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Frequently Asked Questions for Graduation  

May 17-21, 2011 

Any additional questions may be directed to Deb Dalton,  

Parent Communications Liaison for West Point 

(845) 938-5650 or deb.dalton@usma.edu 

 

Graduation at West Point is a celebration for the graduating class. The activities 

surrounding graduation are open to families and guests of cadets. Some do 

require tickets. The information below is intended to assist with planning. 

 

 Parking – Lots A-F (in the vicinity of Michie Stadium) and Buffalo Soldier Field are 

designated parking areas for graduation week activities. Shuttle buses will run 

consistently Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 8 a.m. -11 p.m. and Friday 

8 a.m. – 11 p.m. Additional stops are added on Thursday evening for the Baccalaureate 

services.  Buses will depart from A Lot. If you are parked in other lettered lots, please 

walk to the designated stop in A Lot to pick up the shuttle. Families/guests can also park in Buffalo Soldier Field and access 

shuttle bus service from there. The daily shuttle will run from 6:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. The schedule below augments the daily 

shuttle as indicated. 

Additional stops are listed below – numbers indicate time after the hour. 

Commissary and PX (H Lot)  0 30 

 Exit Stony Lonesome Gate 

 Enter Washington Gate 

North Dock    5 35 

Eisenhower Hall Tunnel   7 37 

West Point Club   10 40 

Mahan Hall Tunnel   12 42 

Thayer and Mills Intersection  13 43 

Buffalo Soldier Field   15 45 

 Exit Thayer Gate 

Visitor Center (off post)   19 49 

Hotel Thayer (exit ramp)  22 52 

 Reenter Thayer Gate 

Herbert Hall    24 54 

Holleder Center    25 55 

A-Lot     26 56 

 

Tickets for events – Tickets are necessary for the Graduation Parade and Graduation Ceremony.  

Cadets will receive at least 4 tickets for the graduation parade and 10 tickets for the graduation ceremony.  

For the graduation parade, you must show a ticket to sit in the stands. Underclass cadets act as ushers. Those without 

tickets will be allowed access to the stands 15 minutes before the parade if room is available. (Please respect the concept of 

one ticket per person entering the stands and please accommodate those with mobility challenges when possible.) Standing 

room is available on the sides of the Plain (along the fence) near Doubleday Field and you are welcome to bring chairs for 

those areas. This is also an excellent area for those in wheelchairs. It is one event that is NOT to be missed… 

 
What if a guest needs a wheelchair?   
If you are traveling with a family member who needs a transport chair, recommend bringing it with you (if possible) or 

contact Home Health Pavilion (845) 569-1250 for a rental. They are located in Newburgh and have been very 

accommodating. For those who are able to walk, but have some challenges, a wheelchair may still be a good idea as there is a 

lot of walking required. 

 

Handicapped Guests and transportation for Graduation – For those guests requiring handicap transportation to the 

graduation ceremony, only one family member may accompany that guest on the handicap bus. The handicap buses are 

limited in size and it is necessary to limit access in order to accommodate all those in need of special transportation. 
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What is a Regimental Reception and who attends?  
Graduating Firsties in each regiment are invited to attend a reception in their honor during graduation week. The receptions 

are held in the Superintendent’s Garden, weather permitting.  (Inclement weather site is usually Eisenhower Hall ballroom.)  

Cadets are welcome to bring parents and family members. First and second regiment receptions are held on Wednesday, third 

and fourth regiments are on Thursday. Attire for the garden reception is informal – suit or coat and tie for men, dress or suit 

for ladies. 

 
Graduation Banquet - The banquet is limited to graduating cadets plus three (total of 4 seats). Additional seats may be 

available via the cadet’s company. Additional family members and guests can enjoy the banquet from one of two satellite 

locations, either the West Point Club or the Hotel Thayer. Both will accept reservations in the spring (late April or early 

May); West Point Club (845) 938-5120 or Hotel Thayer (845) 446-4731. The banquet is broadcast to both locations via 

closed circuit television. Shuttle buses will drop guests off at both locations.  

For those attending the banquet in the cadet mess, please be at your seats by 6:45 p.m.  

