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Men’s Basketball 
vs. Bucknell, 

4 p.m. Saturday 
at Christl Arena.

Gen. Alexander Haig Jr.    Emily Tower/PV   

Having a ball in the Hudson River
Firstie Soo Hoo Park (left) plays a game of water polo with Cows Lucas Rennebau and Marc Orozco in the Hudson River by South Dock during the 2nd Annual 
Polar Bear Plunge Feb. 17. Cadets taking Hydrology CE380 plunged into the ice-filled waters of the Hudson to learn firsthand the affects water in the winter 
has on the human body. More than 100 cadets, faculty and staff took part this year. Check page 6 for more photos and a story on the plunge.			 
															                    			        Tommy Gilligan/PV

Former Secretary of State Haig, Class of 1947 grad, dies
From Staff Reports and West Point 
Association of Graduates Web site

Retired Gen. Alexander Haig Jr., a Class 
of 1947 graduate, died Feb. 20 at the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore at the age of 
85. 

Haig, who served as chief of staff during 
the Nixon Administration and as the 59th 
Secretary of State under President Reagan, 
last visited West Point in October 2008 during 
the dedication of the Haig Room at Jefferson 
Hall Library and Learning Center. 

“I hope this room is a vestibule of debate, 
questioning and re-questioning, assessing and 
re-assessing the nation’s policies,” he said 
during the dedication.

The West Point Association of Graduates 

named Haig as a Distinguished Graduate in 
1996.

Haig served as a regimental tactical officer 
at West  Point from 1967-69 and in 1969, he 
was assigned as the senior military advisor 
to Henry Kissinger, then Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs. 

As senior military advisor, Haig played a 
leadership role in the military political process 
which led to the cease-fire agreements in 
Vietnam. 

In 1972, he led the advance team that 
coordinated President Nixon’s historic trip to 
the People’s Republic of China.

He served as Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe, commander-in-chief of U.S. 
European Command and Army vice chief 
of staff, and was awarded the Distinguished 

Service Cross, the nation’s second highest 
award for valor; the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster; two 
Silver Stars a Bronze Star with V-device 
and the Purple Heart, among many military 
awards.

Haig received honorary degrees and 
awards from 12 colleges and universities, 
and served as board member and advisor to 
both non-profit and commercial corporate 
enterprises. 

He founded and chaired his own 
corporation, Worldwide Associates, Inc.

Visitation is scheduled Monday at 
Gawler Funeral Home, 5130 Wisconsin Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 

A funeral mass is scheduled at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday at the Washington National Cathedral, 

with burial to follow at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 
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The members of the Sexual Harrassment/Assault Response and Prevention program are Maj. Maria Burger 
(USMA/USCC), Shelley Ariosto (Garrison), Dan Toohey (Victim Advocate), Lt. Col. Kim Kawamoto (ODIA) 
and Bernadette Ortland (Dean). Community members can e-mail Burger at Maria.Burger@usma.edu for advice 
or to offer any recommendations on the program here. Cadets also can call the sexual assault support helpline 
at (845) 591-7215. West Point Soldiers and civilians needing assistance can call (845) 938-3369.
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Cadet Uniform Factory 
employee Rodriguez dies

Influenza 
hotline 

For information about 
influenza and flu shots, 
both seasonal and H1N1, 
call 938-0888.

Contact Theresa 
Gervasi at the Times 

Herald-Record at 
800-295-2181 or via
e-mail at tgervasi@
th-record.com for 
delivery problems.

Compiled by Linda Mastin

Elsa M. Rodriguez, a resident of 
Newburgh, passed away at the age 
of 62 Feb. 13 in St. Luke’s Faxton 
Hospital in Utica. She worked as 
a sewing machine operator at the 
Cadet Uniform Factory, beginning 
her career at West Point in June 
1999. 

“Elsa used her considerable 
knowledge, abilities and skills to 
perform the hundreds of different 
operations needed to produce and 
service cadet uniforms,” Cadet 
Uniform Factory Manager Joe 
Weikel said. “Elsa was a key 
contributor to the successful 
delivery of the hundreds of same-
day uniform alterations needed 
every R-Day.”

Co-workers also characterized 
her as always pleasant, who would 
wear a warm smile of greeting, was 
very considerate, dignified and an 
all-around honorable person. 

She was an exceptional employee, 
consistently and continually making 
significant contributions to the 
Machine Operator Group of the 
Cadet Uniform Factory. 

She received three promotions 
during her relatively short career.

“Elsa exemplified selfless service 
and demonstrated exceptional 
personal courage as she worked 
through what ended up as a terminal 
illness to serve the Corps of Cadets 

for as long as she was able,” Weikel 
said. “Far beyond that, Elsa will 
be remembered as a dignified and 
considerate lady in every sense, for 
her warm smile and for her kind 
and caring heart. We will surely 
miss Elsa.”

Survivors include her daughters 
Catherine Smythe,  Maribel l 
Rodriguez and Sandra Rodriguez; 
sons Jose D. Rodriguez, Jr., Daniel 
Rodriguez and Alex Rodriguez; and 
11 grandchildren. 

Visitation was Feb. 17 at Brooks 
Funeral Home and a funeral service 
was Feb. 18 at Iglesie de Dio, both 
in Newburgh. 

Burial was at Forest Hill 
Cemetery in Utica.

Elsa M. Rodriguez
		       Courtesy photo   

Submitted by Preventative 
Medicine and West Point 
Safety Office  

Here are seven steps to prevent 
heart disease—and to live a long, 
productive, healthy life. 

Any person can make these 

February is Heart Health Month
Life’s Simple 7—Heart Healthy, Prevention Tips

changes ,  the  s t eps  a re  no t 
expensive to take, and even modest 
improvements to your health make 
a big difference. 

Start with one or two of these 
steps below to get heart smart: 

• Get active;
• Eat better;

• Lose weight;
• Stop smoking;
• Control cholesterol;
• Manage blood pressure;
• Reduce blood sugar.
(From http://mylifecheck.

heart.org/ at American Heart 
Association.)

Marilee Turner (left), Customer Service 
Officer for the Plans, Analysis and 
Integration department, introduces the 
first prize recipient, Genevieve Stafford, 
who designed the winning logo for the 
Ice Princess contest for the Interactive 
Customer Evaluation Program. The 
contest was open to all seventh and 
eighth graders in December. A tie-breaker 
was initiated and the top three designs 
were sent to the marketing departments 
and scored by marketing and graphic 
design personnel. Christy Powell received 
second place and Rachel Smith placed 
third. Stafford’s ice princess design is 
seen above.		    Kathy Eastwood/PV

Ice Princess
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jump rope.
“It’s just really hard for me 

to keep going for 30 seconds,” 
Christopher said. “My mom taught 
me probably when I was about 5, so 
I’ve had a lot of practice.”

His father, Col. Jesse Germain, 
deputy director at West Point’s 
Department of Physical Education, 
accompanied Christopher to 
Dallas. A shooting guard with his 
school’s junior varsity basketball 
team, Christopher met some of the 
sport’s best, including an up-close 
encounter with one of his favorites 
from the San Antonio Spurs. 
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West Point youth proves 
fit for NBA challenge
By Mike Strasser 
Assistant Editor/Copy

For one memorable weekend, 
8-year-old Christopher Germain 
stood among giants and proved he 
was fit for a challenge. Christopher, 
a third grader at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus School in Highland Falls, was 
invited to attend the NBA All-Star 
Weekend in Dallas Feb. 12-15, and 
competed in the association’s FIT 
National Challenge. 

The NBA FIT Challenge tests 
speed, strength, agility and overall 
physical fitness. Participants 
compete individually against the 
stopwatch and are timed in each of 
the five events for 30 seconds. 

The events include 20-foot 
line sprints, jump rope, speed 
revolutions (passing a basketball 
around the waist), wall passes 
(performing chest passes against a 
wall) and defensive shuffles, best 
described as a rapid movement of 
bean bags from one location to 
another. 

In October, Christopher endured 
this physical challenge to come out 
on top of his age bracket during 
the local competition held at his 
school. He practiced the events 
with his mother and older brother, 
David, who also joined Christopher 
at the regional event, held Jan. 16 in 
Jamaica, Queens. 

