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By Henry Cervantes, Emergency Plans Specialist, DPTMS, USAG West Point, NY
Indian Point is a nuclear power energy generation facility located in Buchanan, New York. It is owned and operated by Entergy Nuclear Northeast. The plant is on the east bank of the Hudson River in Westchester County. The site is home to three nuclear power plants and at full power, the plants generate enough electricity to supply power to approximately 1.3 million homes.
Following the accident in 1979 at the Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant, the role of emergency planning and public information for areas surrounding nuclear power plants was reexamined. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) developed additional regulatory requirements and guidelines for emergency planning. The NRC requires that comprehensive on-site emergency response plans and procedures be in place at all nuclear power plants. FEMA regulates and evaluates radiological emergency response capabilities off-site at the state and county levels.

The NRC and FEMA define a 10-mile Emergency Planning Zone (EPZ) as the area surrounding Indian Point. People living within this area could be exposed to radiation from a radioactive plume if it is released from the site during an emergency. Additionally, the NRC and FEMA define a 50-mile “ingestion pathway” EPZ as the area where it would be possible for radiological contamination of crops, and agricultural products, land and surface water.
The 10-mile EPZ of the Indian Point nuclear plant encompasses parts of four New York counties-Westchester, Putnam, Rockland and Orange. The Orange County EPZ lies to the northwest of Indian Point, across the Hudson River. The West Point Military Reservation is within the 10-mile EPZ. Installation emergency planners are working with State and County emergency management officials to develop emergency response plans to protect our residents and employees in the event of an emergency at Indian Point.
State and local officials use the Emergency Alert System (EAS) to inform the public about what protective actions, if any, to take. The primary notification systems are the area siren system, maintained by Entergy, and the EAS. Sirens are located throughout the 10-mile EPZ. They signal the public to turn on their radios and listen for an EAS message. The signal lasts from 3-5 minutes. The sirens do not mean leave the area. The EAS message will provide instructions on how to respond to the emergency. 

The installation’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC) will also receive emergency warning messages directly from Indian Point by an emergency communications hook up that is regularly tested. The installation’s Public Affairs Office (PAO) will use the Command Information Channel and other methods to inform our residents and employees of emergency measures to take to protect themselves and their families from any radiological hazards.
There are two protective actions that state, county and installation emergency officials may implement.:

Shelter – stay inside, close all doors and windows and listen to the local radio or television emergency alert station.

Evacuation – leave a designated area that is within the 10-mile EPZ.

Installation emergency planners are working with State and County emergency management officials to develop sheltering and evacuation plans for our residents and employees. Installation personnel will be provided with this information in the very near future.
In the unlikely event that radioactivity is released from one of the Indian Point plants, some members of the general public may be exposed to ionizing radiation. The health effects of such exposure would be nearly impossible to detect since the levels of exposure would be relatively small even in a release of a significant amount of radioactive material.
Potassium Iodide, known by its chemical symbol KI, is an over-the-counter medication. In the event of a serious nuclear plant emergency, KI has a safety value as a supplement to sheltering and evacuation. It reduces the risk of thyroid cancer from exposure to radioactive iodine. Radioactive iodine could be among the materials released in a severe emergency.
The installation has an extensive KI pre-distribution program for residents and employees to obtain KI tablets. You should obtain a supply of KI tablets for yourself and your family and keep it in a safe place as a precaution. County and MEDDAC authorities will advise you when and if you should swallow KI tablets. Contact the Department of Preventive Medicine, USAMEDDAC at (845) 938-2676 for further information.
State and county emergency planners, supported by hundreds of highly trained safety experts (police, firefighters, medical personnel and other officials) have developed extensive procedures for an emergency that might occur at Indian Point. For more information contact Henry Cervantes, Emergency Plans Specialist, Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security (DPTMS) US Army Garrison, West Point at (845) 938-4509 or henry.cervantes@usma.edu.
The Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security (DPTMS) will be conducting the West Point Community Disaster Preparedness Fair on 11 September 2007, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the main PX. Residents, students and employees of the installation are invited to attend the fair to get information that will help you prepare yourself and your family to respond to an emergency in our area. Information tables and static vehicle and equipment displays will be provided by regional and local emergency management agencies and first responder groups and installation organizations. For more information contact Henry Cervantes, Emergency Plans Specialist, DPTMS at (845) 938-4509 or e-mail: henry.cervantes@usma.edu.
