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Most Major University Presses Now 
Publish All Their Journals Online

– Oxford
– Cambridge
– Chicago
– Harvard
– Johns Hopkins
– California
– Yale



Most major academic commercial 
publishers also publish their 

journals online

– Elsevier
– John Wiley
– Blackwell
– Sage
– Springer
– Palgrave Macmillan



Eight Types of Online Serials



1) Free – Commercial - Individual 
Title







2) Free – Open Access –
Individual Title





3) Current Subscription –
Individual Title





4) Current Subscription -
Package – Owned





5) Current Subscription -
Package – Leased





6) Accessible Archive





7) Dark Archive





8) Aggregator – Leased





Five Types of Online Books



1) Free – Individual – No 
Press





2) Free – Individual –
Academic Press





3) Free – Aggregators







4) Paid – Individual





5) Paid – Aggregators





Open Access Publishing

• Definition
– Electronic
– Free to all readers
– Funded by grant-agency, author, society, or 

some combination

List at Directory of Open Access Journals
Problem: Most pretty obscure.

http://www.doaj.org/


PLoS: Public Library of Science

http://biology.plosjournals.org/


Open access more effective
in disseminating research

– Gunther Eysenbach, “Citation Advantage of Open Access Articles” Public 
Library of Science Biology 4 No. 5 (May 16 2006): e157.

Analyzed 1,492 research articles

Mean 206 days after publication
• Open Access Articles: 63% cited
• Non – Open Access Articles: 51% cited

Mean 288 days after publication
• Open Access Articles: 95% cited
• Non-Open Access Articles: 86% cited

Average number of citations
4-10 months after publication: open access articles cited 2.1 times as often as non-OA
10-16 months after publication: open access articles cited 2.9 times as often as non-OA



Problems with Open-Access

• Can all journals be sustained with funds 
from authors and grant-agencies?

• Can Elsevier’s near monopoly in some 
fields be broken without mandates?



Faculty Attitudes towards 
Electronic Publishing

Source: Roger C. Schonfeld and Kevin Guthrie, “What Faculty Think of the 
Changing Environment," CNI Task Force meeting, Phoenix, AZ, April 17, 
2007. 



What is “very important” to faculty choosing where to publish articles:

Freely Available on the Internet
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What is “very important” to faculty choosing where to publish articles:

Accessible in the Developing World
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What is “very important” to faculty choosing where to publish articles:

The journal is “highly selective”
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What is “very important” to faculty choosing where to publish articles:

“Preservation is assured”
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What is “very important” to faculty choosing where to publish articles:

The journal has “wide circulation and reading”
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Summary

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Available for free

Accessible in
developing world

Highly selective

Preservation is
assured

No cost to publish

Wide circulation and
reading

Percent of faculty who believe that each characteristic is “very important” 
in influencing the decisions where to publish their articles, 

among those who have published an article in a scholarly journal during the past five years



Student Preferences

Students overwhelmingly prefer electronic sources

• Kristine Condic, “Student Preferences for Purchase Given Limited Library 
Budgets” Collection Building 23 No. 1 (2004): 5-12

• Nila A. Sathe, “Print Versus Electronic Journals” Journal of the Medical 
Library Association 90 No. 2 (April 2002): 235–243. 

• Ziming Liu, “Print vs. Electronic Resources: A Study of User Perceptions, 
Preferences, and Use” Information Processing and Management 42 No. 2
(March 2006): 583-592.

• Paulina Melgoza et. al. “Information Overload” Collection Building 21 No. 1 
(2002): 32-43.

Anecdotal evidence from reference librarians at USMA confirms.



Faculty Habits and 
Desires



Starting Point for Research

“Below are four possible starting points for 
academic research.  Typically, when you 
are conducting academic research, which 
of these four starting points do you use to 
begin locating information for your 
research?”
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2003: Starting Point: Disciplinary Groupings



2006: Starting Point: Disciplines
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Approximately Half of Faculty Have Used E-Books

Rarely
36%

Never
48%

Often
2%

Occasionally
14%



Faculty:
Format 

Preferences



Faculty on importance of long-term preservation
of electronic journals

74 82
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If our library cancelled the
current issues of a print
version of a journal but

continued to make them
available electronically, that

would be fine with me

Regardless of how reliable
and safe electronic

collections of journals may
be, it will always be crucial
for our library to maintain

hard-copy versions of
journals

Assuming that electronic
collections of journals are

proven to work well and are
readily accessible, I would
be happy to see hard-copy
collections discarded and

replaced entirely by
electronic collections

Librarians
Faculty



Percent agreeing very strongly with: 

“If my library cancelled the current issues of a print journal 
but continued to make them available electronically,

that would be fine with me.”
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The Bean Counter’s 
Perspective

Source: Roger Schonfeld, Donald King, Ann Okerson, Eileen Gifford Fenton, The Nonsubscription 
Side of Periodicals: Changes in Library Operations and costs between Print and Electronic 
Formats (Council on Library and Information Resources, 2004).



