The 20th Annual West Point Parents Club conference was held at Eisenhower Hall April 17-19, 2008.  Seventy-eight participants gathered for a welcome reception on Thursday evening and had an opportunity to meet and chat with members of other clubs.  The Superintendent, Dean, Commandant as well as the USMA and USCC CSM were present to welcome the representatives from parent clubs throughout the country.
Friday morning’s agenda started with a welcome by Dolores Salvatore, Parents Club Coordinator, and MAJ Tom Bryant, XO for the Directorate of Communications. 
The first presenter of the day was the BG Robert Caslen, Jr., Commandant who welcomed the club representatives and answered questions on calendar and training changes to the 2008-2009 year.  Lieutenant Colonel David Jones, Special Assistant to the Commandant for Strategic Planning, followed and explained the changes as well...
President and CEO of the Association of Graduates, COL (R) Robert McClure along with Ms. Kristi Brown, Assistant Director of Class and Annual Giving, talked about the various AOG Programs and the Parents Fund. 
Colonel Thomas Kastner, Vice Dean for Resources, spoke of many and various Academic programs available to cadets, including travel abroad.
Ms. Nancy Brennan from Keller Army Hospital explained the TRICARE benefits each cadet receives.  The appointment system at West Point is Mon-Fri 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 845-938-7992, or visit the tricare website.  Cadets are covered by TRICARE Prime which means no cost to the cadet for routine civilian health care if:  there is a referral, an authorization and a TRICARE network provider is used.  

Lieutenant Colonel (R) Jim Flowers, USMA Licensing Director, supplied the participants with an overview of trademarks and the use of logos.

Captain Nick Strasser and Ms. Lori Doughty from the Staff Judge Advocates Office gave an overview on the ethics regulation.
Representatives from the Directorate of Intercollegiate Athletics discussed the following: Mr. Ron Salvatore, Assistant Athletic Director for NCAA Compliance and Academics, gave a short overview on NCAA rulings to assist parents who may be helping to recruit potential candidates; Mr. Jeff Helion, Marketing Coordinator, gave an overview on intercollegiate sporting events.
Colonel Craig Flowers, Director of Cadet Activities, accepted a check for $13,000 from the WPPC of Greater Houston Parents Club for the Cadet Activities Fund.  COL Flowers also gave a great presentation on DCA activities and programs.
Colonel Deborah McDonald, Director of Admissions provided an in depth presentation on the admission process and how parent clubs can assist in supporting these efforts.
