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By Joe Senger
Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security

West Point will have parking 
and force protection measures in 
effect in support of Independence 
Day activities over the July 4 
weekend.

The Village of Highland Falls 
is staging their Friday parade in 
the right lane of Swift Road from 
Thayer Gate, to and including the 
large parking lot at the north end of 
Buffalo Soldier Field. 

The staging begins at 2:30 p.m. 

and the parade begins at 3:30 p.m. 
Traffic leaving the installation 

from Thayer Gate will be restricted 
to the inner (left) lane of Swift Road. 
While the parade units are forming 
up, traffic may be stopped on Swift 
Road for several minutes at a time.

The West Point Band is hosting 
a concert and fireworks display at 
Trophy Point beginning at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday.

 Parking is available at Buffalo 
Soldier Field, the South Dock area 
and along Thayer Road. 

Clinton, Doubleday and the 
Tennis Court lots are reserved for 
handicapped parking. 

There will be no parking allowed 
along the Thayer Extension by 
Trophy Point and at the First Class 

Club parking lot. 
Howard  Road f rom the 

intersection with Ruger Road 
down to the North Dock area 
and Pitcher Road from the Upton 
intersection down to North Dock 
will be blocked off beginning at 5 
p.m. Friday.

Jefferson Road and Scott Place 
will also be blocked off. 

Traffic will be stopped on 
Cullum Road in the vicinity of 
Trophy Point for several minutes 
at a time during the evening in 
support of the concert. 

In the event of inclement 
weather, the concert will take 
place on Saturday.

Incoming traffic at Stony 
Lonesome and Thayer gates will 

be extremely heavy beginning early 
Saturday afternoon. 

Members of the work force 
who have a DOD decal and CAC 
card/military ID card and who wish 
to attend the concert should use 
Washington Gate.

All West Point personnel are 
reminded that the effectiveness 
of West Point’s force protection 
program depends in large part on 
the personal involvement of the 
community members. 

DPTMS asks that everyone 
remain vigilant, maintain situational 
awareness and report any suspicious 
activity to the Provost Marshal’s 
Office immediately at 938-3333.  

Have  a  sa fe  and  happy 
Independence Day weekend. 

July 4 weekend activities force protection info

Departments of Defense, 
Education sign agreement
By Margaret McKenzie
FMWRC Public Affairs

WASHINGTON -- Deputy 
Secretary of Defense Gordon 
England and Deputy Secretary of 
Education Raymond Simon signed 
an agreement at the Pentagon, 
June 25, to work together to ease 
transition challenges for military 
children.

T h e  M e m o r a n d u m  o f 
Understanding formalizes the 
partnership between the two 
agencies. 

The agreement is designed to 
establish a collaborative framework 
between the Department of Defense 
and the Department of Education 
to address the unique challenges 
military children face as they 
transition from one school to another 
as their parents are assigned to 
different installations.

“We have a long-standing, 
positive working relationship with 
the Department of Education,” 
England said. “The on-going 
relocation within the Department of 
Defense has created an urgent need 
to enrich and expand this relationship 

and other partnerships with military-
connected communities to ensure 
the best possible educational 
opportunities for military students. 
This memorandum of understanding 
strengthens that partnership.”

England said his children are 
products of the public school system 
and that he graduated from the 
University of Maryland. 

“I will tell you something about 
our magnificent men and women 
who serve this great nation,” England 
said. “They will give their lives and 
limbs for their country; they will not 
sacrifice their children.”

He said children of military 
members have the right to an 
outstanding education and will not 
relocate where they don’t have good 
schools.

“That is where they draw the line 
and they are right,” England said. 
“Their children deserve to have a 
good education and so we have an 
obligation both as a department and 
as a nation to make sure not just the 
children of the military, but frankly 
all the children of the United States 
of America get the absolutely finest 

Marching to oath ceremony
Cadet Basic Training cadre lead the 1,292 new cadet members of the Class of 2012 along 
Washington Road to Battle Monument, where they were sworn in by Commandant of Cadets 
Brig. Gen. Michael Linnington Monday. The new class inlcudes 27 combat veterans who have 
served in Iraq, Afghanistan or both, 280 minority candidates and 14 international cadets. 
(Story and more photos on pages 8-9)                                                    Eric S. Bartelt/PV
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The members of the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program are Col. Jeanette McMahon, 
Shelley Ariosto (Garrison), Dan Toohey (Victim Advocate), Maj. Maria Burger (USCC), Maj. Kim 
Kawamoto (ODIA) and Lt. Col. Tasha Williams (Dean).

Community members can e-mail McMahon at Jeanette.McMahon@usma.edu for advice or to offer any 
recommendations on the program here.

Cadets can also call the sexual assault support helpline at (845) 591-7215. West Point Soldiers and 
civilians needing assistance can call (845) 938-3369.

Six receive Purple Hearts at KACH ceremony 
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 SolutioN, see page 12

Story and photo by 
Kathy eastwood

Keller  Army Community 
Hospital awarded six Purple Hearts 
and 17 campaign medals June 26 
at the 49’er Lodge at their annual 
redeployment ceremony. 

The Purple Hearts were awarded 
for actions in both Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom.

The ceremony honored the 
sacrifi ces and dedication of these 
outstanding Soldiers and their 
Families in their support of the 
Global War on Terrorism. The 
combat wounded Soldiers who 
were formally awarded the Purple 
Heart. 

Most of the awardees are 
assigned to the Warrior Transition 

Unit. Six of those recognized 
will be returning to their jobs at 
KACH after returning from their 
deployments.

Guest speakers were Maj. (Ret) 
Bob Gallagher, who served in 
Korea and in Vietnam as an advisor 
in 1966 and then Thailand from 
1969-1970; Walter E. Hughes, who 
served in World War II, and Mike 
Ali who served in the Marine Corp 
sin 1966 in Vietnam. Currently Ali 
works for the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart at the National 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor in 
New Windsor, N.Y., as a veterans 
advocate and military adviser.

KACH currently has seven 
deployed Soldiers and to show 
appreciation for their Families, the 
wives of those deployed received 
fl owers at the event. 

