
State Stability and Economic Development in 
Africa: Historical Analysis of a Social Network 



The Problem 

• Economic Development 
is contingent upon state 
stability 

• State stability remains a 
difficult proposition 
within African states 

• A prime culprit is 
praetorian behavior on 
the part of the security 
forces 



The Proposed Solution 

• Find a model of Civil-
Military stability in Sub-
Saharan Africa 

• Build the network model 
and analyze it 

• See if these 
characteristics were 
present elsewhere 

• Are the characteristics 
reproducible? If so, how? 



Tanzania 

• Tanzania proved to be a 
perfect case study 

• Following a mutiny in 
1964, the military was 
completely rebuilt 

• Historical models of 
praetorian behavior and 
stability 

• Since 1964 no significant 
civil-military disturbances 



Key Events  
Longitudinal Study - Military 

Dec 9, 1961 Tanganyika independence 

1967 Arusha Declaration Ğ  
African Socialism  

1973 Revillagization begins 

1998 American Embassy bombed  

1979 Tanzania invades Uganda 
captures Kampala,  

Tanzania not part of  
British Commonwealth 

1995 President Benjamin Mkapa  

Former General as President 

American military influence increases 

2006 British sell military equipment 

1978 Idi Amin attempts to annex Kagera province 
invades Tanzania 



Key Events  
Longitudinal Study - Social 

Dec 9, 1961 Tanganyika independence 

1967 Arusha Declaration Ğ  
African Socialism  

1973 Revillagization begins 

2006 Visit by Chinese Prime Minister  

1985 President Nyerere retires;  
President Ali Hassan Mwinyi eases Ujama 

Ujama declines 

Mass resistance to relocation 

1995 President Benjamin Mkapa  

Regional groups regain voice in 
development choices  

Chinese begin to voice concerns over welfare 
of large numbers of Chinese in Tanzania 

2008 Corruption prompts cabinet 
dismissal  



Key Events  
Longitudinal Study - Political 

Dec 9, 1961 Tanganyika independence 

1973 Revillagization begins 

2001 Opposition offices raided 

First major political change 

October 1964 Tanzania forms 

1995 President Benjamin Mkapa  

First multi-party elections 

Chinese involvement intensifies 

2008 Corruption prompts cabinet 
dismissal  

26 April 1964  
Tanganyika and Zanzibar merge 

1992 Multi-party democracy 
Constitution amended 



Key Events  
Longitudinal Study - Economic 

Dec 9, 1961 Tanganyika independence 

1967 Arusha Declaration Ğ  
African Socialism  

1973 Revillagization begins 

2006 Visit by Chinese Prime Minister  

1985 President Nyerere retires;  
President Ali Hassan Mwinyi eases Ujama 

Ujama declines 

Tanzania not part of  
British Commonwealth 

1995 President Benjamin Mkapa  

Free Market Reforms 
Start of Structural Readjustment 

Chinese investment intensifies 

2006 African development bank  
cancels $640 million debt  

2008 Corruption prompts cabinet 
dismissal  

Africa-centric economic changes 



The Data Set 

• Approximately 1500 
archival documents 
from Tanzania, Canada, 
and Great Britain 

• Open Source Material 
from print and internet 
sources 

• Currently divided into 
distinct periods: 1964-
65, 1975-1979, 1992-
1995 



The Networks 

• 1964 “Mutiny” Network 
• 1965 Reconstructed 

Network 
• 1975-1979 CCM/TPDF 

Network 
• The Data for the 1990s 

Network is still being 
processed 



1964 Mutiny Network 

• Model matches that of 
almost all postcolonial 
militaries in formerly 
British colonies 

• Matches the theses of 
Gutteridge and First in 
terms of civil-military 
connections, foreign 
influence, and insularity 
overall 



1965 Reconstructed Network 

• New military is built and 
marches out in 
September of 1965 

• Party membership is 
now required, as is 
National Service 

• Much tighter links 
between the civil and 
military aspects of the 
state 



1975-1979 Networks 

TPDF CCM 



1975-1979 Combined 



1975-1979 With Universal CCM 
Membership 



Next Steps 

• Complete 1990s 
Networks and Analysis 

• Finish Tracing 
Individuals 

• Gather datasets from 
other African militaries 
to compare/contrast 

• Track parastatals and 
link up findings with 
parallel study 
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