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Section I - General

1-1.  Purpose:  The purpose of this regulation is to establish regulations and procedures governing the possession and use of privately owned firearms and other dangerous weapons in those areas under the command of the Superintendent, USMA.

1-2.  References:


a.  Internal Revenue code, 26 USC 5841-5849.


b.  Penal Law, State of New York, Title P, Article 265.


c.  Environment Conservation Law, State of New York, Section 11-0931.


d.  AR 190-11 MILITARY POLICE – Physical Security of Weapons, Ammunition, and Explosives.


e.  AR 190-14 MILITARY POLICE – Carrying of Firearms.


f.  AR 608-4 PERSONAL AFFAIRS – Control and Registration of War Trophies and Trophy Firearms.

1-3.  Penalties:  This regulation establishes standards of conduct not only for members of the general public, but for Department of the Army military and civilian personnel (including non-appropriated fund instrumentality employees) within this command.  Penalties for violations of this regulation include the full range of statutory and regulatory sanctions for military and civilian personnel.  Failure of military personnel to comply with the provisions of this regulation constitutes a violation of DOD Directive 5525.4, and is a Federal offense.

1-4.  Definitions:  For the purpose of this regulation, weapons will be considered in two categories: firearms and other dangerous weapons.


a.  Firearms include rifles, shotguns, pistols and revolvers, or any other device using an explosive charge to fire a projectile.


b.  Other dangerous weapons include but are not limited to, knives with blades longer than three inches, switchblade knives, stilettos, straight razors, num-chucks, swords, ice picks, blackjacks, metal knuckles, zip-guns, air-rifles, BB guns, air pistols, paintball guns, tear gas guns or pens, slingshots, long bows, crossbows, and other missile-throwing devices.

1-5.  General:


a.  No weapon shall be carried concealed upon the person, except as authorized by applicable law/regulation.  All concealed weapons carried in areas under the command of the Superintendent, USMA, must be approved through the PMO.


b.  Individual owners of firearms are responsible for the proper registration of the same and for compliance with this regulation and all laws and regulations of the United States, the State of New York, and the United States Military Academy regarding the possession, carrying, and use of such weapons.


c.  Unit Commanders will ensure that all firearms in possession of enlisted personnel in their command are properly registered and safeguarded.


d.  The Military Police are authorized to seize any weapon found on the military reservation in violation of this regulation.  Firearms and other dangerous weapons seized by the Military Police for violation of this regulation will be retained by the Provost Marshal for safekeeping and disposed of in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and/or directives.


e.  Nothing in this regulation provides authorization for the possession and/or carrying of a pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon by civilian or military personnel outside those areas under the jurisdiction of the Superintendent, USMA.  Persons carrying firearms and other dangerous weapons outside those areas under the Superintendent, USMA, must comply with applicable State laws.  (NOTICE TO ALL PERSONNEL:  Title P, Article 265, Penal Law, State of New York, limits the unlicensed possession of firearms and other dangerous weapons.  For example, the possession of an unloaded pistol without proper written license issued by the appropriate New York State Authorities is a Class A misdemeanor; the carrying of a loaded pistol with ammunition, without proper written license by the appropriate New York State authorities is a Class D felony).  New York laws and regulations are available at http://www.troopers.state.ny.us/Firearms/Firearmsindex.html.


f.  Information pertaining to New York State firearms registration is obtainable from the Provost Marshal Registration Section.

Section II  -  Responsibilities:

1-6.  All privately owned firearms in the possession of military and civilian personnel in those areas under command of the Superintendent, USMA, will be registered with the Provost Marshal within five working days after arrival or acquisition. 


a.  Proof of ownership must be established prior to registration by bill of sale, or certified copy thereof; statement of the circumstances under which ownership was acquired; or prior registration certificate.  


b.  Minimum age requirements for possession and registration of POFs: 



1)  No pistols or handguns may be registered or carried by anyone under the age of twenty-one (21) to include Cadets.



2)  No other POFs may be registered or carried by anyone under the age of eighteen years (18).



3)  POFs may be fired in designated areas by personnel under the age of eighteen if properly supervised by an adult (over the age of 21).

1-7.  Officers, and NCOs (E-7 and above).  A copy of USMA Form 2-177-1 will be placed at the weapon storage location.