 

Pre-Banquet Reception – “NEW” – The pre-banquet reception is open to all cadets and guests. The reception will be held 

in Eisenhower Hall. Each regiment will have a designated area where they can socialize with classmates, family and friends. 

Reception begins at 4:30 p.m.  

 

What is the attire for the banquet?  Banquet – Attire is formal or semi-formal.  

Cadets will be dressed in India Whites, a formal summer uniform. Military will wear the equivalent dress uniform, men 

typically wear a tuxedo or a dark suit, women – long or cocktail type dresses or evening pant suit. 

 

RV Parking – RV Parking for GRADUATION will be available at Round Pond and North Dock. Round Pond offers 

complete hook ups whereas North Dock is “dry camping” only. Reservations for Round Pond and North Dock will be 

taken on a first come, first served basis beginning January 18, 2011, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. The fee to park at North Dock is 

$15 per night and the fee to park at Round Pond is $25 per night. Fees can be paid via credit card over the phone; 

(845) 938-8811. There is a dumping station at the sewage treatment plant located just north of Shea Stadium (in the vicinity 

of North Dock). Camping at North Dock is limited to Sunday night to Sunday night (8 nights) during Grad Week.  Parents or 

guests who have pre-registered and paid the fees, should enter via Stony Gate and proceed to North Dock. RVs arriving that 

are not pre-registered, must proceed to Round Pond. The caretaker at Round Pond will be available until 11 p.m. to register 

and receive payment (cash or check only). Additionally, a Round Pond employee will tour/verify registered RVs parked at 

North Dock each night, beginning at 9 p.m., to issue parking permits to those pre-registered/paid guests. Any RVs/vehicles 

found not registered will be subject to ticketing and removal at the owner’s expense. 

What is the Superintendent’s Awards Review?  The review recognizes outstanding achievements by cadet companies in 

military training, athletics and extracurricular activities. Companies are awarded streamers for their guidons. 

 

What is the Brides’ Coffee?  – This is an invitation-only event sponsored by the Daughters of the United States Army 

intended for fiancées of cadets as “Welcome” to the Army Family.  For more information contact Patty Bastianelli via e-mail 

- usmabridescoffee2011@gmail.com. Mothers, future mothers-in-law, grandmothers, aunts, sisters, etc., are all welcome to 

attend with the brides to be.  An announcement is sent out to the cadets during spring semester asking for addresses for future 

brides who may wish to attend. 

 

Twilight Tattoo - “NEW Event” – An hour-long sunset military pageant that features Soldiers of the 3d U.S. Infantry 

Regiment (The Old Guard), troop, and ceremonial units. This performance will take place at Trophy Point (inclement 

weather site is Ike Hall Theater) is free and open to all parents and families. Bring your own chairs and blankets for seating. 

 

Academic Awards – On Thursday afternoon, 13 academic departments will host award ceremonies. The ceremonies are 

open to family and guests of those cadets who are receiving awards. Cadets receiving awards will have the appropriate 

information to share regarding time and place. A master schedule of all academic award ceremonies will be available on the 

Class of 2011 page in May. 
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Baccalaureate services – Each of the respective chapels will host a baccalaureate service. All services begin at 7 p.m. Bus 

service will be available to all chapels on post.  

 

Awards Convocation – Held on Friday afternoon at Eisenhower Hall is an event where various organizations and donors 

will present awards to deserving graduates. There is a reception following for award recipients and presenters. Not all cadets 

attend.  

 

Graduation – Gates will open at 7 a.m.  Additional tickets (beyond the 10 given to each graduate) will be available during 

graduation week at the Holleder Center Ticket Office during regular business hours.  

 

Bar pinning – commissioning ceremonies are held following the graduation ceremony in various places around West Point. 

Cadets (graduates) will often make arrangements to share their ceremony with good friends, teammates or company mates 

often asking a respected instructor/mentor or family member to administer the oath.  

 

Ordering Graduation Announcements – The Cadet Store will post information regarding ordering graduation 

announcements/invitations in February, with a deadline in March (dates to be determined). The order must be completed by 

the Cadets via an internal website. The cost for the items ordered will be deducted from the Cadet’s account. Be sure to 

discuss your family’s needs with your Cadet so the appropriate amount is ordered. 

