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“The establishment of a military academy, upon a respectable 
and extensive basis, has ever been considered by me to be an 
object of the highest national importance.” George Washington 

December 12, 1799

Why West Point?Why West Point?
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1900

1802

2004

Serving the Nation
in peace and war



West Point:

Preparing Cadets for the Profession of “Officership”

West Point:

Preparing Cadets for the Profession of “Officership”



USMA MissionUSMA Mission

To educate, train, and inspire the Corps of Cadets so 
that each graduate is a commissioned leader of 

character committed to the values of Duty, Honor, 
Country; professional growth throughout a career as an 

officer in the United States Army; and a lifetime of 
selfless service to the Nation.



Class of 2008Class of 2008

Applicants

Admitted

Average SAT Score

Women

Minorities

International Cadets

11,887

1236

1281

197 / 16%

282 / 24%

17



International Cadet RepresentationInternational Cadet Representation

Philippines

Tunisia

Taiwan

Kyrgyz Republic

Korea

Sri Lanka

Singapore

Romania

LithuaniaEl Salvador

Colombia

Cameroon

Albania



Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs

1. Rose Hulman Institute of Technology

2. Harvey Mudd

3. Cooper Union

4. USMA & USNA

6. USAFA

Civil Engineering : USMA ranked 2d 

Mechanical Engineering: USMA ranked 5th

USMA ranked 1st among undergraduate schools USMA ranked 1st among undergraduate schools 
with toughest admissionswith toughest admissions

Sustained ExcellenceSustained Excellence



New York Times, Sunday, November 10, 2002



The West Point ExperienceThe West Point Experience

Commissioned Leaders of Character

Physical
Development

Intellectual
Development

Moral - Ethical DevelopmentMoral - Ethical Development

Military
Development





R-Day Academic Overview
28 June 2004

R-Day Academic Overview
28 June 2004

BG Daniel J. Kaufman
Dean of the Academic Board



The Goal
Leaders of Character

The Goal
Leaders of Character

Military Program Academic Program Physical Program

ONE TEAM!
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United States 
Military Academy

United States 
Military Academy

Strategic Vision - 2010Strategic Vision - 2010

Developing USMA GoalsDeveloping USMA Goals



Academic Program GoalsAcademic Program Goals
Graduates anticipate and respond effectively to the uncertainties 

of a changing technological, social, political, and economic 
world.

As Army Leaders, they:
demonstrate: Creativity

Moral Awareness
Commitment to Continued Educational Development
Clear Thinking & Effective Communication

understand: Culture
History
Patterns of Human Behavior
Mathematics and Science 
Engineering and Technology
Information Technology



Majors in 
Engineering 

Math and Science
Humanities and Social Sciences

Each with 10 to 14 Electives

Bachelor of Science Degree
Army Officer

The Academic ProgramThe Academic Program

8 Military Science 7 Physical Education

3 English 
4 History 
2 Leadership
1 Philosophy/Ethics 
2 Foreign Language
3 Social Sciences
1 Law

The 
Core

4 Math 
2 Chemistry
1 Physical Geography 
2 Information Technology
2 Physics 
3 Engineering Science/Design



The Academic Curriculum The Academic Curriculum The Academic Curriculum 

Mil Art
Integrative 

Experience

Mil ArtLawFirst 
Class

Adv Comp

LeadershipInt’l RelIT2Second

Class

For LangEconPhys GeogPhysicsProb /Stats

For LangPol SciPhilosophyPhysicsCalculus IIThird

Class

LitHistoryIT1ChemCalculus I

CompHistoryPsychChemModelingFourth

Class

Engineering 

Sequence #1
Engineering 

Sequence #2

Engineering 

Sequence #3

Elective 

for Major
Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

ElectiveElective

Elective 

for Major

Elective 

for Major



Math, Science and Engineering Math, Science and Engineering 
MajorsMajors

Nuclear Engineering    Systems Management

ENGINEERING

Civil* Electrical*       Mechanical*

Engineering Management*      Systems*

Nuclear

Environmental*Information Systems

* ABET Accredited

BASIC SCIENCES

Chemistry

Computer Science*

Operations Research

Physics

Basic Science

Mathematical Sciences

Electronic and Info Technology Systems 

Chemical Engineering 

Civil Infrastructure Systems

Engineering Psychology 

Environmental Sciences 

Geospatial Information Science

Life Science 

Mechanical Systems

Nuclear Engineering Technology

Systems Management

Environmental Geography 



Humanities and Social Sciences Humanities and Social Sciences 
MajorsMajors

HUMANITIES

Law and Legal Studies

History

Foreign Area Studies

Foreign Languages

Art, Philosophy & Literature

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Psychology

Military Art & Science

Human Geography

Political Science

Economics Leadership

Management

Sociology



Educational PhilosophyEducational Philosophy

• Provide a foundation 
for intellectual growth

• Build officer 
competence

• Develop higher order 
thinking

• Promote creativity

• Inspire a lifetime of 
self-growth and 
selfless service



The Thayer System:
What is it?