“I was very nervous … there 
were about 15 or 16 other kids 
there,” Christopher said. “But I was 
really proud of myself. My score got 
submitted for all of the East Coast, 
and I beat those other kids, too, so 
(one day) after school my dad told 
me I would be competing in the 
nationals.”

Christopher said his favorite 
event is the speed revolutions, 
recording his best at 39. The one 
he finds most challenging is the 

Standing tall at 4 feet 6 inches, 
Christopher and other FIT Challenge 
competitors were entertained on 
the court before the Slam Dunk 
Contest. 

Chicago Bulls’ mascot Benny 
the Bull hoisted Christopher over 
his shoulder and attempted a slam 
dunk of his own. Christopher was 
rescued by Spurs rookie DuJuan 
Blair. 

“It was really cool and fun to 
meet him,” Christopher said.

He also received autographs from 
Chris Mullin, Dominique Wilkins 
and Amare Stoudemire, among 

others, during the Fan Fest. But the 
business at hand that weekend was 
the NBA FIT Challenge’s national 
championship, and Christopher put 
forth a stellar effort to place second 
overall in a field of more than 
105,000 participants. 

“I was against a kid from San 
Antonio and I tried my best, but I 
lost by two points,” Christopher 
said. 

His best event that day, he said, 
was the wall pass. Proud of his 

accomplishment, he returned home 
knowing that he is among the most 
fit in the nation. 

Brian Szeli, West Point Youth 
Services director, worked with all 
the local youths competing in the 
local and regional levels.

“Christopher is a very talented, 
young athlete,” Szeli said. “His 
sportsmanship, his desire to learn 
and improve, and his natural abilities 
make him a role model and an 
ambassador for youth sports.”

Christopher Germain, a third grader from Sacred Heart of Jesus 
School in Highland Falls, was invited to attend the NBA All-Star 
Weekend in Dallas Feb. 12-15, and competed in the NBA FIT 
National Challenge.

Soldier of Valor
Command Sgt. Maj. Anthony Mahoney, U.S. Military 
Academy command sergeant major, presents Soldier of the 
4th Quarter Sgt. Jared Mullins, West Point Military Police 
officer, with a “Soldier of Valor” photo print during the 4th 
Quarter Soldier and NCO of the Quarter ceremony at the 
West Point Club Feb. 17.
	          Sgt. Vincent Fusco/Dir. of Public Affairs & Communications
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Polar Fest fun for West Point community
By Mike Strasser 
Assistant Editor/Copy

A new event Feb. 20 to Polar 
Fest 2010 proved to be a crowd-
pleaser as West Point community 
members gathered around the table 
of a brave few.

The challenge: a pizza-eating 
contest. Too easy, some onlookers 
would say, but the catch for 
this particular contest was the 
ingredients.

The piping hot pizza was made 
hotter still by way of jalapeno and 
habanero peppers, hot sauce and 
spicy Buffalo chicken. Still sound 
easy? 

“The winner is the first to finish 
the entire pie,” Pete Spinning, 

Nicholas Weg, 14, goes 
airborne during the high-flying 
Big Air competition during Polar 
Fest 2010 at West Point.

Outdoor Recreation coordinator, 
said. “If someone gets passed four 
slices, I’d be amazed.”

More than a few actually 
surpassed that feat, but not many. 
One by one, with hands stained by 
hot sauce, competitors left the table. 
Some made use of the large trash 
bin located strategically nearby to 
deposit some of the free meal.

Nearly an hour into the contest, 
a time limit was introduced to 
determine the final winner and it 
was Eric Wallace who defied all 
gastrointestinal odds. 

Despite a queasy stomach, he 
made the bold move by shoveling 
in the remaining pie before his 
stomach knew how to react. The 
teen champion left proudly with the 
grand prize snowboard.

“After the first bite I thought I 
would be able to get through the 
whole thing easy,” Wallace said. 
“But later I almost thought I’d give 
up and I started to just sit there for 
a while.”

Wallace said he enjoys spicy 
foods, but would never buy a pizza 
that hot. Lt. Col. Alden Weg, not a 
regular consumer of spicy foods, 
was just relaxing in the Ski Lodge 
when asked if he wanted to enter 
the contest.

“I thought it would be fun,” 
Weg said. 

Nearly a third into the pie, he 
began to think otherwise and took 
himself out of the contest.

“I didn’t want to be like the other 
guys who were hanging 
over the edge of the 
garbage can,” Weg, 
a physician at Keller 
A r m y  C o m m u n i t y 
Hospital, said. “At first 
it wasn’t bad, but then 
about four pieces in, I 

knew it was the end.”
But pizza wasn’t the only 

attraction on a particularly sunny 
Saturday. More than 700 registered 
for the annual event, and the slopes 
provided constant activity for those 
competing in ski and snowboard 
races. 

Children knocked down plastic 
pins during Tube Bowling and 
skiers performed aerial feats during 
the Big Air competition. Louise 
Mott watched her sons Bradley, 
Ben and Brian compete in various 
events and enjoyed the relatively 
warm weather.

“We were here last year, and 
I think it was much colder,” she 
said. “Today’s beautiful and we’re 
having fun.”

It wouldn’t be a Polar Fest, 
Spinning said, without the music 
of Abby Mayer, playing traditional 
tunes on an Alp Horn. Children 
also clamored for souvenir pieces 
of ice from Sgt. 1st Class Andre 
Rush, senior enlisted aide to the 
superintendent. Rush entertained 
the young crowd as he worked 
chisel and chainsaw to transform a 
huge block of ice into a sculpture 
of a dragon. 

“The Polar Fest was an amazing 
success this year with 780 tickets 
sold, which is a new record for this 
event,” April Anderson, Marketing 
Division director for Family and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation, 
said. “Between the ice sculpting, 
our helmet cam, and the Brian 

Brian Mott, 10, steers for a strike during the Tube Bowling Event 
Feb. 20 at the Polar Fest.
Tice Band, a great time was had 
by all.”

Wedged inside other big-
ticket events like the Army-Navy 
Basketball games and the 100th 
Night performances, Anderson said 
the turnout proves the popularity of 
Polar Fest.

“We were still able to provide 
quality entertainment for our 
military Families and are excited 
for what the future holds for Polar 
Fest,” she added.

Competitive race results can be 
found online at www.westpointmwr.
com, under the Skiing banner.

Children paused from the ski and board events to enjoy the warmth of making smores as hundreds of West 
Point community members gathered for Polar Fest 2010.
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Sacred Heart became Science Lab during fair
Story and photos by 
Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Sacred Heart of Jesus School 
in Highland Falls transformed 
the third floor of the school into a 
virtual science lab Feb. 18 for the 
school’s annual science fair. Because 
of the school’s close association 
with West Point, faculty members 
from physics, civil and mechanical 
engineering and computer science 
volunteer their time to demonstrate 
how science is applied to the real 
world for young minds.

Downstairs in the gym, children 
demonstrated their proficiency 
in science theory by listing their 
experiments on bulletin boards 
and describing a particular science 
theory and the expected result.

“The science fair is a great 
opportunity to hopefully excite 
children about the sciences,” Col. 
John Hartke, academy professor 
of physics, said. “Most of what we 
demonstrate we use with the cadets, 
although in much more detail. It’s a 
way to show children how the world 
works and how cool science is.”

Hartke demonstrated the Van de 
Graaff generator, an electrostatic 
machine that produces static 
electricity. Children wanted in on 

the fun of making their hair stand 
on end by simply touching the silver 
globe.

Other demonstrations included 
center of mass (or center of gravity), 
showing how a weighted plastic 
bird is balanced on a fingertip by 
the beak without it falling down; 
using Lego blocks to build bridges 
and manipulating remote controlled 
robotic vehicles.

Other children enjoyed riding on 
the hovercraft and were amazed how 
the vehicle moves around off the 
ground using only forced air. 

Peggy Leonowich-Graham, 
Ph.D., assistant professor in the 
electrical engineering and computer 
science department,  enjoyed 
watching 6-year-old Athena Terio 
move the robotic vehicles around 
the room.

“I have a vested interest in 
getting girls interested in computer 
science,” she said. “Few women 
take an interest in the subject. I 
think we need to reach children at a 
young age.”

