PL 470 Special Topics: Sport Ethics
Professor: LTC Joe Doty 

Office Location: B324 Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center

Telephone: 938-6648
E-mail address:  Joseph.Doty@usma.edu  
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will enable cadets to gain a deeper understanding of the moral reasoning process and develop the knowledge, skills, and abilities to apply moral reasoning in dealing with ethical dilemmas in sport. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Cadets will learn how to reason morally regarding the ethical issues in sport.

2. Cadets will develop a principled decision-making process. 

3. Cadets will learn how to apply principled reasoning to issues in sport.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 


Lumpkin, A., Stoll, S. K., & Beller, J. M. (2003). Sport ethics: Applications for fair play (3rd ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.   ISBN 0-07-255252-2
RECOMMENDED READINGS

Boxill, J. (Ed.). (2002). Sports ethics: An anthology. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, Inc.
Desensi, J. T., & Rosenberg, D. (2003). Ethics and morality in sport management. Morgantown, WV: Fitness Information Technology, Inc. 
Feinstein, J. (1986). A season on the brink: A year with Bob Knight and the Indiana Hoosiers. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company. 

French, P. A. (2004). Ethics and college sports: Ethics, sports, and the university. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
Marrella, L. (2001). In search of ethics. Conversations with men and women of character. Sanford, FL: DC press.
Simon, R. L. (2003). Fair play: The ethics of sport. (2nd ed.). Boulder, CO: Westview Press
Wooden, J. with Jamison, S. (1997). Wooden: A lifetime of observations and reflections on and off the court. Lincolnwood, IL: Contemporary Books.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Papers—Write five papers (no more than two typed pages each) in response to the questions on the assigned topics (provided in this syllabus). Use Documentation of Written Work as appropriate. All papers must be submitted during class or electronically prior to class. Points will be deducted for any paper submitted late.
	
	Grading Rubric for Papers

	Up to 50 points
	Describes the ethical issues in a clear and understandable manner 

Uses the moral reasoning process in addressing each question

Provides a justification for the response to each question

Presented in no more than two typed pages and includes appropriate citations

	Up to 40 points
	Describes in a general manner the ethical issues 

Uses the moral reasoning process to some extent in addressing the questions
Provides justifications for many of the responses to the questions

Presented in no more than two typed pages and includes appropriate citations, although not in correct style  

	Up to 30 points
	Describes in a brief manner the ethical issues 

Uses the moral reasoning process to a limited extent in addressing the questions
Provides justifications for only one or two of the responses to the questions

Presented in less than two typed pages and without appropriate citations 

	Up to 20 points
	Fails to describe the ethical issues 

Provides limited evidence that the moral reasoning process was used in addressing the questions
Provides no justification for the response to the questions
Presented in only one typed page and without appropriate citations


2. Case Analyses—Analyze five cases (no more than two typed pages each). Use Documentation of Written Work as appropriate. All case analyses must be submitted during class or electronically prior to class. Points will be deducted for any case analysis submitted late.
	
	Grading Rubric for Case Analyses

	Up to 50 points
	Describes the ethical issue clearly and concisely

Provides an in-depth analysis of the factors associated with the issue

Suggests one or more strategies or approaches for resolving the issue

Presents information in a well-written and understandable manner


Contains no grammatical or editorial errors 

	Up to 40 points
	Describes the ethical issue in broad and general terms

Provides some analysis of the factors associated with the issue

Suggests one possible approach for resolving the issue

Presents information understandably


Includes a few grammatical or editorial errors

	Up to 30 points
	Describes only a portion of the ethical issue 

Provides little analysis of the factors associated with this issue

Suggests no strategies for resolving the issue

Presents information in an unclear or scattered manner


Includes several grammatical or editorial errors

	Up to 20 points
	Fails to describe the ethical issue 

Provides a description but no analysis of the issue
Fails to suggest strategies for resolving the issue
Presents information in a manner that is difficult to understand

Includes numerous grammatical or editorial errors


3. Class participation—It is expected that each cadet will actively participate in all class discussions and the case analyses.

