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Firstie Brady Dearden       Eric Bartelt/PV

Cadet wins inter-academy law competition

Hanukkah, 
the festival of 

lights, begins at 
sundown 
Dec. 21

By Emily Tower

The laws of war contain at least two 
holes that need to be closed, Firstie Brady 
Dearden said.

While he can’t quite affect changes to 
international law, his ideas and communication 
of those ideas were so brilliant, he won the 
Inter-Academy Law of Armed Conflict 
Competition.

“I’m very appreciative,” Dearden, a law 
major who has branched aviation, said. “I 
chose law as a major because I’m interested 
in it, and it’s a great feeling to succeed in 
your major.”

The competition pits the best ideas from 
the service academies about a certain law topic 
against each other. Dearden was one of three 
from the U.S. Military Academy to submit 
papers to be considered for the competition. 
He is the first from USMA -- at least in recent 
memory -- to win the competition, which has 
been around for 5-10 years.

This year’s topic was looking at the last 
few years of war and addressing areas in 
international law that need improvement. 

Dearden chose two issues to fulfill this 
broad topic.

The first issue is about government 
contractors operating in a combat zone. 
Some countries “file” contractors under the 
same category as military personnel and hold 
them to the same standards. Others consider 
contractors to be mercenaries, who typically 
are treated much more harshly than military 
personnel, Dearden said.

Dearden’s suggestion was standardizing 
what government contractors are considered 
to be by world governments, preferably closer 
to the standard of military personnel than 
mercenaries. He also would like to extend 
prisoner-of-war status to contractors so if 
they are captured, their treatment is bound by 
international law just like military POWs.

Dearden’s second issue was about cyber 
warfare. He read a United Nations report 
about law regarding cyber attacks being 
nonexistent. Cyber attacks already happen. 

Dearden offered a 2007 attack in Estonia 
as an example. “Digital bombs,” Dearden 
said, took down banks, government systems, 
newspapers and other companies after a 

Soviet-era statue was taken down.
“If terrorists were to gang up on the 

U.S., (a cyber attack) would affect hospitals, 
economics, everything,” Dearden said.

Dearden suggested making cyber warfare 
illegal and encouraging countries to prosecute 
those who take out such attacks within their 
borders.

The competition was judged by Florian 
Jessberger and Salvatore Zappala, comanaging 
editors of the “Journal of International 
Criminal Justice.” Jessberger is a professor at 
Humboldt University of Berlin, and Zappala is 
a professor at the University of Florence.

“Both are experts in the areas of 
international criminal law and the law of 
war,” Maj. John Dehn, an instructor in the law 
department, stated in an e-mail. “The editors 
were impressed with the range and originality 
of the ideas presented.”

Dearden is considering law school some 
day. For now, though, he is heading either to 
England, the Netherlands or Switzerland for 
a year of graduate school as a recipient of the 
Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship. 

He has not yet heard where he will go but 

hopes he is selected to attend Cambridge so 
he can study international relations. 

After that, he heads to Fort Rucker, Ala., to 
begin flight school. He hopes to be chosen to 
fly UH-60 Black Hawk utility helicopters.

By Emily Tower

Sergeant 1st Class Jermaine Malone 
admits he was star-struck when he received 
an award last week.

“It was a little overwhelming,” Malone, 
a tenor saxophone player with the U.S. 
Military Academy Band’s Jazz Knights, said. 
“I  received quite a few phone calls from 
protocol … about how to address him. I was 
stumbling a little, but after the initial, ‘Hello, 
Mr. President,’ I was OK.”

Malone received the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award from President Bush Dec. 9 at 
Stewart Airfield. 

The award is bestowed upon people with 
a special volunteer spirit.

More than 1.3 million people have 
received the award since it was established 
in 2002, according to the Web site of the 
President’s Council on Service and Civil 
Participation, which oversees the awards 
program. 

But Bush has pinned fewer than 700 
recipients, Rebecca Neale, a council 
spokeswoman, said.

“When the president lands in a city, the 
first thing he likes to do is thank a volunteer 
for making a contribution to their community 
and thank them for serving,” Neale said. 

Malone greeted Bush as he stepped off Air 
Force One after landing at Stewart. Bush was 
in the area to address the Corps of Cadets.

The presentation ceremony took place 
under the presidential seal painted on the 
side of the airplane. Bush presented Malone 
with a pin and spoke with him for about five 
minutes.

“He congratulated me on my volunteer 
service and thanked me that I was wearing 

the uniform and setting a great example for 
my Family,” Malone said.

Malone was nominated for the award by 
Sheryle Miller, advisor of Better Opportunities 
for Single Soldiers, of which Malone is the 
president.

Malone learned he was selected to receive 
the award a few days before the presentation. 
He was excited but had no idea who would 

present the award.
“I thought it would be a representative 

from the White House,” he said. “Then the 
White House protocol started calling and 
started informing me of what to say, what not 
to say, the time and where I needed to be and 
what uniform to bring.”

Malone was nominated for the award for 
donating his time to BOSS, the Directorate of 

Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
and the West Point Wives’ Club, among other 
organizations. 

He estimates he volunteers about 100 
hours a year.

Some of his volunteer activities include 
visiting a veterans’ hospital on a regular basis, 
coordinating a toy drive for less-fortunate 
children and serving on the BOSS council 
for three years, according to his award 
nomination packet.

“I think … Malone’s great leadership 
qualities are displayed in his unswerving 
dedication to BOSS and the volunteer efforts 
that are (a) vital part of that program,” Miller 
wrote for the award nomination. “He is 
extremely selfless, giving and consistently 
steps up to the plate to ensure the BOSS 
program is one that impacts lives, both on and 
off West Point, on a daily basis.”

Malone said he was honored to receive 
the award.

“It’s something I can always look back 
on,” he said. “I definitely couldn’t have been 
awarded something like that without the help 
of the Soldiers of the BOSS program at West 
Point.”

Those who know Malone were not 
surprised he was selected to receive the 
award.

“I would have been surprised if he wasn’t 
selected,” Command Sgt. Maj. Cal Christensen, 
the band’s senior noncommissioned officer, 
said. “He’s a huge supporter of Soldiers. 
That’s one thing that makes him really special. 
He’s very active with BOSS because he 
understands the need to help single Soldiers 
out and give them guidance … He’s a quiet, 
competent leader. We’re very lucky to have 
him in the band, frankly.”

Soldier receives award from President Bush

President Bush shakes hands with Sgt. 1st Class Jermaine Malone, a tenor 
saxophone player in the West Point Band, after presenting him the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award Dec. 9, at Stewart Airfield before traveling to West Point 
to address the Corps of Cadets. 		      White House photo by Eric Draper  
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The members of the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Program are Col. Jeanette McMahon, Shelley Ariosto 
(Garrison), Dan Toohey (Victim Advocate), Maj. Maria Burger 
(USCC), Capt. Vanara Nevels (ODIA) and Maj. Elizabeth 
Sicoletti (Dean).

Community members can e-mail McMahon at Jeanette.
McMahon@usma.edu for advice or to offer any recommendations 
on the program here.

Cadets also can call the sexual assault support helpline 
at (845) 591-7215. West Point Soldiers and civilians needing 
assistance can call (845) 938-3369.
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After the holidays, helping others is still important

To the entire West Point community:

As we embark on this holiday season, Judy and I send 
you our best wishes for a joyous season with Family and 
friends and a fruitful new year.

2009 surely holds challenges and hopes: continued 
confl ict in the Middle East, an uncertain economy, a new 
commander-in-chief, and another year teaching, coaching 
and mentoring future leaders of character for our nation. 

I truly appreciate all you do every day to make this 
the premiere leadership institution in the country. You 
-- the faculty, coaches, staff and cadets here -- are why 
Forbes.com ranked us as the No. 1 public college in the 
United States. 

Thanks to you, West Point continues to produce a steady 
stream of broadly skilled, agile leaders. Those leaders, 
cadets as well as faculty and staff, now have the cross 
cultural and language competencies inherently needed to 
win our nation’s wars in the 21st Century.

For more than 230 years, since the Continental Army 
fi rst set stone upon stone here in the Hudson Highlands, 
Americans have enjoyed safe holidays because servicemen 
and women have stood watch here and around the world. 
We will not forget those who have sacrifi ced for our nation 
in the past and those in harm’s way today.

We wish each of you a safe, blessed holiday.

The Hagenbecks

by chaplain carlos c. huerta 
Jewish community chaplain

A few days ago, I had the opportunity to go to New York 
City. I was all bundled up for the cold and excited to see all 
the wonderful decorations and lights the city produces this 
time of year. 