The Thayer System:
What is it?

Extensive interaction 
between instructors and 
cadets

Preparation, Engagement, 
Recitation, Evaluation, and 
Feedback



Cadet Support SystemsCadet Support Systems

• Additional Instruction 
(AI)

• Center for Enhanced 
Performance (CEP)

• Center for Teaching 
Excellence (CTE)

• Cadet Tutor Program 



Teaching

Scholarship

Cadet Development

Service

Faculty Development

Senior 
Military

18%

Rotating Military
60%

Civilian
Faculty

22%

Faculty: A Blend of ExcellenceFaculty: A Blend of Excellence



Class of 2008 Computing SystemClass of 2008 Computing System
• Dell Precision M60 Laptop

– 15.4” Screen/128MB Video 
RAM

– 1.7 GHz PM(Dothan) CPU
– 1 GB Memory
– 60 GB 7200 rpm Hard 

Drive
– CD-RW/DVD Drive
– Docking Station
– WindowsXP, Office 2003, 

Outlook
• Dell Axim 3x

– 300 MHz Intel XScale CPU
– 32 SDRAM Memory
– 240 x 320 Color Screen

• DELL A920 Printer
– Color Printer
– Copier/Scanner

• 1GB Thumb Drive



Dean’s TeamsDean’s Teams

Interdisciplinary Contest in 
Modeling

ΦΑΘ
Phi Alpha Theta

The National Honor 
Society in History

Debate Model UN Orienteering

International Law of Armed 
Conflict Competition



Key DatesKey DatesKey Dates

31 May 2008Graduation

6 October 2005Core engineering sequence selection

NLT 1 October 2005Selection of major/FOS

8 October 2004

16 – 18 October 2004

Term End Schedule Published

Plebe Parent weekend

16 August 2004Start of academics

3 – 16 July 2004Academic placement and validations



The OutcomeThe Outcome

Commissioned Leaders of CharacterCommissioned Leaders of Character



BG Leo A. Brooks, Jr. 
Commandant of Cadets
BG Leo A. Brooks, Jr. 

Commandant of Cadets



4th Class Acad Year
Team Member/Follower

3rd Class Acad Year
Team Leader

2nd Class Acad Year
Cadet NCO

Squad Leader

1st Class Acad Year
Corps Officer

The West Point ExperienceThe West Point Experience



• To instruct, train, and 
inspire the New Cadets in 
order to transition them 
from civilians to cadets 
and soldiers

• To provide a powerful 
leadership experience for 
the Upper-Class Cadets

Cadet Basic Training 2004
Objectives

Cadet Basic Training 2004Cadet Basic Training 2004
ObjectivesObjectives



• Assembled great team from ’05 & ’06

• Have completed intensive preparation process

• Ready to train, and inspire, the Class of 2008

• Motivated to lead the Corps

• Assembled great team from ’05 & ’06

• Have completed intensive preparation process

• Ready to train, and inspire, the Class of 2008

• Motivated to lead the Corps

CBT 2004
Cadet Cadre

CBT 2004
Cadet Cadre



CBT 2004 - Transition to CadetCBT 2004 - Transition to Cadet

Learning the 
Standards of the 

Profession



CBT 2004 - Transition to SoldierCBT 2004 - Transition to Soldier

Learning the Skills 
of the Profession



Video #1Video #1



Safety First!Safety First!

• Committed to safe, secure 
training environment

• Daily sick call

• Clinic in cadet area

• Fully-staffed hospital

• Medics on training sites

• Close watch on weather



DO KNOW BE

Soldierization
Select

Pre-Commissioning
Tasks                      

Army Customs
Traditions

Basic Knowledge 

Motivated
Inspired

Cadetization
Duties as

Fourth Class
Cadets

USMA Heritage
&

Fourth Class
Knowledge

Proud
Good Followers

Respectful
Responsive
Principled

Endstate for CBT 2004 New CadetsEndstate for CBT 2004 New Cadets



Video #2 (ice fishing)Video #2 (ice fishing)



• Chain of Command

• Cadet Counseling Unit

• Center for Personal Development

• Chaplains

• Cadet Health Clinic

Cadet Personal Support ServicesCadet Personal Support Services



Video #3Video #3



• Our programs are tough, challenging and 
standards-based.

• Our practices are focused on current and future 
Army requirements and missions.

• You send us great young men and women – we 
will develop them into officers and leaders 
for the world’s greatest Army.