“Robots are part programming 
and part circuitry,” Maj. Christopher 
Reitsma, assistant professor in the 
EECS department, who built the 
robotic vehicles, said.

There is a national movement to 
get children interested in science and 

t o  h e l p 
teachers 
b r i n g 

Col. Raymond Nelson ponders a question about kinetic energy from youths attending the annual 
Science Fair at Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Highland Falls. From right to left: Christopher 
O'Donnell, John O'Donnell, Christopher Germain, John Germain and Col. Jesse Germain (behind 
children) from the Dept. of Physical Education, watch the kinetic display.
science to the classroom. 

One of President Obama’s 
initiatives is to bring more math 
and sciences to elementary and 
grade schools to prepare children 
to compete in the global community 

as adults. 
American students’ rank 21st 

in science and 25th in math when  
compared to students around the 
world, according to CNN. 

The Obama initiative involves 

corporations, such as Xerox and 
Kodak, which committed $260 
million to the program, and Sesame 
Street, which teaches children about 
math and sciences through programs 
such as Math is Everywhere.

Isabella Crow and her brother, William, try out 
the hovercraft at the Science Fair. The hovercraft, 
controlled by Tom Lainis, Ph.D. and Physics professor, 
moves around using slow-moving high pressurized 
air. 
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will use later to infer in class on how it affects 
the hydrology of any given situation.”

 Hydro Woman and Hydro Man (Bristow 
and DeRocchi) lead more than 100 cadets 
and staff members in costume from the Grant 
Turnaround down to the snowy banks of the 
Hudson River of South Dock.

With spectators, including the West 
Point Fire Department, standing by and 
cheering, the brave crew jumped willingly 
into the river and there was one overwhelming 
response—enjoyment—plus many comments 
on the cold. 

It engrained an everlasting memory of the 
hydrological event.

DeRocchi uses his own 
experiences from the past 
12 years in the military 
to help relate the subject 
matter to the cadets in a 
practical sense.	

The idea of taking 
the students from the 
classroom to the frozen 
banks of the Hudson 
stemmed from a cadet’s 
reaction to hearing about 
and seeing the photos of  
DeRocchi conducting 
ice rescue training as a 
volunteer firefighter. 

“The cadet said, ‘can 
we go down to the river 
and jump in?’” the Class 
of 1998 graduate said. 

The cadet’s comment 
sparked an idea that 
would allow the students 
to truly gain a firsthand 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a 
hydrological effect … thus 
creating the Polar Bear 
Plunge.

“It was not just about 
having an event so that the cadets could jump 
into the freezing water of the Hudson River,” 
DeRocchi said. “It was about every little 
observation that they made along the way. 
From the snow pack and the ground conditions 
to the soil use—all are observations that they 

Series by Tommy Gilligan
Assistant Editor

The deep freeze of the winter set in long ago and, day by day, the sun stays out just a bit 
longer as the deeply-awaited spring approaches. 

This is a period when select Firsties, along with some elite Cows from every department, 
fill classrooms, workrooms, labs, physical and virtual libraries well after traditional classroom 
hours end, working feverishly toward completing their labors before the 2010 Projects Day.

The 10th annual Projects Day features 13 departments on this campus along with a handful 
of other universities throughout the country.

In years past, the U.S. Air Force Academy, Bard College, George Mason University, 
Old Dominion University and Texas A&M University have participated alongside academy 
cadets.  

While each of the departments has a different conceptual focus on their educational 
discipline, even within the discipline a multitude of projects are underway.  

However, a few of the projects’ theories  concepts overlap with other majors and allowing 
the cadets to work with people from outside their field of studies.  

Last year, more than 230 projects were presented to the faculty and visiting guests who 
were in attendance. 

Many of the projects were well beyond the scope of the cadets’ undergraduate work.   
As the semester continues, the Pointer View will focus on the progress of various projects 

that will be presented to the community. 
While some may be designed to compete in worldwide contests, others are designed to 

impact the community and the Army as a whole. 
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Learning outside the traditional spectrum
Story and photos by 
Tommy Gilligan
Assistant Editor/Photo

Educators throughout the country have 
the momentous task of creating lesson plans 
that not only educate students today, but 
have enough impact so that the knowledge is 
retained for years to come. At West Point, two 
science professors are among those who have 
eliminated the data dumping mentality, where 
lessons are learned and soon forgotten.

Major Mark DeRocchi and Elizabeth 
Bristow, Ph.D., have taken a new approach to 
teaching the Hydology CE380 course.

“Last year in the beginning of class we 
were looking for ways to make the students 
excited to come to class every day,” Bristow 
said. “As the course starts out it can be dry, 
it can be abstract, but it does not have to be 
that way.”

When prepping for the course to start, 
Bristow found an old costume in the archives 
that was used when DeRocchi was a cadet 
here, but has not been seen in years.

“It was an old superhero costume known 
as Hydro Man,” Bristow said. “The only 
problem was that we both wanted a part of 
it, so we created Hydro Woman to go along 
with Hydro Man.”

The costumes are not just a comical bit the 
teaching duo uses throughout the semester; 
it is a representation of how dedicated and 
excited they are about the subject matter 
they teach.

Projects Day series—a look into the 
process from genesis to final product

Cows Zack Balent and Alexis Ovalle climb onto the wall at South Dock after jumping into the 
Hudson River during the second annual Polar Bear Plunge Feb. 17. More than 100 cadets, faculty 
and staff members took part in the event.

Cow Andy Moon feels the chill of the air after emerging from the icy Hudson 
River. Participants were encouraged to wear costumes for the plunge.

“Today I was speaking with one of my 
students during lab and he was telling me 
because of the salinity and the current of the 
river why we could jump into a body of water 
that was below the freezing point of water,” 
Bristow said. 

DeRocchi and Bristow are already looking 
into the future on how to build on the cadets’ 
learning experience from trips such as 
the Polar Bear Plunge and the upcoming 
whitewater rafting trip this spring. 

This teaching duo is just one example of 
West Point instructors and professors taking 
the traditional classroom education to the next 
level of understanding.
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Chinese names. From spoken word to printed, 
the second graders were also taught the basics 
of Chinese writing. 

The students delved into the exercise of 
writing their Chinese names with the aid of 
Firsties David Lee and Ben Westman. 

Lee, the Chinese Language and Culture 
Club president, has been involved in the club 
since his plebe year and also spent a semester 
abroad in Beijing. 

Although he hasn’t taken Chinese courses 
in recent semesters, Lee said he still retains 
enough language skill to speak on a basic 
level. 

“I was learning Chinese at 18 and it was a 
little bit hard for me, so exposing kids to new 
languages at an early age, I think, allows them 
to absorb it quicker,” the nuclear engineering 
major said.

The children left with a few parting gifts 
to remind them of their Far East experience. 
Among the many goodies, the students 
received a paper lantern, Chinese currency 
and a pair of chopsticks. 

Before they left, students were given some 
candy to practice picking up with chopsticks 
and placing in a paper cup. The children raced 
to be the first to accomplish the mission. 

Second grader Hain Henderson liked all 
the gifts but said the chopsticks were the 
best.

“I’m going to use it to eat my fortune 
cookie and chocolate coin,” the 7-year-old 
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West Point youths celebrate Year of the Tiger
Story and photo by Mike Strasser 
Assistant Editor/Copy

Second graders from West Point 
Elementary School celebrated the Chinese 
New Year with an educational trip to 
Washington Hall Feb. 17.

Chinese instructors in the Department of 
Foreign Languages joined West Point Chinese 
Club cadets to introduce the students to a 
new culture and language. Lt. Col. Brady 
Crosier, Chinese instructor and Chinese 
language section desk chief, explained the 
significance of the Chinese New Year. The 
celebration, also known as Spring Festival, is 
similar to Christmas and Thanksgiving with 
Family gatherings and gift-giving among the 
traditions. 

“Chinese New Year is a time when huge 
migrations of people in China go home to see 
their Families and elders. They have these big 
meals and basically catch up with each other 
on what has happened over the year,” Crosier 
told the group of 15 students.

Chinese is a tonal language, Crosier 
explained, and it is difficult to learn just by 
reading the characters alone. With the help 
of phonetic English, the second graders were 
able to learn simple phrases like “Hello,” 
“Thank you” and “Happy New Year.”