There were lights for Christmas, decorations for Hanukkah, 
set ups for Kwanzaa, even some signs marking the end of the 
Islamic Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) with the observance of 
Eid Al-Adha, the festival of sacrifi ce. 

In general, it was hard to see all the lights or watch all the 
people shopping and sightseeing, without coming away with 
a sense of hope and joy.

This sense of hope and joy was quickly pushed aside when 
a homeless veteran approached me and wanted to know if I 
could spare any change so he could eat. Looking at him made 
all the recent news of the economy and world come sharply 
into focus. It made me put aside all the tinsel, carols and lights, 
and I felt the cold in a different way.  

For the fi rst time, I felt the cold like a homeless veteran. 
It was the cold of there being no home fi lled with Family and 
friends to go to. It was the cold of having an uncertain future 
fi lled with questions about my next meal. It was the bone-
chilling cold of knowing that if I died then and there, nobody 
would care, nobody would cry. It was the cold Jesus knew 
when he described these as “the least of these.”

Unfortunately, we do not have to go to New York City to 
experience this. There are those among us who are hungry. 
There are those in our own community who are not sure of 
what the future will bring in terms of jobs, food and their 
mortgage payments. And if we care to look closely, there are 
those among us who are homeless.

The other day, I received a call from an agency here at 
West Point to see if I could help an old Army veteran who 
was also a Department of the Army civilian retiree who was 
homeless. Life had thrown the veteran , who had  temporarily 
gotten off-track, some curve balls. After a few phone calls to 
someone I go to Muslim services with, we were able to give 
that person shelter. With a visit to a local church, we were 
able to get food lined up. Despite this temporary success, 
something still bothered me.

I realized this situation was not unique. We are living at 
a time in our nation when we will see more and more people 
who will require our assistance, more and more of “the least 
of these.” The people who will need our assistance will not be 
some stranger, some faceless homeless man or woman, rather, 
our neighbors, our friends, our co-workers.  

We are coming to a time in our nation’s history where 
we will have to show to ourselves and the world what kind 
of people we are. The greatness of a nation is not measured 

by how many millionaires or billionaires it 
has but rather how it takes care of the “least of 
these” --  the homeless, the hungry, the orphans, 
the widows. As the Eid ends and Christmas, 

Hanukkah and Kwanzaa approach, we do a good job trying to 
care for those less fortunate. If they weren’t around this time 
of year, we would have to invent them. The question is, will 
we care “après” the holiday?  

Will we show the same caring and support for our brothers 
and sisters in January or February? Will we be willing to live 
up to the mandate of old to “feed the hungry, clothe the naked” 
in March or April? Let us observe and absorb the love and 
caring this holiday season offers and let us each vow that we 
shall carry it forward into the new year.  

Diffi cult times may lie ahead, but if we work together 
and stick together for the common good, then we will come 
through as a stronger nation, community and Army. Duty, 
Honor, Country can no longer be just words on a stone or a 
piece of paper. If we engrave them in our hearts and actions, 
then the lights, the decorations, the joy of this sacred season 
will remain in our hearts for the next 364 days. 

Happy Holidays!!

Seasons Greetings 
and best wishes for a 
prosperous New Year 

from the 
Pointer View staff.

This is our last issue 
until 

January 8.

See SolutioN, page 10
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Story and photo by Emily Tower

The pressure has been building on a small think tank 
inside Mahan Hall.

The fact the Army’s top general will hear their ideas isn’t 
entirely what makes the senior project of these four U.S. 
Military Academy cadets so important. Their work could 
change the lives of Soldiers and their Families.

“It’s not really for a grade,” Firstie Andrew Hansen said 
of the project. “It’s making a contribution to something that 
affects our lives.”

Hansen and Firsties David Black, Derek Merkler and Dan 
Smith have developed a list of recommendations to improve 
medical and physical evaluation board procedures. They have 
provided their ideas to retired Gen. Frederick Franks Jr., who 
is scheduled to brief Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. George 
Casey later this month about improving the boards.

Franks, USMA class of 1959, was asked by Casey to 
develop an improvement plan. A task force was created to 
collect and interpret information. Organizations such as the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of the Surgeon General, 
Department of the Army Inspector General and Human 
Resources Command are part of the task force.

But something was missing -- a fresh eye. Franks turned to 
USMA to find what engineers call systematic methodology -- 
making decisions based on creating the solution that provides 
the greatest value to its stakeholders. In some cases this could 
mean scrapping the current process and starting over.

The cadets, all from the Department of Systems 
Engineering, “are bright young people who feel an intense 
connection to (Soldiers and their Families),” Franks said 
Dec. 10 while visiting West Point for an update on the 
cadets’ recommendations. “They have the ability to apply 
theoretical systems engineering principles to a real-life set 
of circumstances.”

The cadets realize those circumstances could be their 
own some day or those of a Soldier entrusted to their care 
once they are commissioned as second lieutenants following 

graduation.
“This is not just busy work. It matters what we come up 

with,” Smith said.
The cadets’ recommendations or information about issues 

their recommendations are designed to improve are not 
expected to be made public until after Casey has received 
them.

But, to make the recommendations, the cadets have 
been studying reports about the boards by several agencies 
including the Government Accountability Office. They 
developed surveys and interviewed wounded Soldiers. Then 
the cadets applied a dose of common sense and objectivity to 
develop their recommendations, Black said.

“We are unbiased,” Black said. “The only thing we have 
in it is our future. We are complete outsiders.”

To make the recommendations, the cadets used what’s 
known as the systems decision process, Lt. Col. Scott Crino, 
the systems engineering instructor overseeing the project, said. 
This process, which was developed by faculty in the USMA 

Cadets study ways to improve medical/physical evaluation boards

systems engineering department and also is known as value-
focused thinking, “starts with identifying stakeholders and 
decision-makers, defining the problem at hand, generating a set 
of feasible alternatives, then selecting from those that provide 
the greatest value to the users of the system,” Crino said.

Franks and Crino said the cadets’ skills and willingness to 
tackle the problem helped them be successful. 

“Four minds, regardless of experience and time in the 
military, can come up with some great possible solutions,” 
Crino said.

Though the cadets have not had experience with boards, 
they know the Warrior Ethos -- particularly the portion 
proclaiming a Soldier will never leave a fallen comrade -- 
and have a dedication to doing what is right for the mission, 
Franks said.

“I have been quite pleased to see their thoughtful and 
thorough work, which is not surprising considering the kind 
of work they do,” Franks said. “I am very grateful to them 
because the end benefit is for the Soldiers and Families.”

Submitted by Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security

During the upcoming holiday season, many will take leave 
and some offices may be minimally staffed. 

However, terrorists, thieves and other criminals do 
not take holidays, so efforts to ensure West Point is a safe 
place to live and work need to be ongoing. Remember to 
be proactive and not take a holiday from the collective fight 
against terrorism. 

Remain vigilant by establishing the following measures.
• Before departing, institute a clean desk and work space, 

to ensure that anything out of place is easily spotted. Upon 
returning, take a minute to survey the workplace.  Is everything 
the way that you left it? If not, say something.

• Ensure that all documents or digital media are properly 
stored or shredded in accordance with standard operating 
procedures. For information about operations security, call 
the Installation Security Office at 938-2717.

• Remove all passwords from under keyboards or desk 
calendars as this is an OPSEC item also.

• Remove rosters, manning boards or out of office signs 
on doors. This includes the dry erase boards annotating leave 
dates that are popular in offices, especially those that are 
posted in public areas where visitors such as delivery people 
and others who do not need to know can see them.

• Inspect and secure all unused rooms and storage areas. 
Lock all external windows. Upon return, check these areas to 
ensure nothing is out of place.  

• Ensure you log off your computer and take your common 
access card with you. 

• Remember to promptly report any suspicious people, 
vehicles or crimes to the local law enforcement agency.

• During the holidays, take the time to thank the security 
personnel at the gates. While inconveniences may be 
experienced from time to time while accessing the gates, 
these men and women are a key contingent to West Point’s 
security.   

Be vigilant for a safe holiday

Lt. Col. Scott Crino, an instructor in the systems engineering department, discusses slides during a briefing 
with retired Gen. Frederick Franks Jr., UMSA class of 1959, about recommendations made by cadets 
regarding how to streamline the Army's medical and physical evaluation boards. Franks is presenting a plan 
to improve the boards to Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. George Casey later this month and asked cadets 
for recommendations to consider including in the plan.
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General receives Liberty Bowl’s highest honor 

Gen. Rogers, the 53rd commandant of cadets, dies

By Isidro Reyna
Army News Service 

A college bowl game’s highest honor was 
presented this week to an Army general who 
has been recognized for exemplary service 
to the nation.

