 14 1/2 acre fortification, perched on a cliff overlooking the magnificent Hudson River. Fort Montgomery State Historic Site is not a reproduction fort; it is a genuine vestige of our nation's struggle for independence. The newly opened Visitor's Center features artifacts discovered in Fort Montgomery, mannequin displays, a 3 dimensional map model, and a 14 minute orientation film. The visitor's center is open 9 to 5, Wednesday through Sunday. Fort Montgomery grounds are open 7 days a week, sunrise to sunset.
· Stony Point Battlefield This, one of the last major Revolutionary War battles in the northeastern colonies, is where Brigadier General Anthony Wayne led his corps of Continental Light Infantry in a daring midnight attack on the British, seizing the site's fortifications and taking the British garrison as prisoners on July 16, 1779.

· Washington's Headquarters This is the nation's first publicly owned historic site. It was here that Washington rejected the idea that he should be king after the war; ended the Newburgh conspiracy, preventing military control of the government; created and awarded the Badge of Military Merit, forerunner of the Purple Heart; and circulated a letter to State Governors that influenced the writing of the Constitution.

· New Windsor Cantonment This the final encampment of George Washington's Army. In October 1782, General George Washington moved his army to New Windsor to establish winter quarters. He was accompanied by 7,000 troops including 500 women and children or "camp followers." By late December 1782, they had erected nearly 600 log huts into a "cantonment," a military enclave. It was at the New Windsor Cantonment that the cease fire orders were issued by Washington ending the eight-year War of Independence on April 19, 1783. During peak season, staff in reproduction period dress and uniforms demonstrating musket drills, blacksmithing, military medicine and camplife activities. This is also home to the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor. 

· Knox's HQ  On several occasions during the Revolutionary War, Major General Henry Knox, Commander of the America artillery, established his military headquarters at John Ellison's 1754 Georgian-style house in Vails Gate. From October 1782 until the spring of 1783, as 7,000 soldiers and 500 "camp followers" were establishing winter quarters at the New Windsor Cantonment, and General Washington was lodged at Jonathan Hasbrouck's house in Newburgh, New York, Major General Horatio Gates occupied the elegant home from which he commanded the cantonment. Here the army awaited the end of the Revolutionary War that became effective when Washington issued the cease fire orders on April 19, 1783.

Revolutionary Sites Further Afield:
· Saratoga National Park 130 miles to further to the north. The most important battle of the Revolutionary War, and perhaps in U.S. history took place in the autumn of 1777 nine miles south of Saratoga, New York. American forces met, defeated and forced a major British army to surrender. This crucial American victory renewed patriots' hopes for independence, secured essential foreign recognition and support, and forever changed the face of the world.

· Fort Lee 40 miles to the south. George Washington’s Nov. 1776 retreat from Fort Lee, now a historic park on the western terminus of the George Washington Bridge, was the impetus for Thomas Paine’s stirring pamphlet "The American Crisis" which begins “These are the times that try men's souls: The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.”