1-8.  Enlisted personnel (E-6 and below).  Once completed (USMA Form 2-177-1) must be signed by their unit commander and returned to the PMO Administration Office.  The owner will receive two (2) copies of the USMA Form 2-177-1, one for the unit commander, and one to be placed at the weapon storage location.

1-9.  Cadets are required to register firearms with the Provost Marshal's office using USMA Forms 2-177-1/-2.  USCC Tactical Officers are authorized to sign the USMA Form 2-177-1 as the “Unit Commander.”  PMO will maintain one copy of required forms, the cadet will receive a copy, and the third copy will be stored with the weapon.  USCC will maintain an up-to-date list of all firearms registered by cadets.

1-10.  Persons eligible to hunt on the West Point Military Reservation in accordance with the provisions of USMA Reg 215-5, Appendix C, who do not store their firearms or propose to utilize said firearm within the confines of main post are exempt from registration of their weapon with the USMA Provost Marshal Office.  This does not exempt these persons from compliance with all of the provisions of USMA Reg 215-5 concerning hunting, fishing, and trapping in all hunting areas under the supervision of West Point.  All persons in possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon in these areas must also comply with the laws of the State of New York concerning the use and possession of said firearms and dangerous weapons.  For the purposes of the above paragraph, main post is defines as follows:  the area accessed by entering one of the West Point Military Reservation’s three main gates (Washington, Stony Lonesome or Thayer Gates), to include but not limited to, all housing areas, the PX and commissary, cadet central area, West Point museum and visitors’ center, and all athletic venues.

Section III - Procedures

1-11.  Privately Owned Firearms (POF):  


a.  USMA Form 2-177-1 (Aug 98) and USMA Form 2-177-2 (Aug 98), will be completed by the owner of the POF. The original Form 2-177-1 will be filed with the PMO Admin Office and copies provided to the registered owner. The owner will retain the original Form 2-177-2 and must carry it at all times when transporting the weapon. Each unit will maintain an up-to-date list of all firearms registered by its personnel. 



1)  Firearms which do not bear a serial number will be engraved with the first letter of the owner’s last name and the last four digits of owner’s SSN or other unique, indelible marking, when registered.



2)  Cancellation of registration will be accomplished by the PM Registration Section upon notification of sale or departure of personnel during clearance procedures.  The original copy of the USMA 2-177-1 will be removed from the active files of the Registration Section and held in an inactive file for two years.



3)  All POFs will be withdrawn from the USCC arms room as per USCC SOP.


b.  Control of Firearms in Unit Areas.  Enlisted personnel quartered with their organizations are required to maintain privately owned firearms and ammunition in the USMA Military Police Company’s arms storage room when not in use as authorized by this regulation.  Such privately owned arms will not be taken into living spaces of the barracks or squad rooms at any time.  POFs will only be withdrawn from the arms room with consent of the unit commander.  The following measures also apply:



(1)  A DA Form 3749 (weapons receipt) will be issued for each POF secured in the arms room.  The DA 3749 will be surrendered to the armorer each time the weapon is withdrawn.



(2)  POFs will be stored in containers separate from military arms and ammunition.



(3)  All POFs will be inventoried during the monthly sensitive items inventory.


c.  Control of Firearms in Quarters.  Individuals occupying government quarters may retain privately owned firearms with a small amount of ammunition, not to exceed 200 rounds per weapon, in their quarters, provided that adequate security measures are taken by each individual to prevent theft and/or unauthorized use of such weapons.  In the absence of adequate measures for safeguarding such firearms, they will be stored as indicated in subparagraph 1-11(b) above.


d.  The carrying of firearms of any type, privately owned or otherwise, in those areas under the command of the Superintendent, USMA, is prohibited except as follows:



(1)  By Military Police while in the performance of their duties.



(2)  By military personnel, including Cadets, while engaged in military training/firearms competition.



(3)  By general officers and personnel performing security duties for general officers.



(4)  By civilian law enforcement personnel in areas of proprietary and/or concurrent legal jurisdiction or in areas of exclusive federal jurisdiction when performing official business.



(5)  By special written authority of the Provost Marshal, as delegated by the Superintendent, USMA.