Brigadier Gen. Kenneth E. Tovo, USMA 
class of 1983 and deputy commander, 
Special Operations Command - Europe, was 
presented with the 2008 AutoZone Liberty 
Bowl’s Distinguished Citizen Award at the 
Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 9. 

The general was honored for embodying 
the founding principles of the 50-year-old 
bowl game.

“Having thought about what the bowl 
stands for -- liberty -- and that this is a 

milestone year, we decided to honor someone 
in uniform,” said AutoZone Liberty Bowl 
Association President Mike Longo, USMA 
Class of 1983.

“It is our honor to award the AutoZone 
Liberty Bowl’s Distinguished Citizen Award 
to a great leader, a great friend and a great 
citizen,” Longo said.

Tovo joins a list of previous winners 
who have been awarded the honor since 
1972, including Navy Vice Admiral William 
Lawrence, Air Force Lt. Col. John A. Dramesi 
and the late U.S. Congressman G.V. Sonny 
Montgomery.

“I feel honored to be included in such a 
great group of Americans,” Tovo said. “This 
award really honors Army service of both 
the Soldiers and Family members who are 

Compiled by Kathy Eastwood

Retired Gen. Bernard W. Rogers, (USMA 
class of 1943), former commandant of cadets 
at West Point and the longest-serving NATO 
commander died Oct. 27 at the age of 87 of 
a heart attack in Virginia. 

Graveside services were held for him at 
the West Point cemetery Dec. 12.

The four-star general was First Captain of 
the Corps of Cadets and received a Rhodes 
Scholarship to Oxford, England, where he 
received a bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in economics and philosophy, according to 
www.boston.com.  

Rogers’ 44 years in uniform included 
serving as chief aide to Gen. Mark W. Clark, 
commanding American troops in Austria; 
commanding a battalion in the Korean War; 

and a tour of duty in Vietnam as an assistant 
commander of the 1s Infantry Division. 
Rogers received the Distinguished Service 
Cross and his first general’s star for his service 
in Vietnam, according to www.nytimes.
com. 

In 1967, Rogers was appointed the 53rd 
Commandant of Cadets and served two 
years. In 1969, he became commander of the 
5th Infantry Division at Fort Carson, Colo., 
where he initiated steps to improve morale 
by opening a coffeehouse complete with folk 
singers to allow junior officers, enlisted men 
and minorities to talk about their concerns. 

He changed Soldiers’ routines by 
abolishing kitchen duty, reveille, roll call 
and Saturday inspections.

Rogers became the Army Chief of Staff 
in 1976, serving for three years. While chief, 

defending our nation in this critical time in 
our history; and they should be proud of their 
service.”

Nominations for the award were made by 
the Liberty Bowl Festival Association and 
were then considered by the AutoZone Liberty 
Bowl executive staff under the leadership of 
bowl president, Michael Longo.

Longo, Tovo’s former roommate, served in 
the same company with the general when they 
were both lieutenants in their first assignment 
with the 82nd Airborne Division.

Tovo accepted the award on behalf of all 
the Soldiers and Family members serving 
the nation.

“ F a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  l i k e  t h e i r 
servicemembers, are serving the nation,” 
said Tovo. “They’re part of the strength of 

the nation and this country and its citizens 
appreciate that.”

Winners must have given outstanding 
service in his or her career field, demonstrated 
honor and integrity during their career and 
personal life and be viewed as a role model 
for young Americans.

“I’m honored that a member of the Army 
has been selected to receive the award,” 
Tovosaid. “It highlights the nation’s respect 
for what the Army is doing for the country 
right now.”

The AutoZone Liberty Bowl is scheduled 
to be broadcast on both radio and television 
Jan. 2. 

The game will feature a match-up of teams 
from Conference USA and the Southeastern 
Conference.

he quickly began improving training and 
development for a quick strike force, which 
he favored, and treading into the minefield of 
making the Army friendlier toward women 
and minorities. 

Rogers was appointed commander of 
American forces in Europe, replacing former 
Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr. 
(USMA class of 1947) in 1979. At the same 
time he was elected supreme commander of 
NATO for an unprecedented four, two-year 
terms. 

Rogers is survived by his wife of 64 
years, the former Ann Ellen Jones; a son, 
retired Col. Michael W. Rogers of Manassas, 
Va., and two daughters, Diane Opperman 
of Arlington, Va. and Susan Kroetch of 
Alexandria, Va. and six grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.Gen. Bernard W. Rogers

Staff Sgt. Diana Powers, flute; Sgt. 1st Class Glenn West, bassoon; Staff Sgt. Carey Winans, oboe; Staff Sgt. Josh Phillips, French horn; and Staff Sgt. Sam 
Kaestner, clarinet, provide Christmas music Tuesday outside Superintendent Lt. Gen. Buster Hagenbeck's office in Taylor Hall. The musicians form the West 
Point Woodwinds Quintet and are part of the USMA Concert Band. 										                  Emily Tower/PV

‘Tis the season for holiday music

Submitted by Directorate of 
Resource Management

The Bank of America Government Travel 
Credit Card Program was terminated Nov. 
29, and replaced by CiTibank Nov. 30, to 
conform with the Army contract for VISA 

card support. 
All outstanding balances need to be settled 

in Defense Travel System and paid in full to 
Bank of America no later than Dec. 30.

Patty Catello, Financial Specialist, 
Financial Operations Division, Directorate 
of Resource Management, is sending payment 

reminders for outstanding balances for 
Bank of America. If you have any questions 
regarding your balance, contact her at 938-
6508.

BOA has been asked to remit all credit 
balances to card holders. If you receive a 
credit refund from BOA, get with your major 

activity director resource advisor to ensure 
that the credit amount belongs to you and not 
the government. Review your DTS claims 
(e.g. credit from airlines, hotels, etc.).  

BOA has waived all phone fees. Call them 
at 1-800-472-1424 or visit their Web site at 
www.myeasypayment.com.

VISA Card transition from Bank of America to CiTibank
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Superintendent’s enlisted aide drawn to life
Community Features and Photos

Story and photos by 
Sgt. Vincent Fusco
Directorate of Communications

Sergeant 1st Class Andre Rush is a 
renaissance man of sorts. Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Buster Hagenbeck’s senior enlisted 
aide has an imposing physical stature that 
rightfully places him as part of the Supe’s 
security detail. But in addition to that and 
managing the Supe’s domestic affairs, Rush 
has other traits that add dimension to his 
character.

The Columbus, Miss., native, is also 
a world-class chef, an award-winning ice 
sculptor and an accomplished graphic artist. 
One of his most ambitious ongoing projects is 
a special guestbook in which, along with the 
names and signatures of various dignitaries 
who visit the Supe, caricatures of those 
visitors are included.

Rush has created these works of art as 
keepsakes for the Hagenbecks since their 
arrival in 2006. This hobby started in 1997, 
when he was the aide to retired Gen. Hugh 
Shelton, the former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff.

“I was thrilled when I saw the work he did 
prior to coming here,” said Judy Hagenbeck, 
the Supe’s wife. “I knew he had a very 
artistic background, but I didn’t know how 
much. This is just the tip of the iceberg on 
his talents.”

His idea started when he was noting all 
the individuals who had signed Shelton’s 
guestbook, to include kings, queens, 
presidents, prime ministers, delegates and 
other notables.

“Every time I saw them, I could picture 
what they would look like on paper,” Rush 

Sergeant 1st Class Andre Rush, senior enlisted aide to 
the superintendent, displays the guestbook illustration 
he made of President George W. Bush during his visit 
to West Point Dec. 9.

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates’ likeness was another of the illustrations 
created for the superintendent’s guestbook during his visit by Sgt. 1st Class 
Andre Rush.

Caricatures of the Coaches ‘K,’ NCAA basketball coaches Mike “Coach K” 
Krzyzewski and Bobby Knight are two more drawings done by Sgt. 1st Class 
Andre Rush for the Supe’s guestbook for their recent visit.

said.
Rush’s supervisor took notice of his 

artistic abilities and asked the protocol 
officer if Rush could draw caricatures in 
the guestbook. When he was denied that 
permission, Rush researched what kinds of 
products the guestbook publisher produces.

He learned the publisher had drawing 
paper, and asked if books could be published 
with drawing paper and guestbook entry paper 
on facing pages. When told they could, Rush 
had his first custom guestbook prepared for 
Shelton and his visitors, and filled it with 
colorful illustrations.