	
	Grading Rubric for Class Participation

	Up to 100 points
	Participates fully in class discussions and on each case and makes statements that are insightful and add to the knowledge of classmates

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the ethical issues

Shows respect for the opinions of classmates

Asks perceptive questions to strengthen the analyses of ethical issues

	Up to 85 points
	Participates fully in class discussions and on most cases and shares good insights 

Demonstrates an acceptable understanding of the ethical issues

Shows respect for the opinions of classmates

Asks questions to strengthen the analyses of ethical issues

	Up to 70 points
	Participates in class discussions and on some cases and shares a few good insights 

Demonstrates a minimal understanding of the ethical issues 

Shows some respect for the opinions of classmates

Fails to ask questions that broaden the case discussions

	Up to 55 points
	Participates occasionally in class discussions and case analyses 

Demonstrates a lack of understanding of the ethical issues 

Shows little respect for the opinions of classmates

Fails to ask questions that broaden the case discussions


4. Term End Exam—The final examination will test your knowledge and application of sport ethics and specifically you ability to reason morally, demonstrate a principled decision-making process, and apply principles reasoning to issues in sport. This essay examination will count 200 points.
ASSESSMENT


Papers


50 points each

250 points


Case analyses

50 points each

250 points


Class participation
          100 points 
                        100 points

Term End Exam  
          200 points

200 points

Total





            800 points
LESSON OUTLINE
	Date
	Lesson Topic
	Assigned Readings and Assignments

	Jan 8/9
	Intro to Sport Ethics/ Administration
	

	Jan 10/11
	The Process of Moral Reasoning
	Chapter 1

	Jan 12/16
	The Process of Moral Reasoning
	Chapter 1

	Jan 17/18
	Justice and Injustice in Sport
	Chapter 2 

	Jan 19/22
	Justice and Injustice in Sport
	Chapter 2

	Jan 23/24
	Honesty and Dishonesty in Sport
	Chapter 2; Case Analysis #1 due

	Jan 25/26
	Honesty and Dishonesty in Sport
	Chapter 2

	Jan 29/30
	Responsibility and Irresponsibility in Sport
	Chapter 2 

	Jan 31 Feb 1 
	Responsibility and Irresponsibility in Sport
	Chapter 2; Paper #1 due

	Feb 2/5
	Beneficence and Incivility in Sport
	Chapter 2 

	Feb 6/7
	Beneficence and Incivility in Sport
	Chapter 2 

	Feb 8/9
	Thinking through a Moral Problem 
	Chapter 3; Case Analysis #2 due

	Feb 12/13
	Obstacles and Fallacies in Moral Reasoning
	Chapter 3 

	Feb 14/15
	Intimidation, Competition, and Sportsmanship
	Chapter 4 

	Feb 20/21
	Intimidation, Competition, and Sportsmanship
	Chapter 4; Paper #2 due

	Feb 22/23
	Analysis of Case Studies on Intimidation, Competition, and Sportsmanship
	Chapter 4 

	Feb 26/27
	Violence in Sport
	Chapter 5 

	Feb28Mar 1
	Violence in Sport
	Chapter 5 

	Mar 2/5
	Analysis of Case Studies on Violence in Sport
	Chapter 5; Case Analysis #3 due

	Mar 6/7
	Eligibility in Sport
	Chapter 6 

	Mar 8/19
	Eligibility in Sport
	Chapter 6 

	Mar 20/21
	Analysis of Case Studies in Eligibility in Sport
	Chapter 6

	Mar 22/23
	Sport Elimination 
	Chapter 7 

	Mar 26/27
	Competition and Winning
	Paper #3 due

	Mar 28/29
	Analysis of Case Studies on Competition and Winning
	

	Mar30Apr 2
	Commercialized Sport
	Chapter 8 

	Apr 3/4
	Commercialized Sport
	Chapter 8; Paper #4 due 

	Apr 5/6
	Analysis of Case Studies on Commercialized Sport
	Chapter 8 

	Apr 9/10
	Racism and Racial Equity in Sport
	Chapter 9

	Apr 11/12
	Racism and Racial Equity in Sport
	Chapter 9; Case Analysis #4 due

	Apr 13/16
	Analysis of Case Studies on Racism and Racial Equity in Sport
	Chapter 9

	Apr 17/18
	Gender Equity in Sport
	

	Apr 19/20
	Gender Equity in Sport
	Chapter 10 

	Apr 23/24
	Analysis of Case Studies on Gender Equity in Sport
	Chapter 10; Case Analysis #5 due

	Apr 25/26
	Ergogenic Aids for Sport Performance
	Chapter 11

	Apr 27/30
	Ergogenic Aids for Sport Performance
	Chapter 11

	May 1/2
	Analysis of Case Studies on Ergogenic Aids for Sport Performance
	Chapter 11

