
The Sandinistas



Background

• Somoza Family Dictators - 1936 to 1979
– Controlled National Guard
– US Support

• FDR Street
• Bay of Pigs

– Political repression and corruption



Background (cont’d)

• Sandinistas
– Sandinista National Liberation Front 

(FSLN)
– Carlos Fonseca, Silvio Mayorga, and 

Tomás Borge
– Marxist/Leninist
– Cuban Support



Phases

• Phase I – Insipient Phase
– 1961 through 1978

• Phase II
– 1978 through May 1979

• Phase III
– May 1979 through July 19, 1979



Typology

• Social Movement Theory
– Organizational

• Political Opportunity
– 1972 Managua Earthquake

• Mobilizing Structure
– Farmer’s Unions

• Framing Processes
– Share common ideals

» “National Problem”
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Strategy Type
• Outside In => changed to Inside Out

– Began with rural peasant supporters
– Quickly gained support from other students and 

poor urban youth
• High Profile

– Student political movement
– Seized Nicaraguan congress in 1978
– Archbishop of Managua opposed Somoza

• Bottom Up
– Began with poor people, then middle class began 

to support them
• Horizontal



BOS

• Mobility
– Based in the rural and mountainous areas

• Combat Service Support
– Bases in rural areas provided them with 

food
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Sources

• Microsoft® Encarta® Reference Library 
2002.

• http://revolutions.truman.edu/nicaragua
/rev.htm