“They (the Sheltons) instantly loved it,” 
Rush said. “People thought the books were 
sent out to be drawn.”

The newest addition to the guestbook is 
an illustration of President Bush made during 
his third and last expected visit to West Point 
Dec. 9.

“(President Bush) got a kick out of his 
picture the other day,” Rush 
said. “Ninety-nine percent 
of the time, the guests 
make a remark about the 
guestbook.”

Because  Rush’s schedule 
is frequently hectic during 
visits by many of those he 
adds to the book, he often 
doesn’t get to see the Supe’s 
visitors in person before 
he draws them. He uses 
ind iv idua l  personal i ty 
features, such as a college 
institution, character trait or 
a personal interest to build 

on what the illustration will look like. If 
he needs to, he researches subjects on the 
Internet a week or two before the visit to find 
biographical information or a photo to assist 
in the process.

“Buster loves the idea of this,” Judy 
said. “He loves to come home and see what 
Sergeant Rush drew that day.”

Judy likes the first illustration Rush 
made for them -- a rendering of Qtrs. 100 
drawn during a visit by all the living past 
superintendents. Next to the house, Rush 
noted the years each superintendent took 
office.

She also liked the drawing he did of 
the first Thayer Award recipient during the 
Hagenbeck’s tenure here -- an illustration of 
Col. Sylvanus Thayer scribing the name of 

the recipient, Tom Brokaw.
“I just thought it was really clever,” Judy 

said. “He does his homework.”
Rush uses a variety of art media to create 

the caricatures, to include charcoal pencil, 
watercolor and acrylic paint. In addition, he 
creates original calligraphy to add subject 
names and titles.

“I try to use a couple different (art media) 
to give some dimension to it,” Rush said. 
“It makes it more challenging to include the 
charcoal pencil and watercolor in shading 
(the subject).”

Like many of his other abilities, Rush 
taught himself how to draw in high school, 
and learned about using different art media 
and shading through experimentation. Rush 
says he learns how to improve his drawing 
skills with each page he fills in the book.

“My personal favorite is probably the 
one I haven’t done yet,” Rush said. “I’m still 
waiting for the next challenge.”

Rush is pleased that, through his hobby, he 
can give the Hagenbecks something special 
they will remember and treasure for years 
to come.

“I love what I do,” Rush said. “I love 
making people happy. It’s always a good thing 
when it puts a smile on their face.”

When talking about the guestbook, Judy 
said, “This is so much better than a traditional 
guestbook.  

Referring to Sgt. 1st Class Rush, she 
added, “It’s like taking a piece of Sergeant 
Rush with us. He’s very special to us. We’re 
very lucky to have him.”
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Plebes end semester by exploring what comes next

Lieutenant Col. James Merlo leads cadets through 
a class on the use of advanced sensory perception 
equipment.

Community Features and Photos

Story and photos submitted by 
Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership

As the semester comes to an end and most courses start 
reviewing old study material for final exams, the PL100 
General Psychology for Leaders classes bring in new 
material presented by various members of the Department of 
Behavioral Sciences and Leadership faculty. 

“We want the freshmen to think about what they can do 
with their course knowledge down the road,” said Lt. Col. 
Diane Ryan, course instructor. “So we created a lesson at the 
end of the course called enrichment.” 

The enrichment lesson brings in researchers and advanced 
area experts to take psychology material to the next level.  

For instance, in PL100 the students use worksheets to learn 
and label the different parts of the brain. However, during the 
enrichment lesson, Dr.  Mike Matthews spent time dissecting 
real brains with small groups of students.  

“The hands-on opportunity to take my book learning to the 
next level was incredible,” said Plebe Douglass Waggoman. 
“I actually used blades to cut into the brain while learning 
from the expert.”

The enrichment lesson is set up so the cadets, in groups of 
18-20, spend an hour on a topic of choice from their general 
psychology syllabus. For example, 20 students interested 
in senses and perception found themselves strapped into 
advanced military communications equipment. Lt. Col. James 
Merlo, who teaches tactile (skin and touch) systems, put the 
cadets through a testing session with equipment so advanced 
it has not been issued to squad leaders yet.  

Majors Stu Greer, Lolita Burrell, Joe McLaine, Rob 
Meine and Joe Geraci presented material on serial killers, 
negotiations, emotional resilience, small unit cohesion and 
leading in times of trauma respectively; Drs. Morten Ender, 
Marjorie Carroll, Michael Hennelly, Lisa Korenman and 

Judith Rosenstein presented the Obama election, psychology 
of combat strategic failure, Facebook and hate crimes 
respectively to their groups; Maj. Joe McLaine and Angela 
Rehak team taught emotional resilience and Lt. Col. John 
Graham reviewed social network analysis.

When reviewing the success of the semester and the 

enrichment lessons, Maj. Kandace Daffin, deputy course 
director and enrichment class organizer, said “Ending the 
course with a view to the future is so much more powerful 
than simply reviewing material covered in the past 40 lessons. 
These cadets have gotten some more depth in one area instead 
of more breadth.”

Dr. Mike Matthews dissects a brain for the plebes in 
PL100 General Psychology for Leaders as part of the 
enrichment class given to each section at the end of 
the semester.
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Tips for keeping safe and warm during the winter months ahead
Community Leisure

Compiled by Kathy Eastwood

Winter, especially in the northeast, can be unpredictable 
with snow, rain, freezing rain and sleet invading the roads 
and limiting activities. Any of these weather events can make 
traveling hazardous. Yet many people still need to make it to 
work. If there is a need to drive in difficult winter weather, 
there are some things that can be done to make the process 
safer, according to www.roadandtravel.com.

• Before getting into a vehicle to travel, completely clear 
the windshield and check windshield wiper blades to ensure 
they are working properly. Scrape ice off of every window 
including the outside rear-view mirrors and headlights. 

• Have the anti-freeze tested by a mechanic to make sure 
it is at the level of protection required for the vehicle.

• Check the tires inflation. Either under-inflation or over-
inflation will prevent the tread of the tires from meeting the 
road surface.

• If residing in areas where snow and ice are certain 
during winter, install snow tires. They have a tread design 
that provides better traction and road-gripping abilities than 
all-weather tires.

• Keep gas tank at least half-full. Extra volume helps reduce 
moisture in the fuel tank and adds weight to the vehicle.

• Put extra weight, such as bags of sand or kitty litter 
into the trunk. These also can provide traction when stuck in 
snow. Keep the trunk of the vehicle packed with emergency 
equipment in case there is an emergency. Pack blankets, 
candles with matches, snacks, flares, a Citizens Band radio, 
cell phone, small shovel, flashlight, windshield scraping 
equipment, tow ropes, sand or cat litter and long jumper 

cables.
•  Dr ive  s lowly. 

Posted speed limits show 
the stated maximum 
speed allowed in ideal 
weather conditions. 
Police can write citations 
to motorists driving 
the posted speed limit 
if weather conditions 
warrant a slower speed. 

• When warming 
up the vehicle before 
starting out, don’t run it 
longer than a minute to 
circulate the fluids and 
oil. Engine damage can 
occur if the motor runs 
for too long and the car 
is not in motion.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention advises 
those going out in winter weather for any length of time 
to be prepared by dressing in loose-fitting layers. Make 
sure the outer clothing is tightly woven. Wear wool, silk or 
polypropylene inner layers of clothing as they hold in body 
heat. Cotton tends to draw heat away from the body.

• Protect the head by wearing a hat and use a scarf or knit 
mask to cover the face and mouth to help prevent frost bite. 

• Wear mittens instead of gloves because they are 
warmer

• Wear water-proof coats and boots. Stay dry.  Wet clothing 

will chill the body quickly as will excessive sweating, so 
remove extra clothing if too warm. 

When exposed to cold temperatures, the body loses 
heat faster than it produces it. Too long an exposure to 
the cold uses the body’s stored energy, which can result 
in hypothermia, an abnormally low body temperature 
that affects the brain so the victim is unable to think or 
move well. 

The elderly, children, the homeless, hikers and hunters 
are vulnerable to hypothermia. Watch for signs of:

• Shivering, exhaustion;
• Confusion, fumbling hands;
• Memory loss and slurred speech;
• Drowsiness.
If symptoms of hypothermia are observed, the first 

thing to do is take the victim’s temperature. Below 95 
degrees is an emergency and immediate medical care is 
recommended. If it is not available begin to warm the 
person by

• Getting them to a warm room;
• Removing wet clothing, if present;
• Warming the center of the body first, e.g. the chest, neck, 

head and groin, using an electric blanket  loose, dry layers of 
blankets, clothing, towels or sheets;

• Drinking warm (but not alcoholic) beverages to help 
increase body temperature. Do not give beverages to an 
unconscious person.

