<. Bridging. Rope bridges are employed in mountainous terrain Io bridge finear obstacles sudh as shieams or rivers where Figure 9-4. TENSIONLESS NATURAL ANCHOR
the foree of fioviing watar may be koo great or temperatures ave o cold ko conduct a wel crossing. : X ¥ L

(1) Consfruction. The repe bridge is canstructed using static ropes. The max span that.can be brdged & half the
fength of Ihe rope for a dry crossing, three-fourthis for a wet crossing. The ropes are anchored with an anchor knot
on the far side of the obstdcle, and Gied off at e near end wilh a transport-tightening system. Rope bridge planning
considerafions foffow:

« Daes the instalfation allow you to bypass the cbstacle?
- (Tactical) Gan you secure Ihe installation from constnuclion through negotiation b disasserrbly?
+ 5 itin the most suitable location such s a bend m the river? ks & easily secured?
* Doés it have niear and far side anchors?
* Does i have good kading and off Joading platiorms?
{2) Equipment (1 Rope Bridge).
+ One sling rope per Ranger.
+ One steel focking carabiner.
+ Two sieel ovals.
+ Two 120 oot static ropes.

(3) Construction Steps. The first Ranger swirns the rope lo he far side and lies a tensionless anchor {Figure §-4),
between knee and chest level, with at léast 8 to 8 wraps. The BY( ties 2 ransporkiightening system {Figure 9-20)
to the: Rear side anchor point, Then, he ties a Figure 8 slipknot and incorporates a lcking hat hilch around the
adjustable bight. Insert two sleel oval carabiners into the bight so the gates are apposite and opposed. The rope is
then rolted around the near side anchor point al wais! level and dropped into the steel oval carabiners.

{a) Athree Ranger puliing team moves forward fram the platoon. Nomore than three aie tised to lig"ﬁ!en the
rope. Using mare can cause over ightening of the rope, bringing it near failure.

{b) Once the rope bridge is light enough, the bridge team secures the Fanspart tightening system (Figure 9-20}
using two half hitches, withoul fasing more than 4 nches of tension.

() Personne! cross wsing eilher the Commando Grawt {Figure 9-21), Rappe! Seal (Figure %-22), or Monkey
Craw (Figure 9-23) method.
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Figure 9-20. TRANSPORT-TIGHTENING SYSTEM |

Figure $-23. MONKEY CRAWL METHOD
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{4) Bridge Recovery. Once all except wo froops have crossed the rope bridge, the bridge team commander (BTC)

chaoses sither the wet or dry method 1o dismantle the rope bridge. i the BTC chooses the dry method, he should have anchored

his tightening system with the tansport kol

. {a) The BTC back stacks all of the siack coming out of the transport knot, bes & fixed loop, and places a

carabiner into the fixed loop. -

{b) The next o last Ranger 1o cross should sttach the carabiner o his rappel seat or hamess, and then move
across the bridge using the Tyrolean traverse mathod.

{c] The BTG removes all knots from the system. The far sice remains anchared. The rope should now only
pass aound the near side anchor.

{d) A three-Ranger pull keam, assentbled on the far side, lzkes the end brought across Dy the next fo last
Ranger, pulls and holds the rope fight again.

{e} The BTC allaches himself Io the rope bridge and move:s across.

1f) Once across, the BYG breaks down the far side ancher, remaves the knots, and then pulis he ope acoss.
liitis a wet crossing, any methad can be used b anchor the tightening system.

{g) Al persanne! cross 2xcepl the BTG or the strongest swimmer.

{h) The BYG ther removes all knots from lhe system.

i) The BTC ties a fixed loep, inserts & carabiner, and aftaches # fo his rappel seat or hamess. He then
manages the rope as the slack is pufled to the far side.

- X {j) The BTG then moves across the cbstacle while being belayed from the far side.

d. Suspension Traverse. The suspension raverse is used b move personnel and equipment aver rivers, ravines, and
chasms, or yp or down a verical obstacle. By combining the transport-tightening system used during the rope bridge, an A Frame
. usad for the vertical haul Line {Figure 9-24), and befay lechniques device, units can make a suspension traverse {Figure 9-23 and
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