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Past Events

1. From 22-30 July 2012, MAJ Alex WEeis led Cadets Eric Brauninger, Aaron Horwood,
McKenzie Hudgins, Nathan Mayo, and Holly Schlotterbeck on an exploration of philosophical
and religious traditions through art and music in Rome, Italy. This AIAD provided an
opportunity for cadets to broaden their perspective to new ideas by delving into the Greco-
Roman, Mithraic, early Christian, Renaissance, Reformation, and Counter-Reformation
worldviews. While in Italy, cadets also visited the U.S. Embassy in Rome where they discussed
the contemporary social, economic, and politico-military issues relevant to American and Italian
international relations. Some of the highlights of the trip included the Capitoline, the Vatican,
the Villa Borghese Museums, the Baths of Caracalla (where cadets delighted themselves with the
lyrics of Bellini’s opera Norma), and visits to the Roman Forum, Mythraic temples, Saint Peter’s
Basilica, and Queen Margarita’s palace (currently the home of the U.S. Embassy in Rome).

Cadets Mayo & Horwood before attending their very first opera — Bellini’s
Norma performed on the grounds of the ancient Baths of Caracalla

2. On 24 August, faculty who teach PY201 (Philosophy) met with Dr. Barry Lam (Vassar
College), Dr. Jamie Kelly (Vassar College), and Dr. James Snyder (Marist College) during the
Seminar on Designing and Teaching Introduction to Philosophy Courses. Seminar participants
exchanged ideas about how to improve student learning in introduction to philosophy courses,
with a focus on teaching critical thinking, course assignments and texts, and common challenges
faced when teaching introduction to philosophy courses. Participants also established plans for
future collaboration regarding these and other issues related to teaching philosophy at the
undergraduate level.