Winters can be fun, especially if one is interested in winter 
sports such as skiing, snowmobiling and ice fishing. 

With a little common sense, it also can be a healthy 
experience.
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Support Division, United States Army 
Garrison, West Point IMNE-MIL-PWF, 667A 
Ruger Road, West Point, NY 10996-1592 or  
via phone at 938-4459, fax at 938-2529 or 
e-mail at George.Markt@usma.edu email.

The EA and Draft FNSI also are available 
for review on the Web at http://www.hqda.
army.mil/acsim/brac/env_ea_review.htm 
and at the following locations:

• Village of Highland Falls, 303 Main St. 
in Highland Falls; 

• West Point Community Library, 622 
Swift Road; 

• Village of Cold Spring, 85 Main St., 
Cold Spring;

• Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library, 
10 Morris Ave., Cold Spring; 

•  The Alice Curtis Desmond and Hamilton 
Fish Library, Garrison; 

• Woodbury Public Library, 23 Smith 
Clove Road, Central Valley. 

Sales associate needed
DUSA Gift Shop is looking for a weekend 

sales associate.  
Applications can be picked at the shop 

located inside the West Point Museum. 
For more information, contact Brandi 

Stokes at 446-0566. 

Ambulance corps volunteers needed
The Town of Highlands Ambulance Corps 

is looking for volunteers to become emergency 
medical technicians and emergency vehicle 
drivers. 

Volunteers must be at least 18 years 
old and residents of Highland Falls, Fort 
Montgomery or West Point. 

Volunteers receive uniforms, equipment, 

Red Cross sponsoring mail to 
wounded Soldiers program

The American Red Cross is sponsoring a 
program to send mail to wounded Soldiers. 

Send a Christmas card or letter to wounded 
warriors or Family members at Holiday Mail 
for Heroes, P.O. Box 5456, Capitol Heights, 
MD 20791-5456.

This address is genuine and comes from 
the Red Cross Web site at http://www.
redcross.org/email/saf.

Vehicle registration holiday hours
The Provost Marshal’s Office will have 

shorter hours for the vehicle registration 
section during the holidays.

Holiday hours are 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 24 
and 31. The office will be closed Dec. 25-26 
and Jan 1-2.

Toys for Tots
The Directorate of Emergency Services in 

conjunction with the U.S. Marine Corps will 
be conducting a Toys for Tots drive. 

New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off 
at the DES/PMO, Bldg. 616, on Swift Road 
until Saturday. 

There will also be a drop box at the PX 
Saturday. 

For more information, call Sgt. Maj. 
Franklin Blanche at 938-8552 or Maj. James 
Redding at 938-4815.

DIMHRS
All Soldiers are required to make an 

appointment with the MPD to review and 
update their files no later than Friday. 

Appointments are available 7 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. weekdays. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o 
s e t  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  c o n t a c t  t h e 
Military Personnel Division at 938-
5060/8491/8489/2035/3005/3703 or e-mail 
laura.perez1@us.army.mil.

Before your appointment, review your 
ORB/ERB and OMPF. 

Any changes that are needed require 
appropriate documentation.  

The new DD Form 93 is now uploaded 
into eMILPO. 

Do not use the form on AKO.

Commissary holiday hours
The commissary will be open 10 a.m.-6 

p.m. Monday and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday. 
It will be closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. 
The commissary will be open during 

regular business hours all other days during 
the holiday season.

Holiday schedule for Arvin CPDC
Arvin Cadet Physical Development 

Center will be open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Monday-Wednesday, Dec. 26-27, 30-31 and 
Jan. 2-3; 1-9 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 28 and Jan. 
4; and 5:30 a.m.-11 p.m. Jan. 5. 

The center will be closed Dec. 25 and 
Jan. 1.

Environmental Assessment and Draft 
Finding of No Significant Impact

The Environmental Assessment and Draft 
Finding of No Significant Impact for the 2005 
Base Realignment and Closure at the U. S. 
Army Garrison West Point is available for 
public review through Monday. 

Information is available from George H. 
Markt, P.G., NEPA Coordinator, Installation 

What’s Happening
training and a retirement program. 

For more information, call 446-3101 or 
e-mail JStroppel@THVAC.org.

Photo workshop
Hudson Highlands Photo Workshop is 

displaying “In Focus,” a juried exhibition of 
members finest photos, at Newburgh Free 
Library at 124 Grand St., in Newburgh. 

The exhibit runs Jan. 4-31. Hours are 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays-Saturdays and 1-5 p.m. 
Sundays. 

For more information, call 563-3601 or 
visit www.hudsonhighlandsphotoworkshop.
org.

Wildlife education program
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum is 

hosting open days at the Wildlife Education 
Center during which attendees can see the 
education center’s live animals. 

The center’s hours are noon-4 p.m. Friday- 
Dec. 28, 30-31 and Jan. 2-4. 

A “Meet the Animals” program begins 
at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. during each of these 
days. 

The center is located at 25 Boulevard in 
Cornwall-on-Hudson. 

Museum members and children younger 
than 3 are admitted for free. 

For  more information,  cal l  534-
5506, extension 204, or visit  www.
hhnaturemuseumorg.

Thursday-Dec. 26
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
1 p.m. Army Newswatch
7 p.m. Army Newswatch

Dec. 29
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
1 p.m. Army Newswatch
1:30 p.m. USMA Band 
               Holiday Concert
7 p.m. Army Newswatch
7:30 p.m. USMA Band
               Holiday Concert

Dec. 30
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
9 a.m. USMA Band 
          Holiday Concert

Command Channel 
8/23

Dec. 18 - Jan. 8

Friday        --  Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa, PG, 
                                                                7:30 p.m.
Saturday    --  Quantum of Solace, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 26      --  Closed
Dec. 27      --  Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa, PG, 
                                                                7:30 p.m.

The theater schedule also can be found at 
www.aafes.com

in the movie theater at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752

NOW SHOWING

Keller 
Corner
Year-end checklist

The end of the year is a good time to 
double check that all female beneficiaries have 
had a yearly well-woman appointment, all 
children are up to date on their immunizations, 
vision and hearing screenings have been done 
and all beneficiaries have been informed about 
their TRICARE benefits.

KACH providers
Keller Army Community Hospital 

is experiencing a primary care provider 
shortage because of Global War on Terrorism 
deployments. 

When appointments are not available at 
KACH, patients are offered appointments in 
the civilian network. 

For urgent care needs, the KACH 
emergency room is available for patients 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

Blood drive kickoff campaign
There will be a kickoff campaign meeting 

from 2:30-4:30 p.m. today at the Keller Army 
Community Hospital Dining Facility about 
the upcoming Armed Forces Blood Program’s 
Jan. 12-15 blood drive. 

Appointed key personnel from each 
activity should attend this meeting. Provide 
the names of attendees to Mary Mandia at 938-
2583 (BLUD) or via e-mail at mary.mandia@
amedd.army.mil by today.  

KACH closure
All outpatient clinics, laboratory, pharmacy 

and radiology will be closed Dec. 25-26 and 
Jan. 1-2. 

These offices also will be closing at noon 
Friday. 

The emergency room will remain open 
throughout the holiday season.  

At Your Leisure

DECEMBER weekly changes (as of 12/15)
C  FUND	           -  0.47 percent
 I  FUND	                                        +       0.34    percent
 S FUND	           -  0.55 percent

1 p.m. Army Newswatch
7 p.m. Army Newswatch
7:30 p.m. USMA Band
               Holiday Concert

Dec. 31
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
Noon  USMA Band
         Holiday Concert
7 p.m. Army Newswatch
7:30 p.m. USMA Band
               Holiday Concert

Jan. 5-8
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
1 p.m. Army Newswatch
7 p.m. Army Newswatch
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Winter is finally here: It’s time for skiing tips
By Robert DiBenedetto and Michael 
McCormick
DMWR 
 

As ski season approaches, it’s time to 
inspect and tune equipment. But that’s only 
part of the equation.

One’s physical shape and the skills of 
other skiers and snowboarders also play into 
having a good day on the slopes as skiing is 
an intricate balance of skier and equipment 
working with a variety of environmental 
conditions and other skiers (or snowboarders) 
enjoying the same slope. 

Ski patrollers at the Victor Constant Ski 
Slope are fortunate compared to those at other 
ski areas. Most of the West Point patrons are 
physically fit and willing to work together, 
which helps reduce the chance of serious 
injury and promotes trail courtesy. 