Tongues twisted, the young linguists kept 
trying until they formed the words properly 
and then went about learning their new 

said. “I’ll use it as much 
as I can.” 

A l o n g  w i t h  h i s 
n e w f o u n d  s k i l l  i n 
Chinese, Henderson is 
also learning Spanish at 
school.

“I like learning new 
languages so when I go 
to different places I can 
speak to other people 
from other countries,” 
he said. 

Second grade teacher 
Phyllis Lainis said the 
ch i ld ren  wi l l  l eave 
with an abundance of 
knowledge.

“I could tell they were 
very interested,” Lainis 
said. “When Lt. Col. 
Crozier was speaking 
there was dead silence 
and they were focused on listening very 
carefully to what he said.”

Lainis also appreciated the cadets who 
assisted the children with their lessons.

“I know how valuable cadet time is, so it 
was wonderful that they shared some of that 
with us,” she said.

Crosier said the department conducts a fair 
amount of community outreach, whether it’s 
inviting a class to visit or having instructors 

travel to local schools for a program. 
With the 7- and 8-year-olds, he wanted to 

offer them enough hands-on activities to keep 
their attention, as well as introduce them to a 
lot of retainable knowledge.

“Overall, I think it is important in today’s 
world for children to at least have some 
experience in the diversity out there … in 
different languages and different cultures,” 
Crozier said.

Firstie David Lee teaches Anthony Sulewski how to 
hold chopsticks as second graders from West Point 
Elementary School celebrated the Chinese New Year with 
an educational trip to Washington Hall Feb. 17. 
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Keller Corner
Tobacco Cessation Program

Do you want to stop using tobacco? To 
seek help or for more information, contact 
Trish Titus, Keller Family Practice Clinic 
RN, at 938-3244.

Blood Drive kickoff campaign
There will be a kickoff campaign meeting 

from 10-11:30 a.m. Monday in the Army 
Education Center, Bldg. 683, Training 
Room #10, in preparation for the upcoming 
American Red Cross Blood Drive March 
29-April 1.  

Appointed key personnel from each 
activity are asked to attend this meeting.  

Provide the names of those attending to 
Mary Mandia at 938-2582 or via e-mail at 
Mary.Mandia@AMEDD.ARMY.MIL on or 
before Monday.

TRICARE Prime Access to Care 
Standards  

• Emergency Care—For emergency care, 
go to the nearest hospital emergency room;

• Acute/Urgent Primary Care—Seen 
within 24 hours (earaches, high fever, etc.);  

• Routine Primary Care—Seen within 7 
days (colds, allergies, check-ups);

• Wellness Care—Seen within 28 days 
(Well Child, pap, mammo, etc.);

• Specialty Care—Seen within 28 days 
(ortho, podiatry, PT, etc.).

 Beginning with the next available 
appointment, the appointment center clerk 
must offer appointments within the standards 
outlined above.  

However, you can choose to select an 
appointment outside the access standards to 
meet your scheduling needs.

The latest data shows that Keller met or 
exceeded all access standards for making 
appointments when first contacted by our 
patients.  

We offered and you booked as follows:
• Acute/Urgent Care—within 8 hours— 

Exceeded;
• Routine Primary Care—within 7 days 

—Met;
• Wellness Care—within 10.7 days—

Exceeded;
• Specialty Care—within 13.5 days—

Exceeded.
Make appointments by calling the Keller 

Appointment Center at 938-7992 or 800-
552-2907. 

Using www.tricareonline.com allows 
you 24/7 access to primary care schedules.  

Register today and start booking 
appointments for the whole Family when 
you have the time.

Friday—Sherlock Holmes, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel, 
							         PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Leap Year, PG, 9:30 p.m.

The theater schedule also can be found at www.aafes.com.

in the movie theater at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752NOW SHOWING

BBC LifeWorks events
Read Across America Day

Join Balfour Beatty Communities at the Post Library, Bldg. 622, at 10 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday for story time. Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday while the librarians read stories. 
The children can also watch videos and participate in a craft project.

The event is open to West Point community children ages 3-5. Pre-registration is 
required and space is limited to 15 children per session. Call 938-2974 or stop by library 
to register.

At Your Leisure

FEBRUARY share prices (as of 02/22)
C Fund  —    +  0.39      (13.1739)
S Fund  —    +  0.56      (16.9115)
I  Fund  —    +  0.50      (17.7113)

Feb. 25-March 4
Army Newswatch 
(broadcast times) 

Thursday, Friday and 
Monday through 

March 4
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 

7 p.m.

“The Point” 
(broadcast times)

Thursday, Friday and 
Monday through 

March 4
8 a.m., noon, 4 p.m. 

and 6 p.m.

Command 
Channel 8/23

West Point community members Emily Tribus (left) and Samantha Wender 
participated in the Sweetheart Invitational held in Fishkill Feb. 14. The two girls 
competed with the Gym Kids Gymnastics Team from Cornwall. Wender had 
a big day taking gold medals on the beam (9.1 score) and floor (9.45) while 
winning her first All-Around title with an impressive score of 36.325. Tribus 
scored a 9.25 on the bars and a 9.3 on floor. She finished with a 34.65 overall 
score. Both girls competed in the U.S. Association of Independent Gymnastics 
Clubs copper level. Their team won first-place in the team competition.     	
				          			         Photo by Kate Wender

All-Around gymnasts
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The Army Rabble Rousers will host a 
cheer clinic from 1:30-3 p.m. Saturday for 
all age groups, which includes an opportunity 
to cheer at the Army men’s basketball game 
versus Bucknell following the clinic.

The clinic is free with a ticket to the 
basketball game.

To register for the clinic, contact Elle 
Nichols at 938-2294 or Ellen.Nichols@
usma.edu.

Purim holiday observances
There are two public observance 

opportunities to celebrate the Purim holiday. 
Both events take place at the West Point 
Jewish Chapel, Bldg. 750 on Merritt Road.

At 7:30 p.m. Saturday, there will be a 
Purim holiday observance and reading of the 
Megillah (scroll of Esther). Refreshments 
will be served.

The annual Jewish Chapel Purim Party 
takes place at 2 p.m. Sunday. The party 
includes a reading of the Megillah, live music 
and a festive holiday meal.

For more information, call 938-2710.

Black History Month festivity
The final Black History Month event is 

the “Big Apple Turns to Cider” feature-length 
play written entirely in rhyme—a hip-hop 
musical. The play takes place at 7 p.m. Sunday 
at Cullum Hall.

Everyone in the West Point community is 
invited to attend.

Blood Drive kickoff campaign
There will be a kickoff campaign meeting 

from 10-11:30 a.m. Monday in the Army 
Education Center, Bldg. 683, Training Room 
#10 in preparation for the upcoming American 
Red Cross Blood Drive March 29-April 1. 

Appointed key personnel from each 
activity are asked to attend this meeting. 

Provide the names of those attending to 
Mary Mandia at 938-2583 or via e-mail at 
Mary.Mandia@AMEDD.ARMY.MIL on or 
before Monday.

Book signings
Craig Mullaney returns to West Point from 

12:30-4 p.m. Wednesday at the West Point 
Bookstore to sign copies of his book, “The 
Unforgiving Minute.”

The bookstore is located on the fourth 
floor in Thayer Hall.

MyCAA Program halts operations
The MyCAA Program has temporarily 

halted operations effective Feb. 16.
However, all MyCAA participants and 

active duty military spouses may still receive 
educational counseling and career guidance 
from a Military One Source spouse education 
and career consultant.

The pause will not affect approved 
financial assistance. Check for updates.

For more information, call Eugene 
Hickman at 938-3722.

United States Census job testing
Be a part of history and apply now for a 

U.S. Census job. 

Pointer View  

What’s Happening
Tax center

The tax center, located in Bldg. 626, is 
now open from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. 

Filers should start getting documents 
together (W-2’s, mortgage interest statements, 
childcare expenses, etc.).   

For questions, call 938-4145.

Baggers needed
The West Point Commissary needs 

baggers. Duties include bagging groceries 
and carry out service. 

Baggers work for tips only. 
For more information, call Christina at 

938-3663 ext. 224. 