(6)  By authorized hunters and personnel engaged in other authorized activities such as skeet shooting or pistol/rifle team practice or competition.



(7)  For purpose of transport directly off the installation as authorized by the unit commander and Title P, Article 265 of the New York State Penal Law.


e.  Use of Firearms by Individual Other than Owner.  The owner of a registered firearm may allow another person to use the firearm.  On such occasions, the owner will furnish the user with written authorization.  It’s the responsibility of the owner to ensure that the person borrowing the weapon(s) is qualified to be in possession of it/them.


f.  Sale, Transfer, Loss.  The sale or transfer of a privately owned weapon will be reported to the Military Police within 24 hours.  A loss or theft of a privately owned weapon will be reported immediately to the MP Desk with all available details. Cadets (individuals) required to store their POFs in a military arms room may temporarily store their POFs at an approved alternate location per USCC SOP after written notification is made to the PMO. 


g.  National Firearms Act (Internal Revenue Code;  26 USC 5841-5849 available at http://www.atf.treas.gov/pub/fire-explo_pub/nfa.htm).  The National Firearms Act required the immediate registration with the Federal Bureau of Internal Revenue, U.S. Treasury Department, of the following types of weapons (all are firearms by definition and must be registered on Post):



(1)  A shotgun having a barrel or barrels of less than 18 inches in length.



(2)  A weapon made from a shotgun if such weapon as modified has an overall length of less than 26 inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 18 inches in length.



(3)  A rifle having a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length.



(4)  A weapon made from a rifle if such weapon as modified has an overall length of less than 26 inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length.



(5)  A machine-gun (any weapon that by a single actuation of the trigger can shoot more than one shot without manual reloading, or any such weapon that was designed to do so but can be readily restored to such function).



(6)  A muffler or silencer for any firearm.



(7)  Any other weapon or device capable of being concealed on the person from which a shot can be discharged  through the energy of an explosive; a pistol or a revolver having a barrel with a smooth bore designed or redesigned to fire a fixed shotgun shell; weapons with combination shotgun and rifle barrels 12 inches or more but less than 18 inches in length, from which only a single discharge can be made from either barrel without manual reloading and any such weapon which may be readily restored to fire.  This does not include a pistol or a revolver having a rifled bore, or rifled bores, or weapon designed, made, or intended to be fired from the shoulder and not capable of firing fixed ammunition.



(8)  A destructive device, meaning any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas:




(a)  Bomb




(b)  Grenade




(c)  Rocket having a propellant of more than four ounces.




(d)  Missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one-quarter ounce.




(e)  Mine or similar device.

1-12.  Dangerous Weapons:


a.  The carrying of other dangerous weapons, as defined in paragraph 1-4(b) above, is prohibited in those areas under the command of the Superintendent, USMA, except as follows:



(1)  Knives with blades longer than three inches when actually used in authorized hunting, fishing, and camping areas.



(2)  Bows and arrows when authorized for use in hunting or designated areas.  The use of bows and arrows by children under the age of 16, in such cases, must be under adult supervision (21 or older).


b.  Weapons defined as dangerous are not authorized in living areas of unit billets.  These weapons are to be maintained and secured in accordance with this regulation.


c.  Fireworks.  The possession or use of fireworks on the West Point Military Reservation is prohibited.


d.  Air Rifles (BB Guns and Pellet Guns).  Air rifles or pistols which use compressed air or gas as a propellant force may only be fired in areas normally used for hunting and only when the user is an adult or accompanied by an adult (21 or older).  Use of training ranges requires previous authorization from the Directorate of Operations and Security, USMA.

1-13.  Transporting POFs:


a.  When transporting POFs out of state, for purposes of PCS/ETS, authorization to transport/ship POFs should be included in individual's movement orders.


b.  When otherwise transporting POFs off the installation, the POFs should be registered or otherwise authorized in accordance with the laws of the State of New York.

1-14.  Paintball Guns:


a.  The use of paintball guns is only authorized in designated areas on West Point, as established by the Garrison Commander.


b.  Paintball guns will only be transported in their cases, unloaded, and without the air canister attached.


c.  While using paintball guns, operators will be properly equipped at all times (mandatory eye protection).


d.  No paintball gun will be discharged within 300 feet of a housing, or otherwise populated area.
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