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OverviewOverview

►► Terrain of Terrain of DhofarDhofar
Tropical Coast; Desert Tropical Coast; Desert 
InteriorInterior

►► British supported British supported 
Sultanate of Oman Sultanate of Oman vsvs
Communist Popular Communist Popular 
Front for the Liberation Front for the Liberation 
of Oman (PFLO)of Oman (PFLO)

►► Rise of Sultan Said bin Rise of Sultan Said bin 
TaimurTaimur

Picture from http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/Lagoon/9370/index.htm



Overview (cont.)Overview (cont.)

►► British support of British support of 
TaimurTaimur

►► DLF and the 1DLF and the 1stst

CongressCongress
►► DLF DLF --> PFLOAG and > PFLOAG and 

the 2the 2ndnd CongressCongress
►► Sultan Sultan QaboosQaboos and and 

PFLOAG PFLOAG --> PFLO> PFLO
►► End of InsurgencyEnd of Insurgency

Picture from http://www.geocities.com/TheTropics/Lagoon/9370/index.htm



TheoryTheory

►►StateState--Centered TheoryCentered Theory
State AutonomyState Autonomy

►►Sultan Said bin TaimurSultan Said bin Taimur
Isolated OmanIsolated Oman
Restricted health care and educationRestricted health care and education
Severe restrictions on travelSevere restrictions on travel



Strategy TypologyStrategy Typology
Low ProfileLow Profile
Outside InOutside In
Bottom UpBottom Up



Low ProfileLow Profile

►►MusselimMusselim bin bin NufflNuffl:  :  JebalisJebalis leaderleader
►►Organizations operated underground until Organizations operated underground until 

19651965
►►Planning done in mountainous regionsPlanning done in mountainous regions
►►Leaders were present, but not introduced Leaders were present, but not introduced 

until later (external support)until later (external support)
►►Popular support came from the peoplePopular support came from the people



Outside InOutside In

►►Mountainous region provided securityMountainous region provided security
►►Support for the PFLOAG grew in the small Support for the PFLOAG grew in the small 

farming towns on the outskirtsfarming towns on the outskirts
►►Began taking control of the peripheral tribesBegan taking control of the peripheral tribes
►►Eventually worked east towards the coastEventually worked east towards the coast
►►Cut off supplies (Red Line) to the main city Cut off supplies (Red Line) to the main city 

in the Eastin the East



Bottom UpBottom Up

►►Grass roots approach (plant the seed)Grass roots approach (plant the seed)
►►Attacks and organization initially on the Attacks and organization initially on the 

peripheralperipheral
►►Began tightening the noose (isolate the city, Began tightening the noose (isolate the city, 

cut off avenues of approach, Red Line)cut off avenues of approach, Red Line)
►►Exhaustion of the city (eventually failedExhaustion of the city (eventually failed--lack lack 

of cohesiveness; they were exhausted)of cohesiveness; they were exhausted)



Operational Template: 7 Dynamics of Operational Template: 7 Dynamics of 
InsurgencyInsurgency

►► IdeologyIdeology
Shifted several timesShifted several times

►► ObjectivesObjectives
Different goals: Expulsion of Different goals: Expulsion of TaimurTaimur vs. Spread of vs. Spread of 
CommunismCommunism

►► Environment & GeographyEnvironment & Geography
Interior vs. CoastInterior vs. Coast
Insurgents IsolationInsurgents Isolation

►► External SupportExternal Support
British support of SAF (SultanBritish support of SAF (Sultan’’s Armed Forces)s Armed Forces)
Communist and Yemen support of PFLOAGCommunist and Yemen support of PFLOAG



Tactics: BOSTactics: BOS

►►Maneuver:  Maneuver:  ““Hit and RunHit and Run”” approachapproach
Oil convoysOil convoys
Near assassination of SultanNear assassination of Sultan
ExhaustionExhaustion
Moved inward towards cityMoved inward towards city
Different goals and beliefsDifferent goals and beliefs
3 sectors (Western, Central, Eastern) tribal 3 sectors (Western, Central, Eastern) tribal 
boundariesboundaries
Terrorist tacticsTerrorist tactics



Mobility/SurvivabilityMobility/Survivability

►►Knowledge of terrainKnowledge of terrain
►►Very Nomadic due to external support Very Nomadic due to external support 

(Yemen, China, Iraq, Palestine)(Yemen, China, Iraq, Palestine)
►►Hit and run = low casualties (element of Hit and run = low casualties (element of 

surprise)surprise)
►►Geographical conditions worked to their Geographical conditions worked to their 

favorfavor



Insurgency as a SystemInsurgency as a System
Internal

Manpower, most insurgents 
local Dhofaris
Popular Support

External
Training Camps in Iraq, Yemen
Revolutionaries go to Communist schools
Supplies from Yemen

Critical Inputs

Manpower (Internal) External Supplies from Yemen (External)
External support mainly from Communists

Conversion Mechanisms

Training Camps run by Soviets and PRC
Supply line from Yemen into Dhofar

Outputs
Kill SAF and Britisih
Eventually terror tactics by PFLO

Legitimacy
Popular support
Communist support and aid
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►► Arabia without SultansArabia without Sultans by Fred by Fred HallidayHalliday (New York: Vintage (New York: Vintage 
Books, 1975).Books, 1975).

►► Bunch of Five Bunch of Five by Frank by Frank KitsonKitson (London: Faber and Faber, (London: Faber and Faber, 
1977).1977).

►► Guerrilla Warfare and Ideological Confrontation in the Guerrilla Warfare and Ideological Confrontation in the 
Arabian Peninsula: The Rebellion in Arabian Peninsula: The Rebellion in DhufarDhufar by J.E. by J.E. 
Peterson, 2001.Peterson, 2001.