Bottom Line…Bottom Line…



Cadet Basic Training 2004Cadet Basic Training 2004

CDT CPT CDT CPT JaysonJayson WilliamsWilliams



• MORNING
– 0500 WAKE UP
– 0530 REVEILLE FORMATION
– 0530-0655 PHYSICAL TRAINING
– 0655-0725 PERSONAL MAINTENANCE
– 0730-0815 BREAKFAST
– 0830-1245 TRAINING/CLASSES

• AFTERNOON
– 1300-1345 LUNCH
– 1400-1545 TRAINING/CLASSES
– 1600-1730 ORGANIZED ATHLETICS
– 1730-1755 PERSONAL MAINTENANCE
– 1800 RETREAT FORMATION
– 1800-1845 DINNER

• EVENING
– 1900-2100 TRAINING/CLASSES
– 2100-2200 COMMANDER’S TIME
– 2200 TAPS

A Typical Day in Cadet Basic TrainingA Typical Day in Cadet Basic Training



Contact with your New CadetContact with your New Cadet

• Write letters
– No food in packages

• No cell phones, 
handhelds, pagers, 
computers, etc.

• 3 phone calls in CBT
• No visitors
• Emergency – Central 

Guard Room (845) 938-
3030
– New Cadet’s full name and 

company











C, D, G, H

Road Block

A
, B, E, F,

Road Block

Road Block

OATH CEREMONY
30 JUNE 2003

Reviewing Party

H
ATrophy Point

First Aid

Water Point

Color
Guard

H ABCDEFG
MAJOR GENERAL
JOHN SEDGWICK

MONUMENT

PRESS AREA

See Insert!

GENERAL PUBLIC GENERAL PUBLIC



H
9 across
16 deep

A
9 Across
16 Deep

B
9 Across
16 Deep

C
9 Across
16 Deep

D
9 Across
16 Deep

Color
Guard

E
9 Across
16 Deep

F
9 Across
16 Deep

G
9 Across
16 Deep

After Ceremony
Units March off
4 Across, 36 Deep

MAJOR GENERAL
JOHN SEDGWICK

MONUMENT

TWO PT STANDS
DOIM AND ACADEMY
PHOTO TV.

PRESS AREA

PUBLIC AREA

PUBLIC AREA

VIP SEATING



Keep In Mind The Goal – 31 May 2008!Keep In Mind The Goal – 31 May 2008!



R-Day 1967R-Day 1967



What to ExpectWhat to Expect

• Our commitment to take care of each cadet

– Chain of command

– Cadet support systems

• Plenty of physical and mental challenges

• Limited communication

• Limited free time during fall semester 

• Stress



• Support your cadet 
(plebe year is the toughest)

• Understand and reinforce USMA’s 
ethical goals

• Be sensitive to our roles

How you can helpHow you can help



Supe’s AdviceSupe’s Advice

• Visit USMA’s Web Page





Supe’s AdviceSupe’s Advice

• Visit USMA’s Web Page

• Watch internet rumors
To: YoDawg@all.net

From: sam@rumor.com

Subject: Plain Truth!!
----------------

I just heard that the Supe 
has decided to pave the 
Plain!



Supe’s AdviceSupe’s Advice

• Visit USMA’s Web Page

• Watch internet rumors

• Use the TACs



Supe’s AdviceSupe’s Advice

• Visit USMA’s Web Page

• Watch internet rumors

• Use the TACs

• Join your Parents’ Club



CommunicationsCommunications

• Telephone: cadets may call 3 times during CBT

– 1st phone call: no later than July 11th

– 2nd phone call: July 18th

– 3rd phone call: no later than August 3rd

• Mail: cadets will begin receiving daily mail delivery on 
June 30th

• Central Guard Room

• Email



Clubs and TeamsClubs and TeamsClubs and Teams
Orienteering Team – 2004 Varsity National    
Champions 6 cadets selected for national team

Boxing – 3d in nation in 2004; 6 All-Americans, 
CDT Wes Baer (’05) national heavyweight 
champion 

Parachute Team – 2004 national champions 

Pistol team: 4 All-Americans at 2004 national 
championships

Fencing – 2nd in 2004 national club championship

Women’s Team Handball – Bronze medal in 
2004 College National Championship

Amy Bauer, Triathlon TeamCadet Andrew Cadet Andrew KommKomm, ‘07, ‘07



2004 ARMY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE2004 ARMY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE2004 ARMY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date Opponent

Sept. 11 LOUISVILLE* 
Sept. 18 at Houston* 
Sept. 25 at Connecticut 
Oct. 2 TCU* 
Oct. 9 CINCINNATI* 
Oct. 16 at USF* 
Oct. 30 at East Carolina* 
Nov. 6 AIR FORCE 
Nov. 13 at Tulane* 
Nov. 20 UAB* 
Dec. 4 Navy (CBS-TV) 

*Conference USA Game



Key Dates:Key Dates:

• CBT March Back –August 10

• Acceptance Parade – August 14

• Army Football vs Louisville – September 11

• Plebe Parent weekend -- 16 - 18 Oct ‘04

See the Parents’ Information Flyer for more 
information



Questions?Questions?