Six Soldiers were awarded the Purple heart at Kach’s annual redeployment ceremony honoring 
these  and other Soldiers who have been redeployed to West Point. they are (from left to right) 
maj. chris domer, who also received a Bronze Star; 1st lt. robert Burke; Sgt. robert carroll; 
Sgt. Quinn duncan; Spc. chris guidry, who was awarded his second Purple heart; and Spc. 
James martinez. Six Soldiers at the event will return to their positions at Kach, while the rest 
are assigned to the Warrior transition unit.   
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Writers offered prize opportunity

JUNE changes (as of 07/01)
C  FUND	         +0.41 percent
 I  FUND	            -1.63 percent
 S FUND	            +0.05 percent

Delivery problems?
For PV home delivery problems contact 

Charlene Martin at the Poughkeepsie 
Journal at (845) 437-4730 or by e-mail 
at cmmartin@poughkee.gannett.com.

AGREEMENT con’t from page 1

Local and National News

education.”
Thousands of military students 

are moving as a result of base 
realignments and closures, global 
rebasing and other force structure 
changes. 

Of the 1.2 million school-age 
military students, only 8 percent 
attend DOD schools.  

The remaining 92 percent attend 
America’s public, charter, private, 
independent and parochial schools 
across the nation. 

In his opening remarks, Simon 
talked about his participation in 
a school accreditation process 
in Germany and a meeting of 

the advisory council on military 
dependents education he attended.

“The one thing I took away 
from that meeting was the absolute 
commitment from command and 
senior leadership of our Armed 
Forces for a quality education 
for their children,” he said. “That 
commitment included the personal 
attendance, for several hours, of the 
commanding general of the U.S. 
Army in Europe.”

For him and for the other 
commanders present, access to 
the finest schools with the most 
outstanding teachers for their 
children was non-negotiable.

DALLAS -- School may be 
out for the summer, but the Army 
& Air Force Exchange Service has 
one more assignment for military 
dependents. 

The “Back-To-School Essay 
Contest” will give students in 
the first through 12th grades the 
opportunity to submit an essay of 
200 words or less on “What AAFES 
means to me and my family.”

“Most military dependents have 
been shopping at AAFES for their 
entire lives,” said Chief Marketing 
Officer Richard Sheff. 

“As a result, we are anticipating 
some very good essays from these 
young students on what the benefit 
means both to them as well as to 

WEST POINT, N.Y. -- A Soldier 
assigned to the U.S. Military 
Academy died late Sunday night. 

Sergeant Johan Bastardo, an 
administrative non-commissioned 
officer assigned to the office of  the 
Secretary of the General Staff, was 
found dead in his car by the New 
York State Police on the Taconic 
State Parkway in Columbia County, 
N.Y.  

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the entire Bastardo family 
during this difficult time,” said 
Command Sgt.  Maj.  Martin 
Wells.

T h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  u n d e r 
investigation. 

M e m o r i a l  a n d  f u n e r a l 
arrangements were not available 
at press time.

Soldier dies in 
Columbia County

WTU Soldier passes in Fishkill
WEST POINT, N.Y. -- A Soldier 

assigned to the Warrior Transition 
Unit at West Point  was found dead 
June 26. 

Staff Sgt. Kapra Quain, a 
musician reassigned here in April 
from the 10th Mountain Division, 
Fort Drum WTU, was found in her 
apartment in Fishkill, N.Y. She had 
been suffering from a long-term 
illness.

“Staff Sgt. Quain, while recently 

reassigned to our unit, will be 
greatly missed. The prayers and 
best wishes of all our Soldiers and 
staff go out to her family during 
this time of great loss,” said Capt. 
Curtis Edwards, commander of the 
West Point WTU. 

T h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  u n d e r 
investigation.

M e m o r i a l  a n d  f u n e r a l 
arrangements were not available 
at press time.

their families,” he continued.
The essay contest, which runs 

through Aug. 31, consist sof four 
categories (1st-3rd, 4th-6th, 7th-9th 
and 10th-12th grades) with three 
winners from each category. 

First place winners in each of 
the four age category will receive 
a computer.

The second place winners will 
be awarded $500 savings bonds, 
while $200 savings bonds will be 
issued to third place winners.

Complete  rules, including  
re lease  forms and speci f ic 
instructions on submitting essays, 
are available at www.aafes.com 
under the Patriot Family Connection 
link.
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Community Features and Photos

Story and photo by 
Lt. Col. John Graham
Dept. of Behavioral Sciences 
and Leadership

 
So, you have been through an 

intense instructor selection process, 
earned an advanced degree and 
have completed West Point in-
processing. 

You are ready to assume 
instructor status and start teaching 
cadets, right? Wrong!

June marked the start of Faculty 
Development Workshops across 
the academy. Within each Dean’s 
department,  newly assigned 
instructors are put through a 
month of indoctrination, testing 
and conferences to turn them 
into West Point instructors. The 
Dept. of Behavioral Sciences and 
Leadership was the first to start 
the process.

“Our new military instructors 
actually have to be untrained of the 
habit of using the ‘task, condition, 
standard’ Army training model 
and start using an educational 
and critical thinking model of 
instruction,” said Lt. Col. Irving 
Smith, BS&L workshop director. 
“The new civilian instructors, 
on the other hand, get their first 
exposure to the ‘Thayer Method’ 
and are taught the basics of military 
life. We want our instructors to use 
their knowledge to create adaptive 

USMA Kicks off Department Faculty Development Workshops
military leaders, not cadets that can 
parrot classroom information.”

The ‘Thayer Method’ is a West 
Point-unique instructional method 
developed by Sylvanias Thayer 
during his tenure as Superintendent 
from 1817-1833. Under the ‘Thayer 
Method’ cadets are required to brief 
the lesson and apply theory to real-
world problems in front of the class. 
Many academic institutions have 
tried the method, but only USMA 
has perfected it.  