	May 4/7
	Ethical Considerations of Technology in Sport
	Chapter 12 

	May 8/9
	Developing Leaders of Character through Sport
	Paper #5 due

	May 10/11
	Developing Leaders of Character through Sport
	

	May 14-18
	Term End Exam
	


Paper #1— Responsibility and Beneficence 

1. What is my moral responsibility to other competitors in sport?
2. What is my moral responsibility to teammates?

3. What is my moral responsibility to myself in sport?

4. Is being beneficent important in sport? Why or why not?

5. How is responsibility related to beneficence? 

6. How do you expect your competitor to treat you?  
Paper #2—Moral Reasoning, Rationality, Temper Tantrums, and Coach Bobby Knight (you will need to do some research about his years at USMA, being fired as the head coach at the University Indiana, and being hired by Texas Tech University).

1. Is Coach Bobby Knight moral or immoral and why? 
2. What basic philosophy does he espouse as a coach? 

3. Coach Knight is known for his intimidation practices, as are many other successful coaches. Is intimidation a moral question? Is it a necessary ingredient for coaching success? What is the difference or relationship between success and morality? 

4. Would you play for Coach Knight or any coach who uses this type of motivational style? Why or why not? 

Paper #3—Is Winning Is Everything?
1. Why is winning so important in sports? 

2. Why is losing unacceptable in our society? 

3. Vince Lombardi has been misquoted as saying, “Winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing.” Discuss whether winning is or is not the only thing. 
4. How do you define winning? 

5. Why is winning important to you?

6. Under what circumstances can you justify winning at all costs? 

Paper #4—College Athletes and Commercialized Sport 

1. Is athletics big business at USMA? Why or why not? 

2. How does a college justify using athletes to market itself and gain, in some cases, millions of dollars? 

3. What role should or should not commercialized businesses have in intercollegiate athletics?

4. What role should or should not the media have in intercollegiate athletics?

5. What rights do college athletes have?

6. What rights do they give up when they become college athletes?

Paper #5—Ethics and Sports in the United States Army 
Soon you will become a platoon leader and be responsible for the soldiers under your command. One way that you have chosen to help build teamwork among your troops is to engage them in competitive sports against each other and other soldiers. 
1. What standard for ethical conduct will you set? 

2. What actions will you take to promote ethical behavior? 

3. What emphasis on winning and on fair play will you make, and how will you do this? 
4. How will you ensure that the Army values are displayed by your soldiers?
5. What would you do if one of your soldiers 
a. Intentionally hurt an opposing player 

b. Used intimidation and gamesmanship in order to gain an advantage

c. Taunted or trash talked an opponent
Suggestions for Case Study Analyses  

1. Read the case to get an overview of what is occurring.

2. Read the case a second time and make notes about the significant aspects—the individuals and their actions, circumstances surrounding the situation, and contributing factors.

3. Identify the central ethical issue of the case and describe it succinctly.

4. Determine any areas of conflict or potential conflict and the causal factors as they relate to the central ethical issue.

5. Identify any secondary or tertiary issues and describe how they relate to the primary ethical issue.

6. Suggest alternative courses of action or resolutions that could address the ethical problem.

7. Identify and the factors that could influence acting in an unethical manner.

8. Describe the ramifications if your suggested actions are taken.

Case Analysis #1—Honesty and Dishonesty in Sport 

Issue and Dilemmas, page 18
Case Analysis #2—Thinking through a Moral Problem
Issue and Dilemmas, page 51
Case Analysis #3—Violence in Sport (Chose 1)
A. Case 5-1, pages 78-79

B. Case 5-2, pages 79-80
C. Case 5-3, pages 80-81

D. Case 5-4, page 81

E. Case 5-5, page 82
Case Analysis #4—Racism in Sport (Chose 1)
A. Case 9-1, pages 175-176

B. Case 9-2, pages 176-177

C. Case 9-3, pages 177-178

D. Case 9-4, page 179

E. Case 9-6, pages 180-181
Case Analysis #5—Gender Equity in Sport (Chose 1)
A. Case 10-1, pages 196-198

B. Case 10-2, pages 198-199

C. Case 10-3, pages 199-200

D. Case 10-5, page 201

E. Case 10-6, pages 201-202

F. Case 10-7, pages 202-203
