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English and Philosophy

Past Events

1. On 23 February, cadets enrolled in EP374 (The Arts of War) attended a moderated discussion
with Karl Marlantes, author of the novel Matterhorn; the event was sponsored by the West Point
Center for Oral History. Cadets in the course had just finished their classroom consideration of
this critically acclaimed narrative of the Vietnam War that was also the focus of the
Commandant’s Reading Club this quarter.

Every soldier has a story ., ,
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Karl Marlantes (right), author of the novel Matterhorn, interviewed by Todd
Brewster, West Point Center for Oral History.

2. On 23-24 February, LTC Chris Mayer attended the 2011 Assessment in the Humanities
Conference at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. The conference was timed to coincide with
the release of Literary Study, Measurement, and the Sublime: Disciplinary Assessment, a
collection of essays about assessment in the literature classroom published on line by the Teagle
Foundation (http://www.teaglefoundation.org/disciplinaryassessment/). On 23 February, he
participated in a workshop that discussed and evaluated methods of assessment. On 24 February
the conference focused on problems and opportunities unique to assessment in the humanities.
While at Miami University, LTC Mayer also discussed approaches to assessing student learning
with the Chair of the Philosophy Department and the Associate Chair of Undergraduate Studies
for the English Department. The conference website is: http://www.units.muohio.edu/aihc/.

Future Events

1. Cadets in EN102, the Department of English and Philosophy’s plebe literature course, will
have the extraordinary opportunity to work with professional actors from the Hudson Valley
Shakespeare Festival in a series of acting workshops to be conducted 2-3 March in various
venues around post. More than a dozen actors will conduct over thirty workshops to prepare



cadets to memorize and perform a soliloquy from Shakespeare later this semester. Those
performances will constitute the first round of a semester-long competition culminating on
Projects Day with several finalists competing in the second annual “Academy lIdol.” This course
event is animated by the principle that through dramatic performance, cadets are encouraged to
take intellectual and emotional risks, develop their creativity, and refine their ability to
communicate persuasively and clearly to diverse audiences. The workshops are made possible
through the generosity of the family of the late Major General Herbert G. Sparrow, Class of
1933, who established the Shakespearean Workshop and Performance Gift Fund in his memory.

2. On Friday, March 4, MAJ Chris Case will take members of the Jazz Forum to The Falcon in
Marlboro, NY to see Adam Levy and Bill Sims, Jr. perform. Levy is a jazz, folk, and blues
guitarist who, in addition to writing his own music, plays guitar for Norah Jones. Sims is
primarily a blues guitarist whose work tries to “present a broader spectrum of the blues” and its
effect on different musical genres and influences in American culture.

3. On Friday, March 4, the Opera Forum will conduct a trip section to New York City to visit
the Metropolitan Opera House and watch a production of Iphigenie en Tauride by Christoph
Willibald Gluck. The production will star operatic legend Placido Domingo as Oreste. Before
attending the production, the cadets will visit the Frick Collection and tour a special exhibition
on the life and works of Rembrandt.