“The ‘Thayer Method’ puts a 
lot of pressure on the instructor 
preparation to steer and guide 
students instead of simply flip ping 
slides and lecturing,” said Maj. Bart 
Wilkinson, new general psychology 
instructor. “You have to be ready 
for every direction a cadet might 
take during discussion.”

Compared to the other service 
academies, West Point’s Workshop 
is the longest and is considered the 
most intense. 

“We work with Army Human 
Resources Command to ensure 
every new instructor arrives in 
early summer for the workshop,” 
said Col. Donna Brazil, BS&L 
Academy Professor. “It says a lot 
about how committed the U.S. 
Army is to cadet and future leader 
development that each instructor is 
sent to USMA two months prior to 
academic classes.”

The workshop splits time 

between class preparation and 
West Point indoctrination. Every 
instructor gets up in front of 
their peers and presents classes 
as if there were cadets present. 
Experienced instructors provide 
critical feedback and offer methods 
that have worked for them.  

“We also take the new instructors 
on staff rides to observe R-Day, 
participate in Camp Buckner 
and get to know the West Point 
installation,” said Maj. Kandice 
Daffin, BS&L workshop lead 
instructor. “Sometimes we take 
pictures of the cadets in training 
that we use in the classroom as 
lesson examples.”

In general, the new instructors 
put in 10-14 hour days during 
FDW. “The workshop schedules 
approximately five to six hours a day 
for meetings and class rehearsals,” 
said Maj. KeKe Langkamp, BS&L 
advanced leadership instructor. 
“However, the new instructors 
have to complete all of the readings 
and assignments they plan to 
give to their cadets.” Many new 
instructors say it takes five to seven 
hours to prepare for one class and, 

with 40 lessons for each semester, 
that is a lot of preparation. 

For new instructors, moving 
to West Point so early in the 
summer may mean living in local 
hotels until on-post housing is 
available. However, all agree that 
the commitment is necessary. 

“I am glad USMA has prepared 

this experience,” said Maj. Donnie 
LaGrange, new BS&L instructor, 
who recently arrived from Texas. 
“The cadets will receive better 
instruction and we (instructors) will 
be more confident in the classroom 
… and West Point will continue to 
produce the leaders that guide our 
nation.”

Ericka Rovira, Ph.D., explains how to use psychology classroom 
study aids to newly assigned instructor Lt.Col. James Merlo.  
Faculty Development Workshop reviews classroom materials 
and techniques that work well for cadet learning.



5July 3, 2008

The move has begun
Community Features and Photos

West Point kids join Corps
The “drive” to college will be a short one and not much 
packing of “stuff” will be necessary for 13 young people 
who reside with their parents at West Point. The “West 
Pointers” checked in with the Directorate of Admissions 
one more time June 23 and had a photo taken. They are 
(from left to right): row 1 - Jim Phillips and Jon Haveron; 
row 2 - Marc Johnson, Kirby Kastner, Tim Griggs and Alison 
McKearn, who is going to USMAPS, and row 3 - Thomas 
Dalton, Kevin Keating and Armondo Peralta. Not available 
for photo are Kelsie McNett, Brian Meese, Ben Johnson and 
Michael Kilby.	                                                 DAD photo

Cecil Jones from Clancy Moving Systems from Patterson 
N.Y., helps move some of the approximately 350,000 books 
in the circulating collections and reference sections from 
the old Cadet Library to Jefferson Hall, directly opposite 
the present library. The books are only a part of what  must 
be moved, as the library also has a variety of sculptures 
and paintings throughout its many rooms. The new facility 
contains 148,000 square feet and will be home to the Center 
for Enhanced Performance, the Center for Teaching Excellence 
and the Library. The almost-completed Jefferson Hall is 
six stories high, has 10 meeting rooms and is designed to 
modernize library and learning center functions. It will have 
wireless access to allow cadets to log onto the library’s 
network using their  laptop computers. The basement and 
first floor of the old library will be used to house the library’s 
archives and special collections while the rest of the building 
will be renovated to be used for chemistry and physics 
classrooms and laboratories. Jefferson Hall is slated to open 
Aug. 18 with a grand opening ceremony Sept. 24.    		
					            Kathy Eastwood/PV

THINK SAFETY
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Boy Scout Troop 23 raises donations through Hike-A-Thon

Now new cadet Charles Briseno 
(former Spc.) received his 
appointment to the academy 
June 4 while in Afghanistan.

Briseno’s opportune timing leads to academy appointment
Story and photo by 
Eric S. Bartelt

Life is full of paths and the 
ultimate course a person takes in 
life is determined by the direction 
taken during the most opportune 
time, recognizing the moment and 
taking advantage of it when the 
moment comes calling.

New cadet (then Spc.) Charles 
Briseno’s moment came as he was 
drawing security, reconnaissance 
and surveillance in a pathway 
in the mountains of Afghanistan 
as a cavalry scout for Charlie 
Troop, 1st Platoon, 1st Squadron, 
91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd 
Airborne Brigade Combat Team 
out of Vicenza, Italy.

The 22-year-old from George 
West, Texas, left college after a 
year at Coastal Bend College, 
where he was studying drafting 
and design, to join the Army. 
Although he wanted to eventually 
get an engineering degree, he 
joined the Army along with a 
good friend because, ‘I didn’t have 
anything better to do,’ especially 
growing up in a rural South Texas 
community with a lot of dirt 
roads.

Challenges come in many 
ways and from different directions 
and Briseno’s challenge for more 
than 13 months until June 12 was 
to serve his unit in Afghanistan 
near the border of Pakistan.

The enemy was ever present 
in the Konar Province within the 
Asmar District where he served. 
Briseno believed his unit did a great 
job at foiling counterinsurgency 
while also trying to protect convoys 
through a valley area surrounded 
by mountainous terrain.

From time to time, moments 
got a little tense and, while 
Briseno was involved with many 
operations where they could 
hear enemy chatter through their 
frequencies, it got touchy when the 
mortar rounds would come in.

