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out of a possible 600; Dowd shot a 
543; Moore shot a 538; and team 
captain Firstie Kimberly Schultz 
shot a 528 for a team score of 2,155 
—fifth place for the event. Navy 
took fourth with a 2,160; MIT took 
the team bronze medal with a 2,166; 
University of Utah took the team 
silver medal with a 2,168; and Ohio 
State won the event with a 2,172.

T h e  o v e r a l l  n a t i o n a l 
championship is based on the 
aggregate score of all three events.  
West Point won the overall National 
Intercollegiate Pistol Championship 

Army and Community SportsArmy and Community Sports

Pistol team wins national championship

April 3-12
Corps

Friday -- Men’s Tennis vs. 
Lafayette & Holy Cross, 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center, 3 
& 8 p.m.

Friday -- Gymnastics, ECAC 
Championships (Team), Gross 
Sports Center, 6 p.m.

Saturday -- Women’s Tennis 
vs. Lafayette & Holy Cross, 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center, 8 
a.m. & Noon.

Saturday -- Baseball vs. Holy 
Cross, Doubleday field, Noon 
(DH).

Saturday -- Lacrosse vs. 
Bucknell, Michie Stadium, 
Noon.

Saturday -- Gymnastics, ECAC 
Championships (Individual), 

   Sports calendar

By Maj. Paul Johnson 
Pistol team OIC

With an aggregate score of 
6,259 from three pistol events, 
the Army pistol team took the 
overall championship at the 2009 
National Intercollegiate Pistol 
Championships, March 18-20 at 
the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit 
ranges at Fort Benning, Ga.  

Based on scores from sectional 
matches held in mid-February at 
colleges around the country, the Top 
10 four-person teams in free pistol, 
standard pistol and air pistol were 
invited to compete.  

Go ing  in to  the  na t iona l 
championship, West Point was the 
third-ranked team in free pistol 
behind Navy and Ohio State; the 
second-ranked team behind Navy 
in standard pistol; and the fourth-
ranked team in air pistol behind 
Ohio State, MIT and Navy.  

In addition to the Top 10 teams 
invited to the national championship, 
the Top 30 individuals, again based 
on sectional match scores, were 
invited to compete in each of the 
three events. West Point had five 
cadets invited in free pistol, five 
in standard pistol and four in air 
pistol.  

Free pistol was the first event 
of the competition and was held 
March 18.  

Free pistol is an Olympic event 
in which each shooter has two hours 
to fire 60 precision shots at a target 
50 meters down range. Competitors 
use a single shot, .22-caliber pistol 
for this event. 

For the West Point scoring team, 
Firstie Ryan Dowd shot a 495 out of 
a possible 600. Firstie Cy Hudson 
shot a score of 477. Cow Danny 
Moore shot a team-high 500, and 
Plebe Ben Poth shot a 488.

With a team score of 1,960, West 
Point earned the team bronze medal 
and finished 30 points behind gold 
medal winner MIT and 10 points 

behind silver medal winner Navy.  
Firstie Seth Freshly competed 

as an individual and shot a score 
of 489.

The standard pistol event was 
held March 19.  

The event is fired in three phases. 
A total of 60 shots are fired at a 
target 25 meters away using a semi-
automatic .22-caliber pistol.  

In the precision phase, each 
shooter fires four strings of five 
shots each. The competitor has two-
and-a-half minutes to complete each 
string. For the timed fire phase, each 
competitor again fires four strings of 
five shots within 20 seconds. 

The final phase, rapid fire, is 
similar to timed fire except only 10 
seconds are allowed to complete 
each string of five shots.  

Dowd shot a personal best 555 
out of a possible 600 to lead the 
West Point team. Hudson also shot 
a personal best of 547. Freshly shot 
a 525, and Yearling Luis Rivas shot 
a 517 for a team score of 2,144.  

When the gunsmoke had cleared, 
West Point had won the team gold 
medal, Dowd had won the individual 
gold medal and Hudson had won the 
individual silver medal.  