Ferry Service – On Graduation Day, the West Point Ferry will transport family members and guests of cadets from the 

Garrison train station beginning at 6:30 a.m. (This is an exception to the regular “cadet only” service.) Family members and 

guests must know the name and company of their cadet to gain access to the service and must show identification. Please 

know security personnel will also check identification upon “entry” to West Point property. Buses will be available to 

transport guests to Michie Stadium for the graduation ceremony. 

Babies and graduation tickets – Infants sitting on a parent’s lap do not need a ticket. However, please keep in mind if you 

have an infant carrier, it will require some space. In that case it would be polite to have a ticket to account for that space. 

Hat Toss – At the end of the graduation ceremony, the graduates will toss their hats into the air in celebration. There will be 

announcements on the ITT Knight Vision video board as to location and time to gather. Children must be between the ages of 

6 and 10 years old and height must be between 42 and 54 inches tall. Hats are limited to one per child. Please know cadets 

will sometimes place pictures and other items inside their hats. 

Graduation Day Bus Information – Buses will travel FOUR routes around West Point on Graduation Day. 

RED: H and D Lot, Drop-off at A lot. Access stadium via Gates 6/6A 

 

GREEN:  Pick up point - Buffalo Soldier Field (inside Thayer Gate), drop-off at intersection of Howze Place and Fenton 

Road (near Truxton Lacrosse Ctr.) Access stadium via Gate 7, 6 and 6A 

 

BLUE: Pick up points - Target Hill Field, Thayer Extension, K-Lot Elementary School and Keller Army Community 

Hospital, drop off in A Lot. Access stadium via Gates 7, 6 and 6A. 

 

Handicapped Shuttle: H Lot (Commissary/PX lot) to Gate 6 (seating is on upper level of lower stands) and Gate 1 (seating 

is on the field). Only one family member may accompany guest requiring handicap transportation. 
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SECURITY Message - West Point is operating under a heightened security posture.  All visitors must enter through Thayer 

or Stony Lonesome gates only and should expect minor delays.  All persons 16 and older are required to show the 

security guards at the gates a valid, gov’t-issued photo ID and must keep the ID in their possession at all times.  All 

vehicles entering the installation are subject to being searched, this includes those with DoD decals.  Visitors planning to 

attend events associated with grad week are strongly encouraged to use the shuttle bus system as parking is limited. 

On graduation day all visitors must pass through metal detectors prior to entering Michie Stadium.  Arrive early to allow time 

to pass through security.  The following items will not be allowed into the stadium:  large bags, backpacks, coolers, umbrellas 

and all beverage containers (except baby bottles).  Please plan accordingly. 

As guests at West Point we ask for your vigilance.  Your help in the detection and reporting of criminal activities will help 

ensure that this year’s graduation is a success.  Anyone observing suspicious behavior or activity is urged to promptly report 

it to the Military Police at (845) 938-3333.   

REMEMBER, IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!  

 

Inclement weather plan – In the event graduation has to be moved indoors due to SEVERE weather, the following sites will be 

utilized for additional guests – Eisenhower Hall Theater will be the primary location for the graduating class and limited family 

members. Alternate locations include - Eisenhower Hall Ballroom, Eisenhower Hall Cadet Restaurant, Thayer Hall - Robinson 

Auditorium and various lecture rooms, classrooms will also be available in Bartlett Hall and Mahan Hall Auditorium.  

 
TICKETS for GRADUATION – For your convenience, if you need additional tickets for graduation, please visit the 

Holleder Center Ticket office, Wednesday – Friday (May 18-20), 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tickets will also be available at the 

stadium gates on the morning of graduation.  

Reminder – The gates at Michie Stadium open at 7 a.m., Saturday, May 21.  

For those not able to attend, the ceremony will be available online. Please visit www.westpoint.edu for the link. It will also be 

shown on the Pentagon Channel. Check your local listings for availability. 

As of 5/13/2011 – Document will be updated as necessary. 
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