“We were on a hillside with 
a castle, and we didn’t have any 
cots left so I took my shoes off and 
I’m laying down on a litter when I 
hear this, ‘thung,’ and I was like, 
‘what was that,’” Briseno said. “I 
just about closed my eyes, when 
I decided to roll off the litter and 
all you hear was this whistle, and 
then I was like, ‘Oh, my God,’ and 
started rolling in the dirt.

“Then the next thing I do is get 

up and it’s like a fireworks display,” 
he added. “It was so loud and you 
felt it resonate in your body.”

While close calls were a part of 
the job in Afghanistan for his unit, 
his executive officer wasn’t as lucky 
in a close call moment.

First Lt. John Meyer’s platoon 
was ambushed when he was the 
platoon leader and took many 
causalities. In fact, half of the 
platoon received Purple Hearts for 
their actions. 

Briseno talked to Meyer about 
those tense moments and got to 
know him a little, and it was then 
he also became familiar with West 
Point.

“I really respected him because 
I knew what he had been through. 
He made the right decisions and got 
his guys out of there alive,” Briseno 
explained. “He would always say to 
me, ‘lead from the front,’ and that’s 
the one thing I really remember from 
all the things he told me -- it really 
stuck in my head and I think he is 
a prime example of leading from 
the front.

“First Lt. Meyer turned out to be 
a role model for me, a person I could 
look up to,” he added.

Briseno told Meyer he wanted 
to get out of the Army, go back 
to school and then become an 
officer, so Meyer suggested West 
Point. Meyer, a 2005 U.S. Military 
Academy graduate, got him started 
on the application process for West 
Point, which Briseno began in 
February.

The big reason for his decision 
to come to West Point was because 
he wanted a new challenge in his life 
and decided, ‘you only live once.’

“I didn’t want to hit my mid-life 
crisis wondering what the heck I was 
doing with my life,” Briseno said. 
“So I put in for the packet.”

Briseno did well on his ACT 
and SAT scores. However, he didn’t 
honestly think he was going to get 
into the academy because of his 
low high school grades and what he 
classified as his ‘rebellious youth.’

“I got into trouble a lot when I 
was 16, 17 and 18, and I don’t regret 
it because everybody grows up and 
learns from their own mistakes,” 
Briseno remarked. “But I’m here 
now.”

Briseno received his acceptance 
letter to the academy June 4 and was 
on his way out of Afghanistan eight 
days later. While he feels ecstatic 
about coming to the academy, he 

feels a little dejected leaving his 
unit behind.

“This is the best opportunity 
that anybody can have and a lot of 
doors are open for me now,” he said. 
“I just have to act on it and do what 
I know I can do. The hardest part of 
all this is leaving Afghanistan and 
leaving my friends, because they 
are still there until the end of July. 
I will miss them.”

As a combat veteran, one of 27 
in the Class of 2012 that started 
Monday and 14 who were directly 
admitted from combat assignments, 
Briseno hopes to impart some 
advice to his younger classmates 
who are away from home for the 
first time, since more than three-
fourths of the class came directly 
from high school.

“I would tell  them to be 
disciplined, keep your mouth shut, 
look at somebody when they are 
talking to you, do what you are told 
and always try hard,” Briseno said. 
“If you need to talk to anybody, find 
someone who is going through the 
same thing you are and talk about 
it to each other.”

While Briseno could be jealous 
of those same kids who may be 
smarter than he is and received 
congressional appointments, he 
feels honored because he got to 
the academy through people who 

knew him best.
“ T h a t ’s  a  b i g  d e a l  - - 

receiving a recommendation 
from a congressman, but I got a 
recommendation from my chain of 
command, which I think is better,” 
Briseno remarked. “A congressman 
doesn’t know me, but my platoon 
leader knows me, my squad leader 
knows me, my commander knows 
me and knows what I’m capable of 
and that’s important to me.”

Briseno’s story might be the 
same as the other combat veterans 
in this class, those who are now on 
a life-altering path toward a greater 
leadership role in their lives. 

Major Jeff Coulon, USMA 
Soldier Admissions Officer, 
believes it’s an integral part of the 
academy’s success nowadays to 
get Soldiers, like Briseno, who’ve 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“Their experiences are felt here 
at the academy,” Coulon said. “No 
matter how deep their experience is 
or how long their experience was in 
the active Army, they are bringing 
a wealth of knowledge that can be 
used to help other cadets.

“I think having those combat 
veterans in the classrooms and in 
the field (during CBT Training) 
adds to the younger cadets’ abilities 
to be able to get through a tough 
situation,” Coulon added. “They 

share their stories and experiences 
of what they were doing in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and the young kids 
see that there are Soldiers, mentors 
who are able to stand in front of 
their peers, who are now trying to 
become officers and they can tell 
them what it is like to serve in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.”
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A new cadet who went to 
the U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School (above) bids 
farewell to his mother during 
R-Day. R-Day is the beginning 
of the six-week Cadet Basic 
Training for the new members 
of the USMA Class of 2012. 
Overall, 1,292 new cadets 
took the oath that will begin 
their a 47-month journey to 
earn them a commission into 
the Army.  SPC. VINCENT FUSCO/PAO

A new cadet salutes the first sergeant of his Cadet Basic Training Company Monday during Reception Day at West Point. He is 
one of 1,292 new cadet members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2012.                                        SPC. VINCENT FUSCO/PAO

The Dawn of a new classThe Dawn of a new class
R-DAYR-DAY

By Eric S. Bartelt

Bewilderment was the order 
of the day as upper class cadets 
barked out commands to the 
perplexed members of the new 
U.S. Military Academy Class of 
2012 at Reception Day Monday at 
West Point.

T h e  1 , 2 9 2  n e w  c a d e t s , 
including 14 international cadets 
and 27 combat veterans, began their 
47-month journey toward their goal 
of becoming members of the ‘Long 
Gray Line.’

The best of the best of more 
than 10,000 applicants are now 
running the gauntlet and facing, 
most likely, the stiffest test of their 
young lives. 

Firstie Sarah Scarlato, the 
Cadet Basic Training detail one 
commander, feels the experience 
is a culture shock for many of 
them, mostly the high school 
candidates.