Sol Feinstone Lecture
The 35th Sol Feinstone Lecture will 

take place at 7:45 p.m. tonight at Robinson 
Auditorium.

The guest speaker is George Soros and 
the theme of the evening is “The Meaning 
of Freedom.”

Everyone in the West Point community is 
invited to attend.

Black History Month program
Experience the African Americans’ 

journey to economic empowerment through 
drama, dance, song, ethnic food samplings 
and more during the Black History Month 
program from 5-8:30 p.m. Friday at Robinson 
Auditorium.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

West Point Women’s Club
Grants and scholarship applications are 

available at www.westpointwomensclub.
com. 

The applications are due Saturday. 
For more information, e-mail jgrande@

hvc.rr.com. 

Community Prayer Breakfast
The 6th Annual “Mayor’s Community 

Prayer Breakfast” will be held 9:30-11 a.m. 
Saturday at Nicole’s in Highland Falls.

The breakfast serves as a local fundraiser 
for Hospice of Orange/Sullivan counties.

For more information, call Joseph 
D’Onofrio at 446-3400.

Free throw championship
Boys and girls ages 10-14 are invited to 

participate in a local level competition for 
the 2010 Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship.

The competition takes place at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at the Sacred Heart School of Jesus, 
Highland Falls.

All contestants at the local level will be 
recognized for their participation in the event. 
The winners will progress through to district, 
state and international competitions.

Participants must bring proof of age and 
written parental consent.

For more information, call Yearling Chris 
Van Kleef at 515-3845 or e-mail Christopher.
vankleef@usma.edu.

Cheer Clinic

At Your Leisure

The U.S. Census is recruiting assistants, 
clerks, Census takers and other jobs. The 
positions have significant hourly compensation, 
flexible hours and paid training. 

Written qualification tests are scheduled 
at 9 a.m. March 4 and at noon March 10 in 
Bldg. 622. 

Call (866) 861-2010 to register. Seating 
is limited. 

However, walk-ins will be accepted if 
space is available. 

Go to www.2010censusjobs.gov for more 
information and to take the practice test.

Look out for your Census
The distribution of the Census to West 

Point residents via the Postal Service will take 
place in mid-March.

Residents should complete the 10-question 
Census form and mail it back no later than 
April 1.

 
Army Education Center

John Jay College is accepting applications 
for Master of Public Administration degrees 
until March 15. 

Call (845) 446-5959 or (860) 430-9468 
for more information.

Community forum on mental health
There will be a community forum on 

“Understanding Mental Health, Depression 
and Suicide Prevention: Reducing Stigma, 
Opening Minds, Creating Hope,” from 7-8:30 
p.m. March 15 at the Highland Falls Middle 
School.

The forum is open to parents, students, 
teachers and community leaders from the 
area.

For more information, call Chuck Giardina, 
School Social Worker, at 446-4914 ext. 242 
or 446-9575.

WPWC Gift Shoppe
The West Point Women’s Club Gift 

Shoppe has new extended hours. 
It is open Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-5 

p.m. 

Goose and coyote hunters
West Point is extending its open dates for 

hunting geese and coyotes.
This year, West Point is permitting hunters 

to pursue Canadian Geese on the military 
reservation from Monday through March 
10.

Coyotes may be hunted until March 28.
All New York State and West Point 

regulations apply. 
Check Range Control for area availability 

and to sign out at the hunt shack.

DUSA is hiring
The Daughters of the U.S. Army local 

chapter is hiring a bookkeeper part-time for 
an hourly wage. 

Knowledge of Excel, retail and accounting 
is necessary and Peachtree knowledge is a 
plus. 

Resumés will be accepted until Monday. 
Interviews will be conducted the last week 

in February, with a start date on or about 

Monday. 
For more information, call Ginger 

Hopkins, President, at 567-3643. 
Send resumé and cover letter to:
DUSA President
P.O. Box 78
West Point, NY  10996.

DUSA Gift Shop position opening
The Daughters of the United States Army 

Gift Shop has openings for two weekend sales 
associate. 

Applications are available at the shop, 
located at the West Point Museum. 

For more information, call Tanisha 
McInerney at 446-0566.

Spouse BATTLEMIND telephone 
support groups are available now 

A Department of Defense and Army-
funded research study administered by the 
Memphis Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
for spouses of servicemembers who have 
been deployed at least one time to Iraq or 
Afghanistan offers free confidential telephone 
support groups. 

The groups are one–hour, one–time a 
month for 12 months. 

Spouses can learn ways to manage stress 
and solve problems related to reintegration 
education about post traumatic stress disorder, 
traumatic brain injury and other common 
problems. 

For Information or to enroll, contact 
Spouse BATTLEMIND at www.memphis.
va.gov/spousebattlemind/ or www.health.
mil or www.tricare.mil.
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FMWR Blurbs
For more information, call 938-5210.

Father and Daughter Dance
A Father and Daughter Dance hosted by 

CYSS is from 6-9 p.m. March 6 at the Youth 
Center, Bldg. 500.

Girls ages 5-18 are eligible with a CYSS 
membership. 

Dress for girls is formal and military blues 
or a suit for fathers.

Light refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call 938-3921.

Speak Out for Military Kids 
ACS will hold a Speak Out for Military 

Kids information session at 6:30 p.m. March 
9 at ACS, Bldg. 622. 

Students in grades 7–12 and their parents 
are invited to attend. 

Call 938-5654 for more information or to 
reserve a seat.

Pasta and More Family Night at the 
West Point Club

Enjoy fine Italian-style dining from 5-8 
p.m. March 10 in the Club’s Pierce Dining 
Room.

Spouses of deployed personnel eat at half 
price.  

For more information and reservations, 
call 938-5120.

West Point Career Expo 2010
A West Point Career Expo is from 10 

a.m.–2 p.m. March 11 at the Thayer Hotel. 
The career fair is hosted by the Army 

Career and Alumni Program and Army 
Community Service’s Employment Readiness 
Program. 

Military.com ,  the largest  online 
military membership organization and the 
Noncommissioned Officers Association, have 
joined forces for this expo designed to place 
separating and retiring veterans and Family 
members in direct contact with companies and 
corporations seeking individuals with military 
training and experience.  

Individuals looking to attend the Career 
Expo may register to attend the event online 
at www.military.com/career-expo/.  

For more information, call Peggie Taylor 
938-0634 or Amy Rodick at 938-5658.

Defensive Driving Class
The Defensive Driving Class is scheduled 

from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. March 13.  
The new location for the class is at the 

Buffalo Soldier Pavilion, Bldg. 628.  
To register, call LTS at 938-2401/3601.

Spring Story Hour
The West Point Post Library will conduct 

its spring session of story hour at 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. every Tuesday through April 27.  

This program is open to all West Point 
community children ages 3-5. There are no 
fees. 

Registration is required on a weekly 
basis.  

Stop by the Library, Bldg. 622, or call 
938-2974 for more information.

FMWR Sports Office—Open Tennis 
Play

The Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation Sports office is offering open 
tennis play at the Lichtenberg Tennis Center, 
Bldg. 708.

Play is from 6-9 p.m. Tuesdays.
The program will operate Sunday through 

Thursday evenings.

Right Arm Night
Right Arm Night will be held at the West 

Point Club’s Benny Havens Lounge and Gray 
Room from 4:30-9 p.m. tonight.

Complimentary hors d’ oeuvres will be 
served.  

Leaders and their right arms can enjoy a 
special mentoring time with a Wii available to 
play Rock Band and Beatles Rock Band. 

For more information, call 938-5120.

Long Trail Micro Brewery Tasting
The good folks from Vermont’s Long 

Trail Brewing Co. are coming to the Pierce 
Dining Room at the West Point Club from 
5-9 p.m. Friday to hold a tasting with heavy 
hors d’ oeuvres and a chance to win a Vermont 
ski pass.  

Call 938-5120 to make your reservation.
All enlisted Soldiers and cadets are free 

members at the West Point Club.  

Indoor Triathlon
The West Point FMWR Fitness Center 

will be holding its first indoor triathlon.  
The triathlon will consist of a 4,000-meter 

row, 10-mile bike ride and 3-mile run, in 
succession.  

Participants must sign-up for time slots at 
the fitness center. 

The triathlon event runs from Monday 
through March 5 during regular fitness center 
hours.  

