LTC Brian De Toy

Director, Military Art and Science Major

United States Military Academy, West Point NY

Lieutenant Colonel Brian De Toy is director of the Military Art & Science major at the United States Military Academy at West Point.  An Infantry officer, De Toy received his BA from the University of Notre Dame in 1985.  He is a graduate of the Canadian Land Forces Command and Staff College Staff Course, and the US Army Command and General Staff College.  He received MA and PhD degrees in History from Florida State University, and has taught at West Point, the University of Kansas and for the University of Maryland’s University Campus.  He wrote a chapter, “Commanders-in-Chief:  Wellington and Berkeley, 1809-12” in the University of Southampton’s Wellington Studies II (1998), and the Oxford New DNB article on Admiral George Berkeley (2004) and recently wrote the introduction for Barnes & Noble’s December 2005 publication of Napoleon’s Art of War.  In September 2004 he organized a conference and edited the book produced from it, entitled Turning Victory into Success:  Military Operations After the Campaign (2005).  He has appeared in numerous television programs on A&E, History Channel, PBS, and Discovery; his most recent appearances are the January 2006 “Napoleon” and “Five Battles that Changed the World” on History International.  In February 2007 he will be seen on Discovery’s “Gettysburg.”  Lieutenant Colonel De Toy’s operational assignments include rifle platoon leader, rifle company XO, and assistant S-3 in a light infantry battalion in the 7th Infantry Division (Light), Fort Ord, California with deployment in Operation Golden Pheasant in Honduras 1988; acting battalion S-3 and rifle company commander in the OPFOR battalion at the Combat Maneuver Training Center, Hohenfels, Germany; and battalion S-3 and XO in a light infantry battalion in the 25th Infantry Division (Light), Fort Lewis, Washington with deployment to the Sinai peacekeeping mission in 2000.  Other key assignments include Professor of Military Science at the University of Kansas and Chief, Research and Publications, Combat Studies Institute, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.  Lieutenant Colonel De Toy has earned the Ranger Tab, the Expert Infantryman’s Badge, and both Airborne and Air Assault wings.  In addition, he has received seven Meritorious Service Medals among other awards.
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Current Position

Academy Professor, Director of the Military Art & Science Program, United States Military Academy, West Point, New York

Education

PhD, Florida State University, April 1997, European History

Dissertation "Wellington's Admiral: The Life and Career of George Berkeley, 1753-1818"  Directed by Prof Donald D. Horward 

M.A., Florida State University, April 1994, European History

Thesis "The Early Life and Career of George Cranfield Berkeley: The Education of an Admiral, 1753-1800"  Directed by Prof Donald D. Horward

B.A., University of Notre Dame, May 1985, History

Graduate, US Army Command & General Staff College, 1997

Graduate, Canadian Land Forces Command & Staff College Staff Course, 1990

Publications (those since 1999)
Introduction.  Napoleon’s Art of War.  New York:  Barnes & Noble, 2005.
General Editor.  Turning Victory Into Success: Military Operations After the Campaign.  Ft Leavenworth, KS: Combat Studies Institute Press, 2005. 

Article on George Berkeley for The New Dictionary of National Biography.  Oxford University Press, 2004.

“A ‘busy meddling folly’:  Wellington, Berkeley and the Sieges of Badajoz” Selected Papers 2002 Consortium on Revolutionary Europe. 

“Commanders-in-Chief: Wellington and Berkeley, 1809-12” in Wellington Studies II, Ed. CM Woolgar.  University of Southampton, England, 1999.

“The Impressment of American Seamen during the Napoleonic Wars”  Selected Papers 1998 Consortium on Revolutionary Europe. 

Academic Presentations (those since 1999)

“Defeating Napoleon’s Designs:  Littoral Operations in Galicia, 1809” Naval History Symposium, Annapolis, Maryland, 2007 

“The Royal Navy’s Cadiz Command Conundrum, 1809-12” 36th Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, Atlanta, Georgia, 2006
“Massena, Davout, and Leadership Today” 35th Consortium on Revolutionary Europe, Lakeland, Florida, 2005  

“John Fraser:  Civil War Hero and KU Chancellor” Civil War on the Western Frontier, Lawrence, Kansas, 2004

“A ‘busy meddling folly’:  Wellington, Berkeley and the Sieges of Badajoz” 32nd Consortium on Revolutionary Europe, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 2002.