“Coming from high school to 
West Point is a pretty signifi cant 
change, especially today,” Scarlato 
said. “They separate from their 
parents, then there is a new 
schedule, the uniforms, the haircut. 
So the culture shock is defi nitely 
something that’s going to be hard 
for them, but we’re here to help that 
transition.”

However, do the new cadets see 
it as help within their transition when 
someone is in their face pointing 
out all their fl aws? Pointing out 
their fl aws is the building block to 
the overall picture,which is to build 
their confi dence and composure for 
a lifetime of leadership.

“We’re not trying to shock them, 
we’re trying to get them ready for 
what’s coming this summer and 
so they can have confi dence and 
composure no matter what they 
do,” said Firstie Doug Cannon, a 
CBT cadre member. “They will 
be shaken up, but it’s a whole new 
lifestyle. Basically, R-Day is to get 
them ready for that, get them in the 
right mindset and change their state 
of mind, because it’s not going to 
be easy … they need to focus and 
put all their energy into it.”

Cannon drew from his own 
experiences when he arrived at the 
academy in June 2005 from Las 
Vegas, Nev., and had to handle the 
fast-paced environment. Of course, 
R-Day is much more pleasurable 
when you are on the other side of 
the yelling and guiding.

“I can remember being a new 
cadet tripping through my words 
and everything that I was supposed 
to say,” Cannon explained. “It’s 
nice to be on the other end now 
and to be able to have some input 

on how these new cadets are shaped 
because we’re the fi rst faces they 
get to see.

“We’re shaping the way they 
will think about the academy,” he 
added, “from here on out.”

R-Day is another building 
block for the cadet cadre in their 
leadership development and it’s 
the initial step for the new cadets. 
While the day may not be always 
remembered as favorable in their 
future, it is still one of the most 
signifi cant days of the new cadets’ 
lives. 

Matt Dillon Jr., from Ashburn, 
Va., has been looking forward to his 
West Point experience, although he 
still felt, “very nervous, but anxious 
to get started.” After his research 
on the academy, he knew it was 
for him as, “the campus blew me 
away.”

Dillon’s dad, Matt Dillon 
Sr., is very proud of his son and 
considered it a big accomplishment 
for him to receive an appointment 
to West Point. He knows West 
Point will do wonders for his high 
school boy.

“He comes in as a boy,” Dillon 
Sr. said, “and will go home as a 
man.”

(Editor’s notes: Spc. Vincent 
Fusco, PAO, contributed to this 
story.)  

Cow Cary Cohan helps a new cadet render a salute during R-Day Monday.                 ERIC S. BARTELT/PV

New cadets study the New Cadet Handbook whenever they can during R-Day.  ERIC S. BARTELT/PV

New cadets (r ight) take 
the Oath of Allegiance as 
they promise to fulfill their 
obligation of four years at the 
U.S. Military Academy and 
five years as an officer in the 
Army.    ERIC S. BARTELT/PV

A new cadet and his company mates keep highly motivated by sounding off.    ERIC S. BARTELT/PV
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Army Emergency Relief celebrated the raising of $88,000 
during its 2008 campaign with a cake and by recognizing  
key volunteers for their efforts Tuesday. Pictured are (from 
left) Baron Henry, AER Coordinator; Garrison Commander 
Col. Dan Bruno; Staff Sgt. Marcia Conti, Military Police; 
Louise Ennesser, ACS Administrative Assistant; Sgt. 1st 
Class Geraldine Hall, Staff Judge Advocate; and Sgt. 1st 
Class Richard Phillips, Keller Army Community Hospital. 	
				           Elizabeth Harrington/FMWR

To see other 
activities, go to 

www.
westpointmwr.com.

FMWR Blurbs
Community Leisure

BOSS Poker Tournament
Don’t miss the BOSS Poker 

Tournament at Buffalo Soldier 
Pavilion July 11. 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. This 
event is open to the entire West 
Point community. For info, call 
938-6497.

Junior Golf Clinic
The West Point Golf Course 

Junior Golf Clinic runs July 14 
through 18 and is open to ages 8 
years and up.  

Space is limited to 45 students 
on a first come, first served basis. 

Other sessions will be offered 
this season. 

For info, call 938-2435.

ITR Trip
Join ITR for a visit to Coney 

Island, the New York Aquarium and 
Astroland in Brooklyn Monday. 

The trip will leave West Point 
at 9 a.m. and return 4 p.m. 

Call ITR at 938-3601 for more 
info.

Ballroom Dancing
There will be ballroom dancing 

at the West Point Club July 20 from 
noon to 4 p.m. 

Come dance the afternoon 
away in the Grand Ballroom. 

A summer luncheon buffet and 
cash bar will be available. 

Entertainment is by Carmelo 
Liardi. 

For more info, call 938-5120.

CYS Summer Boat Ride
The Child and Youth Services 

Summer Boat Ride is July 18 and 
is open to those who have just 
completed 8th grade at West Point 
Middle, Highland Falls Middle and 
Garrison Middle Schools.  

Boarding begins at South Dock 
at 1:30 p.m. and the boat returns 
at 4 p.m.  

A permission slip is required.  
Call 938-3727 for more info.

Crandall Pool
Please note that the FMWR 

community swim program at 
Crandall Pool will be cancelled 
from Sunday through July 25 
to accommodate ODIA summer 
camps.

Childcare Co-op
The childcare co-op at the 

FMWR Fitness Center is open 

Monday-Friday from 8:45-11:15 
a.m.  in accordance with the West 
Point Elementary School calendar 
to parents with FMWR Fitness 
Center and CDC/YS privileges.  

You must complete a brief 
VCCUS Training administered 
by the CDC and children must be 
registered with CDC/YS.   

For info, call 446-5140. 

Army Ten-Miler sponsorship
The Army Ten-Miler Race is in 

Washington D.C., Oct. 5. 
FMWR is sponsoring four 

Active Duty runners to represent 
West Point. 

Qualification requirements 
and applications are online at 
westpointmwr.com. 

The application deadline is July 
15. For info, call 938-6497.