Ohio State took the team silver 
medal with a score of 2,083, and 
Texas A&M’s score of 2,056 was 
good enough for the bronze medal.

Heading into the air pistol 
match—the final event of the 2009 
National Intercollegiate Pistol 
Championships—West Point had 
a 100-point lead over arch rival 
Navy, a 150-point lead over the 
varsity team from MIT, and a 
200-point lead over Ohio State’s 
varsity team.  

Air pistol is an Olympic event in 
which the competitors have 1 hour 
and 45 minutes to fire 60 precision 
shots at a target 10 meters away.  

A single shot .177-caliber air 
pistol is used to shoot at a 10-ring 
smaller than a dime.  

Hudson shot a team high of 546 

Gross Sports Center, 6 p.m.
 
Sunday -- Men’s Tennis vs. 
Navy, Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center, 1 p.m.

Sunday -- Baseball vs. Holy 
Cross, Doubleday Field, 1 p.m. 
(DH)

Tuesday -- Baseball vs. Iona, 
Doubleday Field, 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday -- Baseball vs. 
Manhattan, Doubleday Field, 
3:30 p.m.

April 11 -- Women’s Tennis vs. 
Long Island, Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center, Noon.

April 11 -- Baseball vs. Navy, 
Doubleday Field, Noon (DH).

April 12 -- Baseball vs. Navy, 
Doubleday Field, 1 p.m. (DH).

Firstie Kimberly Schultz, pistol team captain, won a gold medal in sport pistol at the 2009 National 
Intercollegiate Pistol Championships March 18-20 at Fort Benning, Ga.  
                                                                                            Photo by Duston Saunders/Pistol coach

Club
Friday-Sunday -- Orienteering 
Team, Orienteering Skills 
Workshop, Camp Buckner, Fri. 
(4 p.m.), Sat. (8:30 a.m.) & 
Sun. (8:30 a.m.).

Saturday -- Army Cycling team, 
Army Spring Classic, Shea 
Stadium/Camp Buckner, 8 a.m.

Saturday -- Women’s Lacrosse, 
Round Robin Tournament 
(Rhode Island, Syracuse & 
Northeastern), Daly Field, 
Noon.

Apr i l  11 - -  Crew Team, 
President’s Cup Regatta (Marist, 
LaSalle & RIT), Caufield 
Boathouse, 8:30 a.m.

April 11 -- Women’s Rugby, 
opponent TBD, Anderson Rugby 
Complex, 1 p.m.

with a score of 6,259. Navy was 
second with a 6,164 and MIT 
was third with a 6,120. The early 
favorite, Ohio State, finished fifth 
behind the University of Utah.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  D o w d 
w o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o p e n 
National Intercollegiate Pistol 
Championship.  

His three event aggregate score 
of 1,593 bested Ohio State’s Seth 
Berglee, last year’s winner, by three 
points. 

Schultz won the two event 
women’s aggregate national title 

by winning sport pistol and placing 
third in Women’s air pistol. 

“Our cadets did exactly what we 
asked them to do,” Pistol head coach 
Duston Saunders said. “We knew 
if we focused on performance, the 
score would take care of itself.”  

S c h u l t z  s a i d  n a t i o n a l 
competitions bring a lot more 
pressure than regular season 
matches, but the team was ready 
for that pressure.

 “We kept our composure,” 
Schultz said. “The other teams 
didn’t.”

Orienteering wins
The West Point Orienteering team won the 2009 U.S. 
Intercollegiate Orienteering Championship Sunday in Patapsco 
State Park near Baltimore. The win marks the seventh straight 
national championship for the West Point team. Firstie Neal 
Trump won the varsity male individual competition edging 
out Yearling Jordan Laughlin by 41 seconds. Firstie Michelle 
Alderson took third place in the varsity female competition 
while Yearling Mary Ann Thomas took first place in the junior 
varsity competition.        Photo by Maj. Jon Campbell/Orienteering OIC