It is free and open to all FMWR Fitness 
Center authorized users.  

Prizes include free entry into the WP 
5K/10K.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Army Emergency Relief Campaign
The West Point community is invited 

to attend the 2010 Army Emergency Relief 
Campaign “Kickoff” from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Monday at ACS, Bldg. 622.

Cake and light refreshments will be 
served.

The 2010 AER Campaign goes through 
May 15.

For more information, call 938-5839.

West Point 5K/10K
Registration for the West Point 5K/10K 

starts Monday on active.com (keyword “West 
Point”). 

The West Point 5K/10K will be held May 
15, which is Armed Forces Day, with both 
races kicking off at 8:30 a.m. and the Kids’ 
Fun Run at 8:45 a.m. 

For more information, call 938-6497.

FMWR Ballroom Dancing Classes
Eight classes of Ballroom Dancing will 

take place at 6:30 p.m. from Tuesday through 
April 27 at Cullum Hall.  

Please note that no classes will be held 
during spring break. 

Registration is at Leisure Travel Services, 
628 Hodges Place, or with credit card by 
phone at 938-2401.  

For questions concerning class content, 
call the instructor, Joe Maraday, at (914) 
489-1444.

Mid-winter Pig Roast with Beer 
Tasting

The Mid-winter Pig Roast with Yuengling 
Beer Tasting event takes place in the Pierce 
Dining Room from 5-9 p.m. March 5.

Enjoy an evening of roast pig while 
sampling fine beers from one of the oldest 
breweries in America.

Reservations are accepted within 48 hours 
of play by calling 938-6015.  

Patrons must provide their own tennis 
balls and racquets for play. 

Payment is made at the Tennis Center on 
the evening of play.

For more information, call 938-3066.

Family Child Care training
The Family Child Care program will be 

offering training for individuals interested in 
providing child care services from the comfort 
of their homes.  

Choose from working with children ages 
6 weeks through 12 years, for hourly, full/
part-time and weekend/evening care. 

Training is scheduled through March 5. 
To sign up, or for more information, 

contact Elizabeth Peralta at 938-6170 or 
Elizabeth.Peralta@usma.edu. 

West Point ski lessons
Registration for ski lessons is from 10 

a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday at the Ski Rental 
office for ages 5 and older.  

A CYSS membership is needed for ages 
5-17. 

For more information, visit FMWR’s Web 
site at westpointmwr.com.

Club membership
Attention enlisted Soldiers and West Point 

cadets—did you know that your West Point 
Club Membership is free? 

Stop by the club today to start taking 
advantage of your membership savings— 
just let us know at the register that you are 
a member. 

For more information, call 938-5120.

Strength training for golfers
The FMWR Fitness Center is running 

an eight-week strength training program for 
golfers. 

The program runs Monday-Thursday 
through March 25.

The times are as follows: 11:45 a.m. 
—Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5 p.m.—Mondays 
and Wednesdays.

For more information and to register, call 
the Fitness Center at 938-6490.

School Deployment Group
The ACS Mobilization and Deployment 

Program will host a bi-monthly School 
Deployment Group at the West Point 
Elementary and Middle School.

Children enrolled in the program will 
participate in fun deployment-related activities 
and will receive projects to take home. 

For more information or to enroll a child 
in the program, call 938-5654.

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony
It’s time to recognize all of the volunteers 

that give their time throughout the year. 
The annual Volunteer Recognition 

Ceremony will be held April 26 at the West 
Point Club.  

To ensure that your volunteers are properly 
recognized, contact the Army Volunteer 
Corps Coordinator at  938-3655 or christina.
overstreet@usma.edu.

2010 Volunteers of the Year 
nominations now accepted 

2010 Volunteers of the Year nominations 
may be made by downloading a nomination 
form or submitting the form at www.
westpointmwr.com and click on the Army 
Community Service drop down menu.  

Nominations are due no later than March 
12.  

For more information, contact Christina 
Overstreet, Army Volunteer Corps Coordinator, 
at 938-3655 or christina.overstreet@usma.
edu. 

ACS Employment Readiness Seminars 
and Workshops

Army Community Service is offering a 
number of employment readiness seminars 
and workshops in March.

The seminars and workshops include:
•  Career Plan Development, 10-11:30 

a.m., Tuesday; 
•  How to Conduct an Effective Job 

Search, 1:30-3 p.m., Wednesday;  
•    Making the Most out of a Career Fair, 

3-4:30 p.m., March 9; 
•  Employment Readiness Program, 11 

a.m.-4 p.m., March 11; 
•     Interview & Dress for Success, 1:30-3 

p.m., March 16;
•  Federal Resume Writing Workshop, 

10-11:30 a.m., March 17. 
All workshops take place in the ACS 

Training Room in Bldg. 622. 
For more information, call  938-5658 

or e-mail to amy.rodick@usma.edu  to sign 
up for a class or to schedule a one-on-one 
session.

FMWR Fitness Center tidbits
The West Point FMWR Fitness Center is 

holding its Brick Challenge Double Points at 
7:30 a.m. Saturday.

Five secrets to permanent weight loss 
presented by Dr. John P. Hilley is at 7 a.m. 
March 4.

The West Point 10-Miler will be held at 
the FMWR Fitness Center at 8 a.m. March 
6. 

The Strongest Loser Contest will be held  
at 10 a.m. March 13. 

The Fitness Center’s Brag Wall wants 
you.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Have fun with the Culture Club
Army Community Service Relocation 

Readiness Program is now offering a 
Multicultural Support Group known as The 
Culture Club. 

The club meets once a month to discuss 
multicultural issues, learn about other cultures 
and sample foods from around the world.

The goal of the club is to grow bonds of 
friendship and support as well as provide 
outreach to the community for multicultural 
understanding. 

Regardless of ethnicity or country of 
origin, everyone is welcome to discuss 
citizenship issues, provide a forum for 
practicing English skills and share knowledge 
about different cultures. 

There is plenty of space, so come and 
enjoy the fun. 

The next meeting is 5:30 p.m. March 11 
at ACS, Bldg 622. 

For more information, call 938-3487.

Spring break for pets
Give your pets a Spring Break they deserve 

at Morgan Farm Kennels during the weeks of 
March 13-21 and March 30-April 5.

Located just minutes from West Point, 
Morgan Farm offers affordable kenneling 
services close to home, for both military and 
civilian personnel.

C a l l  9 3 8 - 3 9 2 6  t o d a y  t o  m a k e 
reservations.
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Firstie Cleveland Richard led all Army scorers with 15 points 
versus Navy. He was also part of a defensive rotation that held 
Navy and Patriot League scoring leader, senior guard Chris Harris, 
to only four points.							     

Army and Community Sports

Army dominates Navy, earns first “Star” since 2002

Firstie Chris Walker came off the bench to score a season-high 
14 points and added seven rebounds in Army’s 69-50 win over 
academy-rival Navy Feb. 20 at Christl Arena.				  

Story and photos by 
Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

In front of the largest crowd in 
Christl Arena history, Army fed off 
the energy of its fans and dominated 
academy-rival Navy, 69-50, in 
Patriot League action Feb. 20.

With a record 5,163 spectators 
on hand, the Black Knights (14-
12 overall, 4-8 Patriot League) 
stormed out to a 15-2 lead in the 
first eight minutes, 30 seconds of the 
game and never relinquished their 
commanding lead to earn their first 
“Star” against Navy since 2002.

Several players stepped up to 
earn the victory as Firstie forward 
Cleveland Richard and Firstie 
center Chris Walker led all Army 
scorers with 15 and 14 points, 
respectively. 

However, it was the team’s 
stifling defense that kept the 
Midshipmen (13-14, 7-5) at bay.  
Navy and Patriot League leading 
scorer, senior  guard Chris Harris, 
who averaged 21.5 points a game 
coming into the game, was held to 
four points.

“Army deserved the win. They 
had great energy and I thought their 
defense was tremendous,” Navy 
coach Billy Lange said. “I’ve said it 
often and I’ll say it again—they’ve 
been the best defensive team in the 
country (over the past few years).

“They did a great job (on Harris). 
He had about four or five looks that 

could have changed the complexity 
of the game, but they did a great 
job of speeding him up to rush his 
shot,” Lange added. “I felt we still 
did what we needed to do today, but 
we have to have incredible poise and 
composure throughout against (their 
defense).”