Operation Purple Healing 
Adventure

Operation Purple Healing 
Adventure is Aug. 18-22 at Camp 
Ascca, Ala. and promises a week of 
fun family-centered activities with 
opportunities for individual, as well 
as couples seminars and activities.  

Participation is limited to 
servicemembers who have been 
wounded in support of the Global 
War on Terrorism and have been in 
recovery from their wounds, injury 
or illness for at least one year.  

Applications are available 

online at www.nmfa.org

Post Library 
The Post Library still has space 

available for the Summer Reading 
Program, which is open to all West 
Point community children ages 
3-12.  

Stop by the library in Bldg. 622, 
or call 938-2974 to register.

Fishing restrictions
There will be fishing restrictions 

due to cadet summer training.  Check 
for details online at westpointmwr.
com.

Swimming
Both Delafield and Round Pond 

swim areas are open daily  for the 
summer, weather permitting.  

Hours of operation for   Delafield 
are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more info, 
call 938-5158.

Round Pond beach hours are 
noon to 6 p.m. For more info, call 
938-2503.

Punch cards are available for 
purchase at ITR, Bldg. 695, and 
Delafield Pond, but are not sold at 
Round Pond. 

Punch cards are transferrable 
and good at Crandall Pool. 

Barbershop
The West Point Club Barbershop 

is open this summer Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Walk-

WEST POINT SCHOOLS 
Registration Open now

Parents may register their school age children Monday 
through Thursday from 8 a.m. to noon at the West Point 
Elementary or West Point Middle schools. Pre-K students 
must be four years of age by Oct. 31 and kindergarteners 
must be five years of age by Oct. 31 to register for 
school. 

Please have the following documents:
• CERTIFIED Birth Certificate
• CHILD’S Social Security Card
• MOST CURRENT military orders of the sponsor 
• CURRENT housing letter	
• COPY OF THE FIRST PAGE of RCI Lease Agreement 

once it is signed
• IMMUNIZATION record
If you have copies of your child’s school records or last 

progress report/report card, please bring them for review.  
For additional information, please call 938-3827 or 

938-2923 and speak to the school registrar.

ins are welcome and standing 
appointments are available.  

Ask about the frequent client 
card -- get nine cuts and get the 
10th one free.  For more info or an 
appointment, call 938-2749. 

AER campaign raises $88,000
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Independence Day activities around West Point area
Compiled by 
Kathy Eastwood

“Thus may the 4th of July, 
that glorious and ever memorable 
day, be celebrated throughout 
America, by the sons of freedom 
from age to age till time shall be no 
more. Amen and Amen.”  Virginia 
Gazette, July 18, 1777.

One year after the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776, Philadelphia 
celebrated the first Independence 
Day by adjourning Congress early 
and celebrating with bonfires, bells 
and fireworks. 

This custom spread to other 
communities who marked the 
occasion by parades, oratory, 
military displays and fireworks. 
Independence Day celebrations 
have been happening ever since, 
but it wasn’t until 1941 that 
Congress declared July 4 a legal 
Federal holiday.

Highland Falls
Thursday

• Tricycle races will begin at 
5:30 p.m. on Main Street

• Bed Races will start on Main 
Street at 6 p.m.

•  O t h e r  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e 
watermelon eating contest, duck 
races, family activities and a block 
party on Main Street following the 
Bed Races.
Friday

• Pee Wee race at Main Street at 
Memorial Park at 9:30 a.m.

• Bike decorating contest Main 
Street at Memorial Park at 10 a.m.

• Four division parade on Main 
Street at 3:30 p.m.

• Family activities will begin at 
Roe Park from 5 - 9 p.m.

• Spectacular fireworks show 
will be at Roe Park at 9:15 p.m.

City of Newburgh
There will be an art show at the 

River on Friday from Noon - 5 p.m. 
with music.

Washington’s Headquarters, 
located at the corner of Liberty and 
Washington Streets, will be open 
during the day for tours.

Celebrate the anniversary of the 
‘First in the Nation’ with baseball 
in the afternoon and fireworks at 
night. 

Washington’s Headquarters 
State Historic Site in Newburgh 
opened as the first publicly preserved 
historic site in the country July 4, 
1850 when baseball was still in its 
infancy. 

Look back at what baseball 
was like in the 1860s with Mickey 
‘The Lip’ Tangel who will share 
the lore of our national pastime 
through music, poetry, storytelling 
and hands on activities for children. 
Tangel will be dressed in a 19th 
century style baseball uniform with 
equipment to match.

Fireworks will be at dusk on 
the Hudson River. The rain date is 
Saturday.

Call 845-562-1195 for further 
information.

Town of Newburgh
Thursday

Community Day and fireworks 
will be at 6 p.m. at Cronomer 
Park.

Rhinebeck
Friday

Hudson Valley Philharmonic at 
Dutchess County Fairgrounds at 7 
p.m.  Fireworks are at dusk.

eera brass band. Playing authentic 
period instruments and wearing 
reproduction 19th century band 
uniforms, the band gives a lively 
look at popular entertainment of 
the past. 

Stirring marches, patriotic 
airs and sentimental tunes will be 
performed for all to enjoy, just as 
Americans did in the past.

Bring your lawn chairs and a 
picnic snack. Relax while enjoying 
the summer day and listen to the 
stirring strains of patriotic music 
performed on the shady New 
Windsor Cantonment grounds. 

In case of rain, the concert 
will be held inside the Temple of 
Virtue. 

Knox’s Headquarters guests 
can watch a bronze mortar fired and 
take a tour of Knox’s Headquarters, 
located at 289 Old Forge Hill 
Road, New Windsor -- where 
three continental Army generals 
lived at different times during the 
Revolutionary War -- throughout 
the weekend.

Picnic groves are available and 
there is plenty of free parking.

Call Knox’s Headquarters at 
(845) 561-5498 or the New Windsor 
Cantonment at (845) 561-1765 for 
more information.

• Moon Walk, Castle Maze 
available all day

• Lobster Sale from 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. 

