Save-The-Date for the

Minerva-at-West Point Workshop:
Understanding Cultural Networks in Africa and Asia for National Security
16-17 April, United States Military Academy, West Point, NY

Program: The workshop will begin with community building through social engagement on Monday, April
16", 5 to 8 pm while enjoying a Boat Cruise on the Hudson River. The program continues on Tuesday,
April 17th with presentations, lunch, and discussions at Thayer Hotel, West Point, NY.

Background: “Twenty-first Century national security challenges reflect the complexity of globalization,
including rapidly shifting geopolitical dynamics, increased pace of communication, and unprecedented
social change. From climate change to failed and failing states and the rise of violent extremism, from the
rise of new powers to ethnic strife, disease, and poverty, the United States will be forced to grapple with a
range of new and daunting challenges. The Minerva Initiative is a Department of Defense (DoD)-sponsored,
university-based social science research initiative launched by the Secretary of Defense in 2008 focusing on
areas of strategic importance to U.S. national security policy. The goal of the Minerva Initiative is to
improve DoD’s basic understanding of the social, cultural, behavioral, and political forces that shape regions
of the world of strategic importance to the US. Beginning in 2010, the Office of the Secretary of Defense
has partnered with a range of Defense educational institutions to launch Minerva Research Fellow
programs at select Joint Professional Military Education schools.” http://minerva.dtic.mil/.

Overview: In 2011 the United States Military Academy was awarded two Minerva Chairs. The Minerva
Fellows' research will develop models of society to account for the connectivity of people, information, and
resources through social, cultural, political and spatial systems. These initiatives lay the foundation for
understanding how cultural norms and extreme ideologies are born and maintained. And further how
these failed communities can be stabilized and prosper. The Department of Geography & Environmental
Engineering is leading the project titled “Social, Spatial and Cultural Topologies of African Villages,” which
models socio-cultural development in the context of understanding conflict and cooperation in Africa to
distinguish what US policy makers should consider over the coming decade through human geography
research. The Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership is heading the research project titled
"Understanding the Differences in the Islamic Ideology and in Asian Cultures" that focuses on evolution of
social networks structures within the Muslim world to provide insight into how cultural norms and extreme
ideologies are born and maintained. These interdisciplinary efforts are coordinated through the
cooperation and support of the West Point Network Science Center (WPNSC).
http://www.netscience.usma.edu/minerva/minerva.htm

Goal: This initiative intends to develop inter-departmental partnerships and synergies within disciplines
throughout the Academy to contribute to the Minerva and USMA missions. This workshop launches vital
research efforts and builds connections in the DoD Minerva community. The program provides the
intellectual foundations for progress in understanding regional connectivity of people, information, and
resources through social, cultural and spatial dynamics.

Invitation: We hope that you will join us in celebrating Minerva-at-West Point. Please contact Kristine
Ringler (Kristine.Ringler@usma.edu or 845-938-7947) with any questions. More information about the
workshop will be posted on the website at: http://www.netscience.usma.edu/minerva/minerva.htm
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