Here are some simple things to consider that 
can help ensure a good skiing experience:

• Equipment is up to date and in good 
working order. Before skiing, have bindings 
checked by a qualified ski mechanic at the ski 
slope or any ski shop in the area to ensure they 
release properly. As one’s height, weight, age 
and skiing ability change, ensure the proper 
binding adjustments are made, which can help 
prevent falling injuries.

• Skier/boarder is physically able to 
participate in the sport. Always make sure 
muscles are stretched and limber, which will 
enable quicker recovery from the strenuous 
exercise.

•  Ensure proper clothing to protect from 
the elements is worn. Dressing in many thin 
layers allows for the removal of layers as one 
gets warmer.

• Understand the trail skill levels. Ski 
at the appropriate skill or comfort level. 
Ski patrollers are available to provide help 
for those who might find themselves on a 
slope above their skill level and can assist 
with terrain negotiation or help skiers down 
the slope using evacuation equipment like 
toboggans or snow mobiles.

• Know how to use the lift equipment. 
Lift operators are there to assist in loading 
and unloading. Don’t rush if you have never 
used lift equipment or are unfamiliar with 
the process. Talk to the lift attendants to get 

assistance. The operators may slow or stop the 
lift to enable those unfamiliar with the lift’s 
operation to get on safely. This can be done 
at both the lower lift house and at the upper 
lift house off-load ramp. 

The slope is equipped with “hard line” 
communication and radios, which allow the 
lower lift attendant to communicate with 
the upper lift attendant when chairs may 
need slowing or someone needs assistance 
in unloading. (All chairs are numbered for 
identification.)

•  Know the terrain and your abilities/skill 
level. All ski areas post trail maps or provide 
printed brochures. Victor Constant’s map 
provides the location of the main office, ski 
lodge, trails and their ability ratings, ski lifts, 
lesson information and other points of interest 
that may assist you during your outing.

•  Know if the weather and slope conditions 
match your abilities. East coast skiing can 
vary from one extreme to another, from deep 
powder to hard-packed snow to ice or rocks. 
Conditions, including type of snow, open trails 
and temperatures at the ski slope are posted 
on the MWR Web site (www.westpointmwr.
com), on the telephone information line (938-
2475), at the lower lift house and at the upper 
ski patrol cabin and are updated daily. 

The patrol cabin is open for skiers to use to 
warm up. Plan for this and if crowded trails 
are a concern, wait until conditions are more 
comfortable before continuing to descend.

•  Try not to ski alone. The buddy system 
is best.

•  Skiing is a demanding sport, so hydrate 
frequently, maintain carbohydrate levels and 
take a rest break before getting too tired. 
Like ski equipment, skiing skills can get 
rusty. Take a lesson every once in a while as 
equipment and styles change. Keep up with 
the changes to maximize skiing and boarding 
experiences. 

• If taking medication that may cause 
drowsiness, don’t ski. This can cause injury 
to the skier and others on the slope. Should 
an accident occur, be sure to inform the ski 
patroller assisting about any medications that 
have been taken. This is pertinent to the care 
that is given.

• While skiing, anticipate that other 
skiers may have different lines of sight. For 

instance, snowboarders have 
a dominant foot, meaning 
they are unable to look over 
that forward shoulder. The 
downhill skier or boarder has 
the right of way.

New York has rules and regulations 
for skiing. A complete list of these rules is 
posted on the left side of the lower lift house 
entrance. They are also available at www.
skiandrideny.com/article18.html.

The National Ski Patrol Web site also has a 
list of skier’s responsibilities. Become familiar 
with this information before skiing. Go to 
www.nsp.org/1/nsp/Safety_Information/

YourResponsibilityCode.asp. 
Although skiing is a sport with inherent 

dangers, maintaining one’s equipment, 
keeping fit, exercising good judgment and 
promoting trail courtesy should ensure a 
positive ski experience for everyone.

For more information, check www.
westpointmwr.com or the Ski Area Info 
Hotline -- 938-2475.

Skiing and snowboarding can be enjoyed in many ways. At areas you may 
see people using alpine skis, snowboards, telemark skis, cross country skis, 
and other specialized equipment, such as that used by the disabled. 

Regardless of how you decide to enjoy the slopes, always show courtesy 
to others and be aware that there are elements of risk in skiing that common 
sense and personal awareness can help reduce. 

Observe the code listed below and share with other skiers and riders the 
responsibility for a great skiing experience. 

• Always stay in control, and be able to stop or avoid other people or 
objects. 

• People ahead of you have the right of way. It is your responsibility to 
avoid them. 

• You must not stop where you obstruct a trail, or are not visible from 
above. 

• Whenever starting downhill or merging into a trail, look uphill and yield 
to others. 

• Always use devices to help prevent runaway equipment. 
• Observe all posted signs and warnings. Keep off closed trails and out of 

closed areas. 
• Before using any lift, you must have the knowledge and ability to load, 

ride and unload safely. 
Know the code. It’s your responsibility. Be safety conscious.

National Ski Patrol Responsibility Code
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FMWR Blurbs
Paying for college class

ACS Financial Readiness is hosting a 
class about paying for college from 1-2:30 
p.m. today at ACS, Bldg. 622.  

For more information, call 938- 5653.

ITR international food shopping tour
Join ITR for an international food 

shopping tour from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
in New York City. 

Call 938-3601 for more information.

Golf end of season sale
The golf end of season sale runs through 

Sunday at the West Point Golf Course Pro 
Shop. 

Save money on a selection of golf gear and 
equipment. Call 938-2435 for more details.

Education survey
Take the Department of Defense Education 

Activity survey through Feb. 28 at www.
dodea.edu. 

The survey provides feedback about 
the quality of education and areas needing  
improvement. 

All parents of DODEA school age children 
are encouraged to complete it.

BOSS Project Angel Tree
Stop by the PX lobby to support local 

Families in need this holiday season with 
Project Angel Tree. 

Take an ornament off the Angel Tree and 
buy an age-appropriate gift. 

For more information, call 938-6497.

BOSS Santa suit rentals
Looking for a Santa or Mrs. Claus suit for 

your holiday party or Family gathering? 
BOSS is renting suits this holiday season. 

Rent one or both for the day. 
For suit rentals and information, call 

938-6497.

Hockey program
West Point Sports Office Staff and Faculty 

Hockey Program has begun. 
Sessions are 9-10:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

and 7-8:30 p.m Sundays. 
For more information call 938-3066.

Dance lessons
Ballroom dancing classes begin at 6:30 

p.m. Jan. 27 at Cullum Hall. 
Classes run six consecutive Tuesdays, 

ending March 3. 
To register, call 938-3601 or stop by 695 

Buckner Loop. 
Visa and Master Card are accepted.

ACS volunteers wanted
ACS can help build marketable skills to 

incorporate into resumes. 
Volunteer and develop professional 

references and community networks while 
giving back to the Army community. 

Volunteer areas include Financial 
Readiness, Employment Readiness, Army 
Family Action Plan and Relocation. 

Child care costs will be covered. 
For more information, call 938-5658. 

Lifeguards needed
FMWR is looking to hire Red Cross (or 

equivalent) certified lifeguards to monitor 
swimmers at Crandall Pool for a noon 
weekdays lap swimming program. 

Those who are interested should submit an 
application to NAF Civilian Personnel, which 
can be reached at 938-2822. 

For more information, call 938-8249.

Skate program
The FMWR Community Skate Program 

takes place 3:30-5 p.m. Sundays through 
March 8 at Tate Rink. 

Call 938-3066 for more information.

BOSS resale lot
Do you have a vehicle you want to sell? 

Consider the BOSS Resale Lot located in the 
Commissary Parking lot. 

Call 938-6497 for more information. 
 
CYSS SKIES

Child, Youth and School Services SKIES 
Instructional Program sessions are ongoing.  

For more information, visit www.
westpointmwr.com or call 938-3727/8893.

Weekly job listings
The Employment Readiness Program 

offers weekly job listings to military Family 
members living on West Point and in the 

surrounding community. 
This is a free service. 
To list your available openings with the 

Employment Readiness Program, please 
e-mail amyjo.johnson@usma.edu.

Army’s eCYBERMISSION
The Army’s eCYBERMISSION program 

has launched its virtual judge recruitment 
campaign for the 2008-09 competition year. 

Prospective virtual judges can learn 
more and register to volunteer at www.
ecybermission.com by using the code 
ARMY. 