• Craft Fair from 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

• Cornwall Historical Society 
Open House inside the Town Hall 
on Main Street from 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

• Children’s Games from 11 
a.m. - noon 

• Pati’s Pony Rides and Petting 
Zoo from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

• Sands Ring Homestead Open 
House across from the Town Hall 
from11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

• Face Painting from Noon - 3 
p.m. 

• Pie eating contest from Noon 
- 1 p.m. 

• Karaoke with Steve McGuiness 
from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

• Cuddles the Clown and 
balloons from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

• Let Freedom Ring, Cornwall’s 
Church Bells at 2 p.m.  

• Sam the Magician at 2:05 
p.m. 

• Within the Walls Band at 2:45 
p.m. 

• Macaroni the Clown at 3:30 
p.m. 

• Main Street mile at 4:30 
p.m. 

• Cornwall Independence Day 
Parade at 5 p.m.

• Mile Awards ceremony at 
5:30 p.m. 

• Treble in Paradise at 6 p.m. 
• Flag ceremony, invocation and 

National Anthem at 6:15 p.m. 
• Historical Pageant at 6:30 

p.m. 
• Cornwall Reunion Band from 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
• Fireworks at 9:45 p.m. 

New Windsor
New Windsor’s Independence 

Day celebrations begin with the 
new exhibit grand opening from 
10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Friday at the 
New Windsor Cantonment State 
Historic Site at 374 Temple Hill 
Road (Route 300), New Windsor, 
N.Y. 

Two-hundred-twenty-five-year-
old artifacts and new hands-on 
exhibits recall the life of Soldiers 
and their Families at the last post of 
George Washington’s Army. 

The exhibit introduces you to a 
whole new world of men, women 
and children who struggled for 
independence. 

Get a close-up look at the things 
they left behind and be thrilled by 
the blasts of muskets and cannons. 
Try your hand at some period skills 
and games.

There will be tours, special 
demonstrations and a musical 
performance by historic balladeer 
Linda Russell. 

Guests can also tour ‘The Last 
Argument of  Kings Revolutionary 
War Artillery,’ which will feature 
a dozen cannons and the story of 
the New Windsor Artillery Park 
of 1780-1781 and the adjacent 
National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor.

Wrap up the weekend with an 
old-fashioned band concert at the 
National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor. The Excelsior Coronet 
Band will perform patriotic tunes, 
popular songs and military marches 
that graced past Fourth of July 
celebrations Sunday at 2 p.m.  

The Excelsior Coronet Band 
is a re-creation of a Civil War 

Cornwall 
Unless otherwise noted, all 

activities will take place Friday on 
the Cornwall Town Hall grounds.

• Cornwall Independence Day 
breakfast at Highland Engine Co. 
from 7-11 a.m.

• Pet Show at 9-11 a.m.
• July 4 Art display by Cornwall 

children will go on all day

EVENTS
The U.S. Military Academy 

Concert Band, under the direction 
of  Lt. Col. Timothy Holtan, 
presents the concert band’s “Happy 
Birthday America,” Saturday at 8 
p.m. as part of the Summer Music 
under the Stars series. 

The concert will conclude with 
a performance of Tschaikovsky’s 
1812 Overture complete with 
fireworks and cannon fire.

Due to changing security 
requirements at West Point, call the 
Academy Band’s 24-hour hotline 
at (845) 938-2617 or check www.
usma.edu/special before leaving 
for the concert. 

Drivers should enter through 
Stony Lonesome or Thayer Gates. 
There is a 100 percent identity 
check at the gates for anyone 16 
years old and older.

The rain date is Sunday.
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FOUND
A cadet button brooch was found after the new 

cadet R-Day Reception at the Most Holy Innocents 
Church lawn in Highland Falls Sunday.

Call Shirley Bonsell at 845-561-2349 if you think 
it is yours.

At Your Leisure

What’s Happening
Highland Falls 
Farmers Market

 The Vision-sponsored Farmers 
Market in Highland Falls, located 
in the Municipal Parking Lot across 
from Sacred Heart Church on Main 
Street, is every Sunday through 
Oct. 26 from  9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Summer Playground Fun
Bring your children and 

join others for playground fun 
Wednesdays from 9:30-11 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Please bring water and sun 
block for your child. 

We’ll be at the following 
playgrounds on the stated dates:      
Wednesay  West Point Elementary 
July 16	     New Brick
July 23	     Lee Road 
July 30	     Stony I 
Aug. 6	     West Point Elementary

In case of inclement weather, 
playgroup is cancelled.

West Point Women’s 
Club Play Days

Command 
Channel 

8/23
July 3-11

Friday and Monday - July 11
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
1 p.m.     Army Newswatch
6 p.m.     Army Newswatch

July 3-4         CLOSED 
July 11   -- 	 Sex and the City, R, 7:30 p.m.
July 12   -- 	 The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian,	
		        PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 

in the movie theater 
at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752NOW SHOWING

Keller Corner
Blood Drive Kick-Off

The Kick-Off  Campaign 
Meeting  is July 25 from 2-4:30 
p.m. in the Army Education Center, 
Bldg 683, Classroom #10, for the 
upcoming American Red Cross 
Blood Services Program Blood 
Drive scheudled for Aug. 25-28. 

Appointed key personnel from 
each activity need to attend this 
meeting.  

Please provide the names of 
those attending to Mary Mandia at 
938-2583 (BLUD) or via e-mail at 
mary.mandia@amedd.army.mil on 
or before July 25.

TRICARE en Español  
The TRICARE Management 

Ac t iv i ty  has  l aunched  the 
TRICARE Beneficiary Web site 
“en Español.”  

To experience the TRICARE 
Beneficiary Web site in Spanish, 
visit http://www.tricare.mil/
mybenefit/espanol/.

Childbirth Preparation 
Classes

Childbirth Preparation Classes 
(four-week series) start July 29 
and will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the hospital  2nd floor 
classroom. 

If you are expecting a baby 
before mid-October, sign up now.  

