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Revolutionary TheoryRevolutionary Theory

Social Movement (Organizational) TheorySocial Movement (Organizational) Theory
Political OpportunitiesPolitical Opportunities
–– ArushaArusha Accords shift power and create this Accords shift power and create this 

opportunityopportunity
–– Hutus feel like they will lose powerHutus feel like they will lose power

Mobilizing StructuresMobilizing Structures
–– Extreme Hutu groups established throughout Extreme Hutu groups established throughout 

Rwanda ready to take advantage of power shiftRwanda ready to take advantage of power shift
–– PropagandaPropaganda

Framing ProcessesFraming Processes
–– Belief that Hutus should have the power and Belief that Hutus should have the power and 

that it is possible through violencethat it is possible through violence
–– Threat of death, false belief in Tutsi threatThreat of death, false belief in Tutsi threat
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Hutu Strategy, Typology, and TacticsHutu Strategy, Typology, and Tactics

Annihilation Annihilation ExhaustionExhaustion
High Profile High Profile Low ProfileLow Profile
InsideInside--Out Out OutsideOutside--InIn
Lenin Lenin MaoMao

TacticsTactics
Both Indiscriminate and targeted killingsBoth Indiscriminate and targeted killings

–– On Tutsi and moderate HutusOn Tutsi and moderate Hutus
Roadblocks in areas controlled by Interahamwe Roadblocks in areas controlled by Interahamwe 
Kidnappings, attacks on schoolchildren, Kidnappings, attacks on schoolchildren, 
attacks on local government commune officesattacks on local government commune offices
Constant antiConstant anti--Tutsi propaganda Tutsi propaganda 

–– Increases recruitment and helps with supportIncreases recruitment and helps with support
Guerilla attacks on genocide survivors to force RPF to engage wiGuerilla attacks on genocide survivors to force RPF to engage with an th an 
undisciplined army and drive wedge between people undisciplined army and drive wedge between people 

–– Fight with us or dieFight with us or die
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7 Dynamics of Insurgency7 Dynamics of Insurgency
LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP
–– Leon Leon MugeseraMugesera: leading ideologue in Hutu Power: leading ideologue in Hutu Power
–– COL COL BagosoraBagosora: leader of presidential guard and : leader of presidential guard and 

death squadsdeath squads

IDEOLOGYIDEOLOGY
–– Hutu Power (Tutsi Extermination)Hutu Power (Tutsi Extermination)

OBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE
–– TutsiTutsi--free Rwandafree Rwanda

ENVIRONMENT/ GEOGRAPHYENVIRONMENT/ GEOGRAPHY
–– SemiSemi--urban environment utilized to trap victims en masse.urban environment utilized to trap victims en masse.
–– Second insurgency utilized mountainous, volcanic, Second insurgency utilized mountainous, volcanic, forrestedforrested northern region to northern region to 

conceal activities.conceal activities.

EXTERNAL SUPPORTEXTERNAL SUPPORT
–– French arms aid, influx of disenfranchised French arms aid, influx of disenfranchised BarundiBarundi youth, DRC training camps, weaponsyouth, DRC training camps, weapons

TIMINGTIMING
–– ArushaArusha Accord implementation, RPF staged to returnAccord implementation, RPF staged to return

PHASINGPHASING
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PhasesPhases

Phase II Phase II –– Overt Guerilla WarfareOvert Guerilla Warfare
–– 19901990--1993: 3,000 key Tutsis assassinated1993: 3,000 key Tutsis assassinated

Phase III Phase III –– Mobile WarfareMobile Warfare
–– 1994: Mass genocide, war of movement, 1994: Mass genocide, war of movement, 

some direct conflict with RPF forcessome direct conflict with RPF forces

Phase I Phase I –– reconsolidation in DRCreconsolidation in DRC
Phase II Phase II –– raids into Rwandaraids into Rwanda
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Battlefield Operating SystemsBattlefield Operating Systems

Command and Control / IntelligenceCommand and Control / Intelligence
–– Radio et Television Radio et Television LibresLibres des Mille des Mille CollinesCollines

(RTLM)(RTLM)
–– KanguraKangura

ManeuverManeuver
–– Influence Hutu populaceInfluence Hutu populace
–– Interahamwe forces cross national borders when Interahamwe forces cross national borders when 

RPF forces invade and continue to launch RPF forces invade and continue to launch 
attacks from these neighboring countries.attacks from these neighboring countries.
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Interahamwe Insurgency SystemInterahamwe Insurgency System
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