“Americans in the Peninsular War” Banquet Address, Napoleonic Alliance Annual Conference, West Point, New York, 2001. 

“American Perspectives of the Peninsular War, 1809-12” 29th Consortium on Revolutionary Europe, Charleston, South Carolina, 1999.

Works in Progress
"Wellington's Lifeline" Article based on 1995 Consortium presentation.

“Americans in the Peninsular War” Article based on 1998 and 1999 Consortium presentations.

“Wellington’s Admiral”  Book based on dissertation.

Teaching Experience
Academy Professor, US Military Academy, 2007-present

Asst Professor, U.S. Military Academy, 2005-2007

Adj Professor, US Army Command & General Staff College, 2005

Professor, University of Kansas, 2001-2004 

Adj Professor, University of Maryland University College, 2000

Asst Professor, U.S. Military Academy, 1994-1997

Courses Taught
A660:

The American Civil War

MS 201/02:
Basic Military Science I / II

MS 401:

Concepts of Military Management

MS 402:

The Military Profession

MS 450:

Topics in Military History

HIST 141:

Western Civilization I

HI 301:  

History of the Military Art, Alexander to 1914

HI 302:  

History of the Military Art, 1914 to the Present

HI 497:

The American Military Tradition

HI 498:  

History of French Revolution and Napoleon

Lectures / Military Staff Rides
“Revolutionary War:  Fighting a Counterinsurgency, 1780-81” Staff Ride, May-June 2006, 2007 for History cadets.  Principal trainer at Charleston, Monck’s Corner, Eutaw Springs, Hobkirk’s Hill, Camden, Hanging Rock, Waxhaws, King’s Mountain, Cowpens, Guilford Courthouse, and Yorktown.

“Strategy and Policy in a Revolutionary Era, 1792-1815” Lecture for students in the Naval War College, Washington DC, November 2005 and 2006.

“Gettysburg” Staff Ride, April 2005, for International students of the US Army’s Command & General Staff College.

"American Civil War, Eastern Theater" Staff Ride.  Planned and led three staff-rides for KU cadets, 2003-04.  Principal trainer at 1st & 2d Bull Run, Harper’s Ferry, Antietam, and Gettysburg.

Led annual staff-rides of battles of Wilson’s Creek, Lexington, and Mine Creek for KU ROTC cadets, 2001-2004.

“The Battle of Jerusalem, 1967” Staff Ride, June 2000, for 1-5 Infantry Battalion officers.

“The Battle of Beersheba, 1917” Staff Ride, March and April 2000, for 1-5 Infantry Battalion officers.

"Saratoga, 1777, and Stony Point, 1779" Staff Rides, for the June 1996 USMA-ROTC Fellowship.

"Battle of Normandy, 1944" Staff Ride.  Planned and led the March 1996, 2007 staff rides for History majors, including events from the landing beaches through the Falaise Pocket closure.

"American Civil War, Eastern Theater" Staff Ride.  Planned and led the History Department New Instructor Staff Ride in July 1995-96, 2006 and USMA-ROTC Fellowship in June 1996, 2006-07.  Principal trainer at 1st & 2d Bull Run, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Wilderness, and Spotsylvania CH.

"The Battle of Gettysburg, 1863" Staff Ride, 1994-96, 2005-06 for cadets in HI 351, History of the Military Art, Advanced Section, and 1995-97, 2006-07 for advanced freshman cadets.

"Three Napoleonic Battlefields" Lecture, September 1994, for Department of History faculty.  Based on personal, on site study of Jena-Auerstadt, the Lines of Torres Vedras, and Waterloo. 

"West Point and the Revolutionary War" Staff Ride, 1994-2007, for cadets, new instructors, and visitors, including Secretary of State Warren Christopher.  Led over 20 on-site study and terrain walks of Revolutionary War actions.

Documentaries

Appeared in "Napoleon and Wellington" and "Napoleon" on A&E, History, and Discovery channels

Appeared in “Gettysburg” on the Discovery Channel

Appeared in “Five Battles that Changed the World” on History Channel

Appeared in “Global View:  Napoleon” on History Channel 

Appeared in "The West Point Story" on PBS

Appeared in “Lawrence Remembers 9-11” on local TV.

Academic Awards

Teaching Excellence, AY 96-97, USMA Department of History

Professional Affiliations
Phi Kappa Phi

Phi Alpha Theta  

Institute on Napoleon and the French Revolution

International Napoleonic Society, Fellow

