FRENCH RESISTANCE IN
WORLD AR TAWVO




AGENDA

Backgreunad

Theony

Instrgent Strategy
Operatienal femplate
Factics

System

Sources and Questions




“Throughout Erance the
Resistance had been of
Inestimable value In the
campaign. Witheut thelr great
assistance the liberation of

Erance wouldihave consumed:a
mUCch IenGgEer time and meant
greater losses to ourselves.”

Geni Dwight D. Eisenhower:




BACKGROUND

22 June 1940 Marshal IHenri-
Philippe Petain signs armistice
WIthr Germany/

Divides France Inte 2 parts:
German| occupied (3/5!) and
Vichy: governed (2/5%)

Shertly thereaiter several
resistance groups begin te
fight on heth fronts

By 11 Nev: 1942 twoparts
unite and German forces
control all of France




THEORY

Structurralist (State-Centered) appreach
x Ne political oppertunity
s N state: capacity

a [etal state avtenomy: (Petain later Hitier)

Vichy: Erance was entirely: unaer the rule: of

Petain;; eventually entirercotntiy tUnder German
occlpation

Erenchi peoepleriost all rghts and were: supject te
prutalfguestioning anadlrule eff the German
@ceUpYyIng forces




WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?

125 million French soldiers Became POWWS
fellewing ther armistice nF 1940

Erenchrgevermnment: (peeple) paid occupation
costs oft Germans

Jewish persecution: Viass anrests, concentration
CAMPS, confiscation’ of property: anal PUSINESSES,
prenibIteadl firem Wolking I mMoest PrefiessIons

LOSS OF EREEDOM




RESISTANCE STRATEGY

Low! Profile- memers
eperated In secret toe
Aveld arrest ana
execuion by Gestapo

Inside-Out and Outside-
In- resistance
concentrated in
pPopUIatIon centers (Cities)
PUt alse A rural areas

Grass-rooets- sabotage,
Intelligence gatnerng,
targets of opportunities




SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE

Between Jan and
June 1943 there Were
130/ actsi off sahotage
a monti

BY: Septemier 19415
attacks numnered 580
moentaly,




The 7 Dynamics off an Insurgency.
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Leadership

General Charles DeGaulle escapes e
Erance; callsi on Erench Citizens ter resist

8! distinct resistance greups: ferm under
diffierent leadership

Jean Moeulin, managed terbing the eight
leaders tegether and unite themias, the
Consell Natuienal de la Resistance Under iis
leadership




ldeology

Each el the major 8 major resistance
groups In Erance were found en different
prRcIpIes

Each eff the dififerent: groups Was: founded
prmarly on: eitaer political Peliefs or
geograpnhic affiliations




Ohjective

Fhe ehjective of the Erenchr Resistance
UnIts Was: clear: ihe liveration: of France
firom the Nazif German: 6CCUPIErs

Fhey alse had fellew en geals for the pPost-
iberation Erance such as universal
suiffirage anad eguality’ fier all citizens




Envirenment/Geograpny.

Fhe geegraphy. of Erance, as wellfthe
soclall envirenment, prometeadrstreng
fegienal affiliations

Fhese affiliations were: the: Uniiying factor
A the iermation of fesistance groups




External Support

Fhe Erench Resistance Was aimed,
supplied and trainead: by agents; from the
©OSS (US) and SOE (UK) threughoeut the

\Wellf

Many: allied andiErenchl resistance
OPEaienNs Were mutually stipperted, wWith
the Erench carying out delayead/adisrupting
epPerations, for the Allies




BOSS

Battiefield operating systems; are a listing
O critical tacticall activities:.

Fheyiinclude but are noet limited te
ntelligence, maneuver, fire suppert,
mebility and suvivapility; aliF defense,
comiat service suppoert, and command
and control




Intelligence

Fhe Erenchiresistance hadl the advantage

Ol being the Indigenous: persennel inf the
particiair regions

Fhis gave them the advantage off lecal
RUmINt

Resistance was: supplied withrAllied
Intelligence, as well as ran deuble agents
against the Germans te coellect Intel




Maneuver/Vionility: and Survivaniliby

Since the majority. of resistance greups
were: regionally eriented, they knew: the
jay: ofi the land andfcouldi create a mohility
advantage: for themselves

e resistance groups; had the advantage
e beingrable ter melt away: Into; the
countryside er inte plainrsight




Combat Senvice Suppoert

Fhe resistance was: stpplied With Weapons
and eguipment by the Allies: thirough the
LiSe of alif dreps theught the Erench
country side

AlSE USed the resources they: already had
avallable'in the regions: I WhRICh tihey,
OPEratead




Command and Control

ihe resistance had distinct levels off command

Local cellfleaadership which fell Under ene of 8
regional cell leaders and finally the: ulumate
contrel eff General Charles DeGaulle and the
Supreme Allied Commander;

Use off coded messages, over BBC and the
guidance ofif OSSianal SOE operatives Were Used
10 coprdinate anadl controlfresistance eperations




INTERNAL RESOURCES:

NDIGENDUS ADVANTAGE

NPUTS

-MANPIWER. WEAPONS AND

WATERIAL INTELLIGENCE

CONVERTIDN MECHANIGN

- CELL/GROUP ORGANZ ATIDN,

TRAIMING AND INTERFACE
WTH 033 AND S0E

QUTPUTS

- SABOT AGE MESSIONS,

NTELLIGENCE GATHERME,
DISRUPTION

EXTERNAL RESOURCES:

SUPPORT FROM 033 AND SOE

-POPULATION I3 HEUTRAL T

SUPPORTIVE

AUTHORITY
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