More information is also available by 
calling 1-866-GO-CYBER or by e-mailing 
volunteerprogram@ecybermission.com.

Christmas Caroling in Highland Falls
Children from the West Point Elementary School Chorus and Diane Storey, directing the children, got into the Christmas spirit by belting out carols at the Hudson 
Highlands Holiday event Dec. 13 at Lady Cliff Park in Highland Falls. The event was sponsored by the Highlands Chamber of Commerce which was put on to build 
community spirit among the West Point, Highland Falls and Fort Montgomery communities.                                                                     Photo By Rich Storey  
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Cow guard Cleveland Richard leads the team in scoring, rebounds, steals and is second on the 
team in assists this season.

Army and Community Sports
Jack-of-all-trades Richard leads Army’s attack 
Story and photos by 
Eric S. Bartelt

Cow Cleveland Richard is an 
up-and-coming guard for the 3-7 
Army men’s basketball team. He, 
as his head coach will tell you, is 
a jack-of-all-trades and while not 
spectacular at any one particular 
thing, he does all things well.

“Cleveland does a lot of things 
for us … he scores, rebounds, passes, 
dribbles, plays inside defense a little 
bit and he’s a flexible player in terms 
of scoring inside and outside,” said 
head coach Jim Crews. “He’s been 
one of our more consistent players 
this year.”

The 6-foot-3-inch Houston 
native has been steady and so 
consistent that he leads the team 
in scoring at 9.9 points per game, 
rebounding at 3.5 rebounds per 
game, steals with 18 and is second 
on the team with 25 assists.

Richard’s playing time has 
increased by 10 minutes each year 
since the 13 minutes a game he 
played as a plebe, and he is now the 
only Army regular to average more 
than 30 minutes a game at 33.7. 

In spite of his early season 
success, he still sees a lot of work 
ahead to become the player he wants 
to be.

“I just try to do too much or 
think about things too much and, 
at times, don’t get the results I 
want,” Richard said. “My defense 
is decent, but there’s always room 
for improvement as far as being on 
the ball, moving my feet, keeping 
my hands up and boxing out for 
rebounds.

“As far as offense, I need to 
work on consistently knocking 
down shots and creating for my 

teammates,” he added. “My biggest 
problem has been not being set 
when I’m ready to shoot.”

Richard is developing and trying 
to build a killer instinct that has 
plagued him and his teammates 
early in the season. 

They’ve compiled many single-
digit losses to start the season and 
lost to Penn State 60-45 Dec. 10 
when they were only down by 
a point with about 11 minutes 
remaining to an 8-2 squad.

“I think we’re making strides to 
become better everyday,” Richard 
explained. “But, sometimes, I think 
we lose track for a couple of minutes 
of the details that we need to pay 
attention to. That’s what we’re 
working on everyday -- to become 
better in those areas.

“We’re developing to become 
a 40-minute team,” he added. 
“We’re in this together, no one is 
getting down on one another. It’s a 
team effort and as we continue to 
get better as a team, the wins will 
come.”

Army came back strong Dec. 
13 against Fairleigh Dickinson 
with a 74-52 victory with Richard 
scoring 13 points and fellow Cow 
guard Josh Miller adding 14 points 
and Firstie forward Doug Williams 
scoring the team-high 16 points.

Ultimately, for the team to grow 
and become more successful, they 
will have to continue to share the 
points load because of a lack of 
dominant scorer or someone to 
look to in the clutch moments of 
the game like they did with Jarrell 
Brown and Matt Bell the two 
previous seasons.

“We don’t have anyone who can 
score like those two guys (Brown 
and Bell), but we’ve got more 

guys who can chip in,” Crews said. 
“However, when it gets down to 
the nitty, gritty, a lot of times that’s 
when you start looking for that guy 
who can hit the basket and he’s not 
there right now. That’s gotten us 
into trouble.

“Right now, we have a hurdle 
to jump when we get to the final 
moments of a game and we need 
to trust in our offense,” he added. 
“We could trust Jarrell Brown (who 
graduated in 2008), so we would 
look to pass to him, get a screen to 
get him open and we had a tunnel 
vision on that, but we don’t have that 
now and we must get over that and 
trust the system because it could be 
this guy this time and that guy next 
time. … They just have to play off 
of each others’ talents and in the 
long term it’ll be better for us once 
we jump that hurdle.”

Crews did say that the team 
doesn’t shy away from taking the 
shot and their hearts are in the right 
place, but they have a tendency to 
take ill-advised shots.

“They are stepping up and 
shooting too quickly or shooting 
under too much pressure or a little 
bit out of range,” Crews explained. 
“However, I would rather have them 
be on the aggressive end then not.”

Crews has a good amount 
of team depth with players like 
Williams, who continues to get 
better offensively, and younger 
players like Yearling forward/guard 
Nathan Hedgecock (15 points versus 
Dartmouth) and Plebe guard Julian 
Simmons (18 points at Brown), all 
of whom have had their shining 
moments early in the season on the 
offensive end.

The team is lead by its triple-
threat at guard with cows Josh 
Miller, Marcus Nelson and Richard, 
who have grown immensely in the 
two-plus years they’ve been at West 
Point, especially on defense.

“Josh, Marcus and I have played 
together since we’ve been here and 
we take pride in keeping the ball in 
front of us and closing in on shooters 
to try to help the low-post and 

rebounding on the boards,” Richard 
said. “I play inside sometimes as 
well, so I understand both aspects, 
so the big guys try to help the 
guards as far a cutting people off in 
the corner, but everybody relies on 
everybody for a total team effort.”

Richard has more than a season-
and-a-half to create special moments 
in his career, and, so far, the systems 
management major said his team’s 
win against Navy his plebe year 
was a great highlight as well as 
defeating Lehigh in the Patriot 
League quarterfinals last year when 
he dove on the floor for a loose ball 
in overtime to help clinch the team’s 
victory.

“My freshman year, when we 
won in the first round, it was said 
it hadn’t been done in 10 years and 
then we did it again last year and 
it felt just as good,” Richard said. 
“The overall goal is to make it to 
the NCAA Tournament … and I 
see those (first round victories) as a 
step in the growing process, but we 
just have to win the next one. We’ve 
done it twice, but we’re looking for 
more.”

Crews said the PL tournament 
wins against Lehigh were an 
“absolutely huge step” in the building 
process of the team and that they 
have been resilient 
through an extremely 
tough environment.

“It is a tedious 
process to build a 
winner … we’re a 
two-semester sport, 
they play so many 
games and our kids 
are on the road with 
exams coming up,” 
Crews said. “There 
are a lot of things 
that go on at a very 
demanding place and 
we got to keep them 
going.”

A 3-7 start to the 
season is a minor 
setback, but Richard 
said, “coach always 
says, in life you have 

setbacks, but the way you come out 
of those setbacks is what makes 
you who you are and we plan to get 
through this.”

The biggest thrill Crews gets is 
seeing his team overcome its odds 
with everything they face from 
academy life to playing teams with 
better talent then Army because it 
builds character for the rest of their 
lives.

“It can be such a rewarding and 
fundamentally great thing for the 
rest of your life if you’re learning 
the right lessons. I want them to do 
that while enjoying the experience,” 
Crews said. “The biggest enjoyment 
in college athletics is you have a 
bunch of guys who are working 
together and seeing these guys 
develop.

“To put these guys in a position to 
succeed and maximizing their assets 
while minimizing their liabilities is 
a day-to-day thing,” Crews added. 
“It’s a big hill to climb here, but 
it’s a rewarding hill when you 
keep building toward it. We’ve got 
resilient players and a resilient staff 
that keeps going. … I think we’re 
making pretty decent progress, even 
though it may not show with our 
record, but we’re going down the 
road the right way.”

Firstie forward Doug Williams scored his season-high (16 points) 
versus Fairleigh Dickinson Dec. 13 in a 74-52 victory at Christl 
Arena.

Cow guard Josh Miller is second in scoring 
with 9.6 points per game.
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Stan Brock was fired as Army head football coach Dec. 12 after 
a 6-18 record in two seasons at the helm.        Eric S. Bartelt/PV  

Brock will not return, 
coaching search begins

Army and Community Sports

By Bob Berretta
Athletic Communications

Army Director of Athletics 
Kevin Anderson announced Dec. 
12 that Stan Brock will not return 
as West Point’s head football coach 
in 2009.

“I’d like to thank Stan for 
his hard work and dedication to 
the Army football program the 
past five years and wish him and 
his Family well in the future,” 
Anderson said. “Stan and his Family 
have been valued members of our 
athletic program and have made a 
significant impact in the West Point 
community.”