Call OBU at 938-3210 with 
questions or to register.The following dates are for both fishing restrictions and Mine Torne Road closings during range 

activity for Cadet Summer Training. Daily closures are from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. unless otherwise stated. If 
there are any questions, contact Range Control at 938-3930. 
Mine Torne Road (FA/MTR and Convoy Training)
July 8-9, 12-14, 16-17, 20-23
July 28-31 
August 1-6 
August 11-16 (24 hours/day)
Popolopen Lake (Refer to illustration)
Dark Red: through August 17
Red Hatched: July 10-11, 13-14, 19-20, 22-23 
Motorboats: Motorboats will not be allowed access    
to Lake Popolopen through July 27  
Stilwell Lake
July 8-9, 11-17, 21-23, 28-31 
August 1-6 
August 11-16 (24 hrs)  
Weyants Pond
July 10, 12, 17, 18, 22, 23, 26-31
August 1-17 
Queensboro Furnace Area  and Beaver Pond
Through July 31 
August 1-17 

The WPWC Moms & Tots 
Summer Play Day will meet from 
9:30-11 a.m. on the dates and 
locations listed below: 
Thursday  New Brick Playground
July 10      Bear Mountain 
July 24      WPES Playground
Aug 14      Stony II Playground

Come join us for some summer 
fun. 

For more information, please 
contact Shanna or Andrea via 
e-mail at usmamomsandtots@
hotmail.com.

Cadet Summer Training Range Area Closures (as of July 1)
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Army and Community Sports

Post 
Intramural 
Softball

*As of Tuesday’s games

NORTH DIVISION      W - L 
1.  Stewart Marines          9 - 0
2.  DPW                          10 - 1
3.  ODIA                          7 - 3
4.  MEDDAC                   6 - 3
5.  MPs		              5 - 5
6.  USMA Band               6 - 8
7.  DOIM	             4 - 8
8.  WTU		             3 - 8
9.  411th ENG                  0 - 14

SOUTH DIVISION       W - L 
1.  Math		              9 - 0
2.  History	              8 - 2
3.  DMI		               7 - 2
4.  DAD		              7 - 2
5.  DPE/EECS	              7 - 5
6.  Dean/DOL	              4 - 4
7.  BTD		              4 - 7
8.  Engineers 	              3 - 8
9.  CLS		               1 - 10
10. Social Science            1 - 11

Brock announces 2008 football recruits 
By Bob Beretta
Athletic Communications

WEST POINT, N.Y. -- Army 
head coach Stan Brock welcomed 
the newest members of the Black 
Knights’ football program into the 
fold on Monday as he announced 
his club’s 2008 recruiting class. 

Thirty recently graduated high 
school student-athletes and 31 
others who attended the U.S. 
Military Academy Prep School last 
year help comprise the football-
playing members of West Point’s 
Class of 2012 who arrived at the 

West Point for Reception Day 
activities.

“R-Day is always a very 
exciting time for those associated 
with the football program,” Brock 
explained. “In general, we are very 
proud of this recruiting class. We 
have a great group of young men 
coming up from the prep school and 
the players coming in directly from 
high school are special.

“I believe several members of 
this class will have an immediate 
impact. Some will add depth to our 
program and others will play right 
away. A lot of people have heard 

about Paul McIntosh, who was ‘Mr. 
Football’ in the state of Indiana last 
year. He has great upside at the 
quarterback position, and we are 
expecting great things from him. 
Defensively, we’ll probably see 
Cory Laufasa and Steve Erzinger 
help out immediately at linebacker. 
Those guys will add some depth. 
We also have a group of defensive 
players from the prep school -- 
Andre Shinda at defensive back, 
Jason Rothamel and Derek Eling at 
defensive end and Brogan Carnes 
at linebacker -- that could help 
immediately. We would expect 

some of them to see playing time 
this fall.”

T h e  g r o u p  o f  s i g n e e s 
includes 35 offensive standouts, 
21 defensive players and five 
specialists. Heading the positional 
breakdown is offensive line where 
Brock and his staff injected 11 
newcomers, followed by linebacker 
(9), quarterback (9), defensive 
line (7), defensive back (5), wide 
receiver (5), specialists (5) and 
fullback (4).

Twenty-eight different states 
are represented in the class. Texas, 
a longtime recruiting bastion for the 

Army football program, leads the 
way with nine Army newcomers, 
followed by California with six 
and Florida with five. Georgia, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia boast 
four new Black Knights each, while 
New Hampshire and New York 
feature three apiece.

“I believe the strength of this 
class is in its overall depth,” Brock 
added. “We are bringing in a lot of 
quality individuals at almost every 
position and that will help fortify 
our football team across the board. 
We’re very excited about the young 
men joining our program.”

Also included in Army’s Class 
of 2012 is Taylor Hall, son of the 
Black Knights’ former record-
setting quarterback Leamon Hall; 
Robert Kava, a native of Pago 
Pago, American Somoa and brother 
of current Army Firstie defensive 
lineman David Kava; John King, 
brother of current Black Knight 
Yearling defensive back Richard 
King; and Davyd Brooks, a native 
of nearby Newburgh, N.Y., and 
a graduate of Newburgh Free 
Academy. Brooks, a 6-3 wide 
receiver, spent last season at the 
USMA Prep School.
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SPORTS 
 NOTES

•   The  A rmy  B l ack 
Knights' second game of 
the 2008 football season 
against New Hampshire will 
be televised nationally by 
ESPN Classic with air time 
set for 1 p.m.

•  Army head swimming 
and diving coach Mickey 
Wender announced the 
hiring of Jillian Wyrick as 
an assistant coach for the 
Black Knights June 26. 
Wyrick comes to West 
Point following stops that 
included New Mexico State 
and Yale after an All-America 
swimming career at Amherst 
College.

•  Former Army swimmer 
Jake  Mente l e,  USMA 
2008 graduate, competed 
We d n e s d a y  ( r e s u l t s 
unknown at press time) in 
the 200-meter breaststroke. 
Mentele was disqualified 
dur ing  h is  100-mete r 
breaststroke meet at the 
2008 Olympic Swimming 
Team Tria ls Sunday in 
Omaha, Neb. 




