
 

Problem of the Week #10 

Assigned:  4 Nov 10 

Due:  11 Nov 10 

 

Lunch Money Dilemma 

MAJ Marks and MAJ Thirey sit down to eat some bread.  MAJ Marks has 3 loaves and MAJ Thirey has 5 

loaves.  Dr. Rickey, who forgot his lunch, is wandering around the math department area hungry when he comes 

upon the two junior faculty members and asks them if they would be willing to share their meager provisions.  

Of course they agree, and the three of them share the bread so that they each consume equal portions.  After 

their meal, Dr. Rickey reveals that he is willing to offer what he considers just compensation for the food and 

produces eight quarters to divide between MAJ Marks and MAJ Thirey. 

MAJ Marks immediately suggests that they split the proceeds evenly, each taking four quarters, but MAJ 

Thirey wholeheartedly disagrees and insists that because he provided five of the eight loaves, he should retain 

five of the eight quarters. 

What is the fairest resolution to this dispute? 

 

 

 

 

Email solutions to Christopher.marks@usma.edu with subject line:  POTW. 

Solutions can be emailed in the form of:  an email (plain text) no attachment, a word document, a mathematica 

file, an excel workbook, or a scanned adobe file of your work. 

If none of these options work for you, you may drop a hardcopy off at my office TH239C, just annotate the 

time of submission.   
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