Brock was notified of the 
decision Dec. 12, six days after 
Army completed its season with a 
34-0 loss to Navy. 

In two years at the Black 
Knights’ helm, Brock compiled a 
6-18 coaching record (.250).

“ I  s u p p o r t  t h e  a t h l e t i c 
director’s decision,” said Lt. Gen. 
Buster Hagenbeck, West Point 
Superintendent. “This was not a 
hasty or emotional decision, and 
Stan has been a great member 
of our community, but winning 
is particularly important to the 
military academy and to an Army 
at war. There is no substitute for 
victory.”

Anderson stated that a national 
search for Brock’s replacement will 
begin immediately.

“We have a search committee 
and will seek the advice and counsel 
of academy leadership during the 
search process,” Anderson added. 
“We will not have a timetable to hire 

a new coach. It is more important 
to find the right person to lead this 
football program; however, time is 
of the essence, and we will move as 
quickly as possible.

“Winning is very important to 
everyone associated with the Army 
football program. We will find an 
individual that provides our cadet-

athletes with the best opportunity 
for success both on and off the 
football field. Our stated goal is 
to deliver a winning product that 
wins the Commander in Chief’s 
Trophy and earns postseason bowl 
bids, a program of which graduates, 
Soldiers and fans around the world 
can be proud.”

Staff and Faculty 
     Basketball 
     Standings

*Standings as of Dec. 12

NORTH DIVISON               W - L 
1.  DMI                                  11 - 1
2.  DAD/ODIA                        9 - 3
3.  SYSTEM ENGRS              6 - 5
4.  MEDDAC                          5 - 6

CENTRAL DIVISION         W - L
1.  MATH 1                             8  - 5
2.  DPE                                    6 - 6
3.  BTD/USCC                        1 - 10
4.  SOCIAL SCIENCE            0 - 10

SOUTH DIVISON               W - L 
1.  GENE/DFL                        9 - 3
2.  W.P. GARRISON               5 - 3
3.  HISTORY                           7 - 5
4.  D/LAW                               6 - 5
5.  MATH 2                             5 - 4
6.  USMA BAND                    5 - 6
7.  ENGLISH                          4 - 8
8.  EE&CS                              2 - 9

Dec. 18 - Jan. 7
Corps

Saturday -- Women’s Basketball  
vs. Presbyterian, Christl Arena, 
1 p.m.

Sunday -- Men’s Basketball vs. 
VMI, Christl Arena, 1 p.m.

Jan. 6 -- Men’s Basketball 

   Sports calendar
vs. Fairfield, Christl Arena, 
7 p.m.

Jan. 7 -- Women’s Basketball 
vs. Fairleigh Dickinson, Christl 
Arena, 7 p.m.

Club
No Home Events Scheduled.
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Rutgers defeats Army at 
Maggie Dixon Classic  

Army and Community Sports

  CLUB RESULTS

    Unit Basketball Standings
*Standings as of Dec. 12

                                     W - L 
1.  MEDDAC                4 - 0
2. STAFF & FAC.         2 - 1 
3. 105TH ANG              1 - 3

• Cycling Team: In the hotly contested National Cyclo-cross Championship last 
weekend in Kansas City, Mo., the Army Cycling team earned the distinction of the second 
best Division II collegiate cyclo-cross team in the nation. 

Managing to hold off 16 other teams on the muddy Missouri course, racers from Army 
rode to second with some outstanding personal effort on the grueling race course. 

This was the end of a yearlong competition between collegiate teams in four disciplines 
-- road, track, mountain bike and cross racing -- for the establishment of an overall national 
ranking. 

Though the results for the overall Division II standings have yet to be published, 
chances are West Point will once again earn a Top 3 position. 

The Cyclo-cross team this year consisted of seven race-hardened riders: Firsties Greg 
Keith and Caitlin Mcardle, Cows Nicole Hilaire and Judith Li, and Yearlings Jeremy May, 
Joseph Grimm and Erik Wilburn. 

The team competed in 10 races, half of those in the Eastern Collegiate Conference. 
In the Eastern Collegiate Conference (DII), Army finished in second place behind MIT, a 
team they beat at nationals during the weekend. 

Perhaps the biggest victory for Army at the nationals was earning two Top 5 finishes 
in the women’s collegiate category. Hilaire and Li placed third and fifth, respectively, in 
the DII Collegiate women’s race. This is an amazing accomplishment considering the 
quality of the women’s field this year. 

Additionally, Hilaire also managed to place seventh in the under-23 National 
Championship the day before the collegiate event. 

The cycling team now looks to the spring road racing season, a season that kicks off 
on the first weekend of March at Rutgers University. 

In the meantime, several members of the team will travel to Tucson, Ariz., from Dec. 
27-Jan. 4 for a joint training camp hosted by the Air Force Academy. 

Look for Firstie riders Steve Pingree, Alex Krienke, Derek Merkler and Courtney 
Rehwoldt to lead the team to a championship road season this year. 

                                      W - L
4.  MPs                           1 - 3
5.  STEWART MAR.     1 - 2

By Tracy Nelson
Athletic Communications

Facing its second nationally ranked 
opponent of the season, the Army women’s 
basketball team took center stage Dec. 14 at 
Madison Square Garden in New York City to 
take on No. 14/13 Rutgers in the first game of 
the third annual Maggie Dixon Classic. 

On an emotional day that celebrates the 
memory of former Army head coach Maggie 
Dixon, the Black Knights saw their four-game 
win streak come to an end in a 59-38 setback 
against the Scarlet Knights. 

Firstie guard Alex McGuire led Army 
with 16 points, while Yearling forward Erin 
Anthony followed with 10 points and a team-
high five rebounds. Rutgers’ guard Epiphany 
Prince topped all players with 25 points. 
Center Kia Vaughn and guard Brittany Ray 
added 12 points apiece, while Ray added a 
game-high eight rebounds and three steals. 

“I thought that we did some good things 
defensively today,” said head coach Dave 
Magarity. “It’s just tough for us to match-
up with a team like Rutgers. I thought Alex 
(McGuire) had a solid afternoon. We just have 
to take advantage of when we’re open and 
shoot the ball. Rutgers is just a tremendous 
team with great size and really talented 
guards. We’ll take away a lot of learning 
points from this game.”

The Scarlet Knights pounded the ball 
inside early and often, getting Vaughn the ball 
on three straight possessions before Army was 
able to get on the board. Rutgers continued to 
prevent Army from getting its offense going, 
establishing a 12-2 lead just under seven 
minutes into the contest. 

McGuire’s pair of free throws (9:13) 
and three-pointer at the 7:29 mark capped 
a quick 7-3 Army run that made it a 17-10 

game. Rutgers answered, however, with a 
Prince three-pointer with 7:53 to go. Army 
re-energized and netted eight points in the 
final two minutes, including a pair of McGuire 
triples, to enter the break trailing by a 33-21 
margin. 

Neither team scored for the first three-plus 
minutes of the second half. Prince got Rutgers 
moving with a triple from the left baseline 
and a Ray free throw seconds later allowed 
the Scarlet Knights to take their largest lead 
of the game, 37-21, with 16 minutes to play. 
Army, meanwhile, endured over a six-minute 
drought to start the second half. McGuire’s 
jumper with 13:39 remaining put the Black 
Knights on the board, while Yearling guard 
Jessie Coiffard’s three-pointer from the top of 
the key (12:21) cut the deficit to 41-26. 

The Black Knights sliced the deficit to 12, 
48-36, following an Anthony put back with 
just under four minutes on the clock. From 
there, the Black Knights were unable to get 
any closer as Rutgers took advantage of its 
size and trips to the free throw line down the 
stretch. 

Aside from McGuire and Anthony, 
Army’s scoring came from Firstie forward 
Megan Evans (four points), Yearling guard 
Nalini Hawkins (four points), Coiffard (three 
points) and senior forward Courtney Wright 
(one point). 

The annual Maggie Dixon Classic is 
played to honor the memory of former Army 
head coach Maggie Dixon. Dixon led Army 
to its only Patriot League title in 2005-06, but 
died suddenly April 6, 2006, after suffering a 
heart arrhythmia. This year’s firstie class will 
represent the last Army players who played 
under Dixon.

Army breaks for a week for final exams 
and resumes play Saturday to take on 
Presbyterian at 1 p.m. at Christl Arena. 

Firstie guard Alex McGuire led Army with 16 points against No. 14/13-ranked 
Rutgers at the Maggie Dixon Classic Dec. 14 in New York City.   Eric S. Bartelt/PV  




