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  CLUB RESULTS

• Grappling Team: The U.S. Military Academy grappling team dominated at the NAGA 
Northeast Ground Fighting Championship May 2 in Edison, N.J.  Firstie Sean “The Ankle 
Assassin” Davies earned first place in the men’s no-gi beginner featherweight division 
through superior conditioning, a dominating mindset and with his profound knowledge of 
ankle locks.  

Davies won the championship match in devastating fashion placing his opponent in his 
signature ankle lock move making his opponent tap in 30 seconds.  

Plebe Colby Brunette had an impressive showing as he ran through the men’s beginner 
no-gi lightweight division and earned second place. 

Yearling William Yankauskas earned first place by steamrolling through the men’s 
beginner light heavyweight class. 

Cow Travis Anderson placed second in the men’s advance no-gi division. Anderson 
also fought in the men’s advance absolute class (all weight classes combined) and in his 
third-place match competed against celebrity Bill Duff from the History Channel’s “Human 
Weapon.” Duff edged out Anderson for the decision based on points scored, but it didn’t 
hurt that Duff, an ex-professional football player, weighed 280 pounds to Anderson’s 179 
pounds. Although Anderson lost the decision, his fight was one of the most exciting fights 
of the day.  

Cow Art Dominiak placed second in the men’s advanced no-gi light heavyweight 
division. While Dominiak controlled his opponent in the Guard for the majority of the 
match, his opponent was able to accumulate more points at the end of the match to solidify 
the victory.  

Yearling William Nagy placed second in the men’s no-gi heavyweight division. Nagy 
was winning the championship round by imposing his will on his opponent, but with mere 
seconds left in the match Nagy found himself caught in an ankle lock and was forced to 
submit.  

Yearling Travis Zahnow exhibited poise and a keen understanding of positioning in his 
grappling debut.  Zahnow made it to the third medal round and lost a heartbreaking match 
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for the bronze.  
Yearling Michael Eoute showed that USMA produces warrior leaders of character by 

demonstrating  great sportsmanship after losing to another opponent because of his trickery 
and use of foul tactics.  

And, once again, Maj. James Smith, the team officer-in-charge, led by example by 
placing first in the men’s beginner masters no-gi cruiserweight division and first in the men’s 
beginner no-gi cruiserweight division. Smith had some very exciting fights and also was 
able to demonstrate his credo that “conditioning is his best submission.”

• Men’s Handball Team: The Army Men’s Handball Team finished an incredibly 
successful season May 9-10 in Elgin, Ill., at the 2009 USA Handball Open Nationals 
Tournament. 

This year’s tournament was the culmination of USA Handball’s season and pitted the 
country’s Top 20 teams against each other in a mixed bracket and round-robin format. 

Army started off extremely strong by defeating a Chicago team in a decisive 30-4 
victory. The same day, Army faced off against the Florida Hurricanes, a talented team of 
predominantly former Cuban national team players. At the end of regulation, Army and 
Florida fought each other to a 22-22 standstill, resulting in an overtime shootout. 

Army’s three firstie players, Captain Brian Walsh, Justin Key and Jake Abramowitz, 
sealed the victory for Army by scoring on all three attempts, while Yearling goalie Tim 
Wagner blocked one of Florida’s three shots to send Army into the Elite Eight in thrilling 
fashion. 

Despite the heroics and spark from the bracket play, Army failed to overcome a key 
injury and lost close contests to Los Angeles, Atlanta and a Houston team that took second 
overall. 

Although the Army players were not completely satisfied, Army finished an impressive 
eighth overall of 20 teams, a strong effort against a very competitive field. 

The 2008-09 season was one of Army Handball’s most successful seasons in recent 
history. Army added a gold medal from the Blue Cup Tournament in North Carolina, one 
that Army had not won since the 1990s, and secured their third consecutive College National 
Championship in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

As the incredible year comes to a close, Army looks toward next year to repeat on 
the successes from this season and to build as a team to reach further success in USA 
Handball.     
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USA Triathlon announced their All-American list, and seven West Point triathlon team members made the list. Firsties 
Nick Vandam and Nick Sterghos and Cow Ashley Morgan were declared full All-Americans. Firstie Kari Vahle and Cows 
Rob Sherry, Brian Lagasse and Andy Stock were named All-American Honorable Mention. The team results for the 
Duathlon National Championships were also announced and West Point Triathlon team won its first Collegiate National 
Championship. Duathlon is a run-bike-run event, as opposed to a swim-bike-run. West Point beat out the contingent 
from Navy, Virginia Tech, and North Carolina State among other schools.                                        Courtesy photos

Triathlon earns Duathlon championship