Army head coach Zach Spiker 
agreed with Lange’s sentiments 
that his team did a great job against 
Navy’s potent offense while holding 
them to 36 percent (9-for-25) from 
the field in the first half and 39.6 
percent (21-for-53) for the game.

“(Navy) is a very talented 
offensive team with a lot of 
firepower,” Spiker said. “We were 
able to hold them and contest them 
all day, and we switched out on 
Chris Harris often so it wasn’t just 
one guy who did the bulk of the 
work—it was a group effort.”

While it was a great group effort, 
Walker was a difference-maker and 
had his best game of the season. It 
was the first game of the year that 
Walker didn’t start, but he came off 
the bench to score his season-high  
and helped the team continue its 
dominance in the first half.

“Chris brought some energy 
(into the game),” Spiker said. 
“When he’s feeling good and has 
room to operate, he should easily 
score down low. He had a lot of 
room to operate today.”

Lange thought Walker had a 
phenomenal first half and felt every 
time his team made a run Walker 

would step up and make a big shot. 
Walker believes his play was the 
result of the space Navy was giving 
him.

“I was taking what the defense 
gave me,” Walker said. “They 
weren’t collapsing down low and I 
used my left and right hook (shots) 
and it felt good.”

Army finished the first half on 
a six-point run, which ended with 
a coast-to-coast drive and layup by 
Richard to give his squad its largest 
lead of the day, 36-20, at halftime.

Only a month ago, Army led 
Navy by 14 points at Annapolis 
before the Midshipmen overcame 
the deficit to defeat the Black 
Knights 62-56. Harris, who had only 
eight points in the first half of that 
game, finished with 30 points.

With that loss fresh in their 
minds, the Black Knights never let 
up and advanced their lead to 21 
points in the second half.

“It may have been a helpful 
experience to make sure (Harris) 
and Navy didn’t get going today,” 
Spiker said of the team’s Jan. 23 
loss to Navy.

Army held Harris scoreless in 
the first half, and he didn’t get his 
first basket until four minutes into 
the second.

Cow guard Mitch McDonald 
and Firstie guard Marcus Nelson 
provided Army with much needed 
secondary scoring as they finished 
with eight points each.

When the game ended, the 
celebration began as the team’s 
seven Firsties won their first “Star 
Game” and got to hold the Alumni 
Trophy for the first time in their 
careers.

“It felt like four years of hard 
work finally coming to fruition,” 
Walker said. “It was great because 
every year before this year we won 
the first game but couldn’t sweep 
them. This year, we split again, but 
we won the “Star Game,” and it 

feels great to have those bragging 
rights.”

After the conclusion of the 
trophy ceremony, Walker tried to 
find his fiancée, Michelle, through 
the scores of fans and his F-4 

Cow guard Mitch McDonald scored eight points and added three assists. Army head coach Zach 
Spiker praised McDonald for his defense which helped hold Navy to only 50 points.			 

See STAR, Page 13



13 February 25, 2010Pointer View  

STAR, 
cont’d from Page 12

Army and Community Sports

Gymnastics takes “Star” match at Navy, now 2-4 

Frog company mates who came down to 
congratulate him. Once he found her, it led to 
an appropriate exchange for the day.

“When I found her, (we hugged) and she 
told me I stunk,” Walker explained. “But, I 
told her, ‘Baby, that’s the smell of success, the 
smell of victory,’ and it smells good.”

Army has two more regular season games 
at home against Lafayette and Bucknell. With 
one more win, Army would solidify its first 
winning season (plus-.500 record) since the 
1984-85 season.

The Navy game was a taste of what Spiker 
would like to see in the future—commanding 
victories and raucous crowds, especially with 
the team playing more meaningful games 
into March.

“Hopefully, we can build off of this and 
get a crowd like this when we’re not playing 
Navy,” Spiker said. “I would like to see a 
crowd like this on a Wednesday when we play 
Bucknell and that will be the next challenge. 
The challenge is to get the guys to play at a 
level that gets people to want to come out all 
the time, not just the Navy game.

“My goal here is I’m building a program,” 
he added. “We’ve gotten better, but we don’t 
want to stay status quo. If we stay status quo, 
we don’t get out of that rut (of 24 straight 
losing seasons).”

Army rally falls short
Cow forward Erin Anthony drives past Navy junior center Cassie Consedine for a basket which helped bring a 14-point 
deficit down to two points with 5:49 left in the second half. That was the closest Army got as the Black Knights fell 
to the Midshipmen 54-48 at Christl Arena Feb. 20. Anthony finished with a game-high 22 points and three blocked 
shots while adding seven rebounds.	                        	              				      Eric S. Bartelt/PV

By Mady Salvani
Athletic Communications

Army defeated host Navy in the “Star” 
match in gymnastics Sunday at Macdonough 
Hall in a triangular meet that included 

William & Mary. 
The Black Knights, claiming two 

individual winners in Plebes Jared Breeden 
and Garrek Hojan-Clark, outpointed the 
Midshipmen 325.25-319.4 while bowing to 
the Tribe, 329.55-325.25.

The Black Knights (2-4), who earlier this 
year defeated Navy in a triangular match at 
Springfield, outscored the Midshipmen in five 
of the six team events taking floor exercise, 
pommel horse, still rings, vault (behind a 
season high 59.55) and parallel bars. 

Hojan-Clark led an Army sweep of the 
top three places on pommel horse with a 13.4, 
with Firstie team captain Ty Smith and Plebe 
Gregory Fearnley sharing runner-up honors 
with 13.25s. 

Breeden turned in a team individual high 
15.3 on vault as he edged Navy’s Andrew 
Faulk for medalist honors by 0.1 point.  
Breeden also finished fourth on still rings 
with a 13.45. 

Yearling Chase Brown equaled his career-
high 14.4 mark on floor exercise, taking 
fourth, while Plebes Kip Webber, Nicholas 
Fettinger and Ikaika Jakub turned in season 
bests on vault, parallel bars and high bar, 
respectively. 

Webber finished fourth on vault with a 
14.95 as the Black Knights placed two in the 
top four. Fettinger’s 13.75 on parallel bars 
shattered his previous mark of 12.7, while 
Jakub’s 12.9 on high bar bettered his former 
score of 12.25.

“We did very well on some of the events 
today and I was very pleased with everyone’s 
performance,” Army coach Doug Van Everen 
said. 

Navy’s Faulk was the lone double winner 
of the meet, capturing still rings (14.15) and 
high bar (13.9), while all three schools had 

two individual winners.
Army’s 325.25 score is its third highest 

of the season while Breeden’s mark of 15.3 
on vault bettered the team individual high of 
15.05 set last year.

The Black Knights return to the road 
at 1 p.m. Saturday when they head to New 
England to take on Springfield College. 

Army was edged by the Pride (333.00-
330.9) when the teams met last month. 

The Black Knights last win over Springfield 
was in 2008.

Plebe Garrek Hojan-Clark claimed individual honors in the pommel horse with a 
13.4 score in a triangular meet versus Navy and William & Mary Sunday.		

Plebe Jared 
Breeden won 
individual 
honors in the 
vault with a 
15.3 score. 
All photos by 
Eric S. Bartelt/PV 
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Feb. 25-March 3
Sports calendar

 Corps
Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. St. 
John’s, 3 p.m., Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center.

Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. 
Manhattan, 6 p.m., Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

Saturday—Women’s Tennis vs. 
Temple, 10 a.m., Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center.

Saturday—Men’s Basketball vs. 
Bucknell, 4 p.m., Christl Arena.

Saturday—Hockey vs. American 
International College, 7:05 p.m.

 	       Club
Saturday—Judo Team, West Point 
Judo Classic, 7 a.m., Arvin Gym.

Saturday—Pistol Team vs. Navy, 
9 a.m., Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center.

Sunday—Pistol Team vs. Navy, 
9 a.m., Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center.

  CLUB RESULTS
• Orienteering Club: The U.S. Military Academy Orienteering 

Club traveled to Umstead Park near Raleigh, N.C., for the U.S. 
Intercollegiate Championships Feb. 20 and successfully defended its 
national title for an eighth consecutive year. 