Aggregate number of staff hours expended at 11 academic 

libraries on 14 activities, by format.



[Continued]: Aggregate number of staff hours expended at 
11 academic libraries on 14 activities, by format.



Relationship between Print and Electronic 25-Year Life-

Cycle Costs



Total 25-Year Life-Cycle Cost Differentials as a Percentage of 

Annual Non-Subscription Periodicals Expenditures



Potential for Better Searching
Example #1

• Quote in a book about Hagia Sophia:
– “[The Church] is distinguished by indescribable 

beauty, excelling both in its size, and in the harmony 
of its measures, having no part excessive and none 
deficient; being more magnificent than ordinary 
buildings, and much more elegant than those which 
are not of so just a proportion.”

• Translated by W. Lethaby and H. Swainson, from Procopius, 
De Aedificiis, in The Church of St. Sophia Constantinople, 
(New York: 1894), pp. 24-28. 











Potential for Better Searching
Example #2

I need the text of
Emperor Basil I’s Epanagoge









Potential for Web Crawling

Papal Primacy from Its Origins to the 
Present

Klaus Schatz

. . . Thomas Flint has noted that the Holy See only 
invited . . . 3

3 Tomas Flint, “Middle Knowledge and the Doctrine 
of Infallibility” Philosophical Perspectives 5 (1991): 
393.

“Middle Knowledge and the Doctrine 
of Infallibility”

Thomas Flint

. . . Brian Tierney, on the other hand . . . 82

82 Brian Tierney, Origins of Papal Infallibility 
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1972), 89-97

Origins of Papal Infallibility

Brian Tierney
. . . Smylie notes that American Protestants were 
aghast . . .17

17 James Smylie, “American Protestants Interpret 
Vatican Council I” Church History 38 (1969): 462-
463.

“American Protestants 
Interpret Vatican Council I”

James Smylie

Book

Book Article

Article



Conclusions

Faculty want to publish in journals that are

• highly selective
• assured of being preserved
• widely circulated and read

Some electronic journals meet all conditions.



Conclusions

• Today's faculty
– Usually do not start their research in an online catalog 

(history, philosophy, and classics are still exceptions).
– Rarely start their research in a library building.
– Most often start their research with a specific e-

research tool or Google.

All these points argue in favor of electronic 
subscriptions.



Conclusions
• Today's faculty

– Believe "I will become increasingly dependent on 
electronic research resources in the future."

– Are generally more conservative than librarians in 
format preferences.

– Do not yet envision an entirely electronic collection
– Are generally happy with cancelling print journals for 

electronic versions (history, philosophy, and classics 
are an exception).

– Want assurances that electronic journals can be 
preserved.



Conclusions

• Few large-scale studies on student 
preferences.

• Small-scale students indicate strong 
preference for electronic journals.

• Anecdotal evidence is overwhelming that 
students prefer electronic journals.



Conclusions

• Electronic versions of periodicals are

– cheaper for libraries to oversee and maintain.
– more accessible
– more searchable



What about books?
Publishers slow to convert. Modest attempts.

• Rice University Press now electronic only – published 
three books since 2006.

• Duke University Press – “e-Duke Scholarly Books 
Collection”
– Launched last year. 
– Package deal – yearly subscription.

• Science Direct now offers approx. 4,000 books.
– Unlike Duke (lease), these are purchased.

• National Academies Press – Computational Technology 
for Effective Health Care





Why So Few Electronic Books?
• A great deal of sentiment and emotion is 

attached to physical books. 
• Publishers (with a few exceptions) haven’t found 

a successful economic model.
• It is possible (if unpleasant) to read an article on 

a screen; it is agonizing to read a book on a 
screen.

• Difficult to print an electronic book.
• A bound book is easier to read than a sheaf of 

papers.  



Solutions

Readers for Computer Screens





Espresso Book Machine
New York Public Library



Electronic Book 
Readers



Can publishers afford not to go 
electronic?

• Academic publishing in a crisis
• Paper, printing, distribution, and 

warehousing much more expensive than 
storing literature on servers.

• Changing expectations of students and 
faculty.



Role for Libraries

• Must address perverse model of scholarly 
publishing.

• Libraries must assume the role of the 
academic presses that are failing.



The End
Questions & 
Discussion
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