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Greeting from West Point!  It is the second day of classes and the cadets are dressed in their black parkas w/knit hats and gloves…it is a cold day.  We are expecting snow tomorrow!  Per usual there are many things happening here as we begin a new semester.  One of the highlights is Corps of Cadets participation in the Inaugural Parade on January 20, 2009.  I have included a few facts below.
From the Inaugural Parade Fact Sheet:  

· The First Captain Cadet Benjamin Amsler of Titusville, Pa., will march with the Army Staff.  Cadet Sarah White of Cary, N.C., will command the company of cadets marching in this year’s parade.  Cadet White serves as the Deputy Brigade Commander.

· The cadets wear long gray overcoats and service caps for the Inaugural Parade.  The wearing of gray uniforms is a West Point tradition that dates to the early 1800s.  It is said the uniforms honor the victorious American soldiers who wore gray at the Battle of Chippewa in the War of 1812.  The distinctive uniform is recognized throughout the world and has earned the Corps of Cadets the famous title “The Long Gray Line”.

· In 1937, in ceremonies for the second inaugural of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Corps marched under arms with fixed bayonets for the first time.  The tradition continues and will be followed for this year’s parade.

· This is the 24th time that the U.S. Corps of Cadets has marched in an Inaugural Parade dating back to 1873.  They did not march in the 1985 Inaugural Parade as it was cancelled to due severe cold.

The following information was received from the Directorate of Cadet Activities:

· Class of 2009 graduation invitation and announcement order process is up and running thru January 14.  REMIND YOUR FIRSTIES to complete their order!

· Class of 2009 ring order and repair session (Jostens) January 20, 9:00 am-2:00 pm.
· Class of 2010 ring order session scheduled in Ike Hall February 2-6.

· Sport Parachute results for the USPA National Collegiate Parachute Championships are below.  The team performed nearly 1000 jumps with no injuries.  Count of Medal Positions out of 11 events entered:  3 – Gold; 6 – Silver; 4 – Bronze.  Full results can be seen at the link below.  http://www.uspa.org/USPAMembers/Competition/Collegiates/2008CollegiateNationalsScores/tabid/472/Default.aspx
Upcoming events to note:
· 500th Night –January 24
· Yearling Winter Weekend – January 31
· 100th Night –February 20-21
· Viva Las Vegas*West Point Women’s Club Event*Annual Fundraiser*Hotel Thayer*February 20*
7:00 pm to midnight*All proceeds are returned to the West Point and Highland Falls communities via grants and scholarships.
PPW information…As soon as I receive the information from USCC we will post it on the Parents Club website and send a note out via the WPPC Presidents/Leaders.
WPPC Conference will be April 16-17.  We will conclude the conference on Friday evening.  More details to follow.

Go ARMY!  

Deb Dalton*West Point Parents Club Coordinator*(845) 938-5650* deb.dalton@usma.edu