The team competed in almost perfect orienteering weather, running 
three races over the two days of the competition. 

Cadets raced against orienteering clubs from across the country, 
including competitors representing the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Carnegie Mellon, Harvard, University of Colorado at 
Boulder and University of NorthCarolina-Chapel Hill, among others. 

On the varsity side, the team of Cows Jordan Laughlin and Kevin 
Culberg and Yearlings Keith Andersen, Hannah Burgess and Firstie Nick 
Lewis-Walls took overall top school and club collegiate positions. 

Burgess won the women’s individual competition. Lewis-Walls 
placed second in the men’s individual competition, with Andersen 
placing fourth. 

Burgess, Lewis-Walls, Andersen, Culberg and Laughlin also 
qualified for the United States at the World University Orienteering 
Championships this summer in Borlänge, Sweden. 

In the junior varsity competition, the team of Plebes Andrew Eck  Ian 
Jones, Jeff Huddle and Yearling Ben Schneider took top honors. 

Eck placed first, Jones took second and Schneider raced his way to 
third in the individual competition. 	 

McKague rips two homers as Army defeats Wake Forest 

Track and Field earns 14th Indoor title

Cow third baseman Kevin McKague hit three home runs in the first three games 
of the 2010 season to lead Army to a 2-1 record. 	          	      Eric S. Bartelt/PV	

By Bob Beretta
Athletic Communications

Cow third baseman Kevin McKague went 
3-for-4 with two home runs and three runs 
batted in, then came on to toss a perfect ninth 
inning to earn a save as Army defeated Wake 
Forest, 5-2, Feb. 20 at Gene Hooks Field at 
Wake Forest Baseball Park in Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 

Cow pitcher Ben Koenigsfeld pitched 
into the sixth inning for the Black Knights, 
who closed out their three-game swing to 
North Carolina with a 2-1 record, splitting 
two games against Atlantic Coast Conference 
member Wake Forest and topping preseason 
Atlantic 10 Conference champion Dayton.

Army (2-1) broke through first scoring two 
runs in the top of the second inning against 
Wake Forest starter Brandon Johnson. 

Cow first baseman Joey Henshaw slapped 
a leadoff single to left and McKague followed 
with a two-run homer to center field. McKague 
accounted for the Black Knights’ third run as 
well, ripping his second round-tripper of the 
game and third in two days. 

His opposite-field, solo blast to right 
field in the top of the fourth inning provided 
Army with a 3-0 advantage. Koenigsfeld 
then doubled to right-center field and scored 
on a single by Yearling catcher J.T. Watkins, 

increasing the Black Knights' cushion to 
4-0.

Wake Forest (2-1) responded with two runs 
in its share of the frame as Mac Williamson 
and Austin Stadler launched back-to-back 
home runs with two outs in the bottom of the 
fourth. But the Demon Deacons would not 
score again as Firstie pitcher Steve Cummings 
relieved Koenigsfeld with one out in the sixth 
inning and proceeded to shut down the hosts 
on one hit over his 2 2/3 inning stint.

Army added an insurance run in the top 
of the ninth as Koenigsfeld drew a one-out 
walk and moved to third on a throwing error 
on a failed pickoff attempt. After Watkins 
was hit by a pitch, Yearling right-fielder 
Cody Murtle singled to right center to drive 
in Koenigsfeld.

Murtle went 2-for-4 for the Black Knights, 
while Watkins registered an RBI.

“This was a very valuable weekend 
for us,” Army head coach Joe Sottolano 
explained. “We saw three different types of 
games. In one, we played at a very high level 
in all aspects (Army’s win over Dayton); in 
another, we didn't play well at all (yesterday’s 
loss to Wake Forest); in the third, we did 
not play our best but we still found a way 
to win.

“We learned a lot of things that we need to 
work on. It showed us how good we can be, 

but also what can happen when we don’t play 
very well,” he added. “We're looking forward 

to getting back in the gym and sharing some 
sweat together as we continue to improve.”

By Dallas Miller
Athletic Communications

Cow Alfred McDaniel set a 
new Patriot League Championship 
record in the 60-meter dash, and 
Troy Engle was named Indoor 
Patriot League Coach of the Year 
for the second straight time, as 
the Army men’s track and field 
team overcame a 10-point deficit 
on the final day to win its 14th 
title at the Patriot League Indoor 
Championships  Sunday at West 
Point’s Gillis Field House.

After trailing Bucknell, who 
finished as the runner-up with 
159 points, by 10 points heading 
into Sunday, Army (165) surged 
back to claim its 14th indoor title 
highlighted by a gutsy all-around 
effort from the Black Knights. 

Navy (115) collected third 
place, followed by Lafayette (76), 

American (42), Lehigh (41), Colgate 
(20) and American (2).

“We’ve asked our athletes day 
in and day out to stay focused on 
the prize,” two-time Patriot League 
Coach of the Year Troy Engle said. 
“Our athletes really stepped up and 
achieved marks that they could have 
only achieved through hard work 
and commitment to excellence.”

McDaniel set a new Patriot 
League Championship record and 
earned First Team All-League 
honors in the 60-meter dash with a 
personal-record time of 6.85, one-
hundredth of a second better than 
Lehigh’s George Evans' mark of 
6.86 set in 2004. 

He also finished fourth in the 
long jump with a distance of 7.05 
meters. 

Cow Domonick Sylve added 
medalist honors in the 60-meter  
hurdles (7.87) and finished sixth in 
the 60-meter dash in 7.16 seconds to 
aid the Black Knights' Sunday run.

Army successfully defended 
its 4x800-meter crown, as Firstie 
Andrew Tingan, Cow Thomas 
Meyer, Firstie Andrew Ferrara and 
Cow Torre Santiago combined to 
run 7:33.56 and earn 10 points in 
the team standings. 

Army finished the race more 
than three seconds ahead of second-
place Colgate, and .21 faster than 
last year’s championship time. 
Ferrara added a first-place finish 
in the 800 meters (1:52.96) to 
successfully defend last year’s title, 
while Meyer was third to cap a 1-3 
Army standing in that event.

Tingan also defended the Black 
Knights’ 500 meters crown, winning 
in a time of 1:04.78.

Santiago placed third in the 

1,000 meters, won the men’s mile 
in 4:08.88 and was a member of the 
Black Knights’ champion 4x800-
meter relay team.

Yearlings Thomas Wagner and 
Michael Hutchins notched a 1-2 
Army sweep in the high jump, as 
each cleared 2.09 meters to gain 18 
combined points. 

The duo knocked off defending-
champion Drew Fitzgerald of 
Bucknell, who finished third.

Arch-rival Navy took two of 
the top three spots in the weight 
throw, with Army Firstie captain 
Adam Schwartz picking up second 
place with a season-best mark of 
17.36-meter throw. 

Navy senior Mark Van Orden 
and sophomore Christopher Ricks 
threw 18.31 meters and 17.16 
meters, respectively.

Hutchins, Yearling Taylor Kensy 
and Cow Chris Michels picked up a 
2-3-4 finish that helped Army surge 
ahead into first place on the final day 
of competition.

Yearlings Frederick Beebe and 
Thomas Wagner earned second 
and third, respectively, in the triple 
jump with marks of 14.82 meters 
and 14.65 meters, behind two-time 
defending-champion Kyle Anthony 
of Bucknell (15.10 meters).

In the heptathlon, Cow David 
Linder earned fourth place overall 
with 4,503 points after claiming first 
place in the 60-meter dash (7.93) 
and shot put (11.92 meters) events 
Feb. 19.

Hutchins and McDaniel tied 
for fourth in the long jump, as each 
soared 7.05 meters. McDaniel, who 
posted a 7.35-meter jump that netted 
first place in 2009, was unseated by 
Lafayette senior Kyle Clayton.

N igh t t ime  Un i t 
Intramural Volleyball 

sign-ups

D / F M W R  i s 
sponsoring the 2010 
Nighttime Unit Intramural 
Volleyball League.

Games will be played 
at Arvin Gym, second 
floor courts. Game times 
will be 6:30 and 8 p.m. 
and be played Mondays 
and Thursdays.

To sign up or for 
more information, call 
Jim McGuinness at 938-
3066. 

Deadline for team 
entries is March 4.




