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The new cadets of the Class of 2016 will be tested on all the training they have received throughout two details of Cadet Basic Training during the Steele
Challenge, which will be conducted in and around Camp Buckner today and Friday. See Page 7 for more about the Steele Challenge and Cadet Basic Training.
The CBT cadre validated the course, from start to finish, on Tuesday using a squad of platoon sergeants, platoon leaders and CBT cadre.

New cadets from Company E, 3rd and 4th squads,
qualified on the M203 grenade launcher Aug. 3
and received familiarization training on the M249
squad automatic weapon (above).
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DPTMS alerts motorists on potential March Back delays

By Luke Pagan
Directorate of Plans, Training,
Mobilization and Security

The Cadet Basic Training Regiment will
conduct its annual March Back from Camp
Buckner to West Point Monday.

West Point personnel may experience
traffic delays at the Round Pond entrance to
the 9W intersection from 4:30-10 a.m.

At 11:45 a.m., the new cadets depart
from the Victor Constant Ski Slope for the
final portion of the March Back. During
their entrance into Washington Gate, anyone
traveling on Route 218 will experience delays,
since traffic will be stopped from the Ski

Slope Parking Lot to Washington Gate. In
addition, once the regiment enters West Point,
the Military Police will prevent vehicles from
entering Washington Road until the cadets turn
onto Jefferson Road at the 101 intersection at
approximately 12:30 p.m.

Personnel entering or exiting the
installation on the routes and during the
times noted above should use alternate routes
to prevent experiencing any delays.

Anyone expecting deliveries affected
by the routes and times noted should make
arrangements to adjust the delivery times as
appropriate.

For more information, contact DPTMS at
938-8859/6909.

Motorists should be aware of delays at Washington Gate and along Washington

Road during the March Back Monday.

Tommy GiLLican/USMA PAO
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Encountering West Point's transmnt guests

By Christopher Pray
Directorate of Public Works Wildlife Biologist

It was a typical day of cadet training. Tucked away in a remote
woodland area on post, the Cadet Basic Training company was
concentrating on tactical combat casualty care training.

The only distraction came from a bear sighting nearby, and before
the cadet cadre could radio in the report, it was already gone and they
returned to the business of training new cadets.

Inconsequential, maybe, but it serves as a reminder that bears are
a perennial problem around West Point, especially in spring/early
summer when young bears are sent off into the world to establish
their territories.
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Thls photo was taken last summer near a summer training site. Bear S|ght|ngs

are common in and around West Point this time of year.

PHotos BY Tommy GiLican/USMA PAO

The single most important item in preventing human/bear conflict
is the control of food sources. Bears have no interest in humans other
than the food they leave around.

Removing food sources prevents habituation and makes all other
management efforts more effective as the rewards of being near
humans becomes negligible. This requires a community response.

Garbage Control

Household garbage should be stored in such a manner that it is
not easy to access, such as inside the garage.

* Hinged garbage bins can be secured with rope or ratcheting tie-
down straps wrapped top to bottom. It also helps if trash is treated
with ammonia to make it unpalatable. Pour half a cup of ammonia
in the bag prior to sealing it;

* Put trash out the morning of pick-up
rather than the night before;

* Dumpsters need to be kept closed and
latched. Where possible, compactors should
be used. Off post, bear-proof dumpsters are in
place, but are only useful if closed and latched;

* The residue in a soda can in a recycle bin
is lovely stuff to a bear’s nose. Make sure all
recyclables are thoroughly washed if stored
outdoors.

Do not allow a large amount of cans and
bottles to accumulate.

Other Food Sources

* Never, ever feed bears. This habituates
them to people and links humans with food
in their minds—an extremely dangerous
association;

* Pet food will be readily consumed by
bears. If pets are fed outdoors, bring any
unused food inside nightly;

* Bird seed is a favorite bear food. Birds
do not require supplemental food in spring and
summier, and all feeders should be emptied and
all fallen seed raked up;

» Keep barbeque grills clean by burning
off residual meats and grease after cooking;

If you see a bear, the best thing is to remain
calm. Bears are generally cautious and do not
trust people.

Usually, they will flee on their own. Bear
attacks are extremely rare, but can happen.

Bears have no interest in contact
with humans, only their food sources.
Practice secure garbage control and
other measures to keeep these transient
guest at bay.

During encounters it is best to

* Not approach the bear to get a better
look. Give it plenty of space;

» Make noise. Shouts, hand clapping and
whistles alerts the bear to your presence and
will usually be all you need to scare the bear
away;

* Make yourself look big. Raise your
arms. Stand together in a group. Always face
the bear, but do not stare at its eyes. This
frightens the bear and can be interpreted as
a challenge;

* Back away slowly. Do not run. Sudden
movement can provoke attack. Get to a car,
house, shed or similiar shelter. Get something
between you and it;

 If a bear is spotted on post, call the
Military Police Desk at 938-3333;

* If possible, watch the bear from a safe
place so that it can be located later.

Questions about bears or other West Point
wildlife can be directed to the Directorate of
Public Works, Natural Resources Branch, at
938-7122.
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West Point Back-to-School information

West Point Schools “Back to School”
SY 2012-13

School Bus Information

Bus Route Schedules—There are separate buses run for
the West Point Elementary and Middle Schools. Review the
enclosed bus route schedules. All listed times are estimated.
Students need to be at their designated bus stop five minutes
prior to the time stated on the route schedule.

Buses will only stop at designated bus stops. Bus routes are
designed by ‘street’ address (not housing area) and students
can only ride their assigned bus. Bus route numbers will be
posted in the bus window.

Pre-K Bus Transportation Pilot Program—Traffic flow,
parking issues and construction have presented challenges for
West Point Schools and its families.

As a result, we decided to pilot a program to transport
Pre-K students “One Way” with the students in grades K-4
on our existing bus routes. We believe that this pilot program
is a positive and proactive approach to this situation.

One Way—Morning buses will pick up Pre-K students
with K-4 students at designated bus stops and PM students
will ride home on buses with K-4 students and get off at their
designated bus stops.

AM Pre-K parents will be required to pick up their children
at the end of the AM Pre-K session. PM Pre-K parents will
be required to bring their children to school for the start of
the PM session.

Parents must be at the bus stop when children are getting
on/off the bus. If a parent is not at the bus stop when the
students are taken home, the student will be returned to the
school. Students will be assigned a bus route based on quarters
address. Pre-K students will ride on a “space available” basis.
We will closely monitor bus ridership and realign as needed
to accommodate our students.

Safety of our students is our main concern in making the
decision to implement this program. We assure you that the
transportation officer will work closely with the bus company
and the bus drivers to seat all Pre-K students in the front seats
of the bus.

We greatly appreciate your cooperation and understanding
as we implement this new transportation arrangement.

Child Care

If your child needs special bus arrangements for child care
purposes, be sure to submit your request in writing through
your child’s teacher to Eileen Ellingsen, transportation
coordinator, at Eileen. Ellingsen@am.dodea.edu.

Note: Students are not allowed to ride buses for play dates,
Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc.

Before and After School Program

If your child needs transportation for the Before and After
School Program, transportation is available through the School
Age Center. The point of contact is Tara Balfe at 938-4458.

Full-time enrollment in the program or hourly reservation
is required. A permission slip must be on file with both SAC
and WPS to allow for the school to put your children on the
bus after school.

Be sure to complete the necessary permission slip with
SAC and keep the school informed of any changes.

O’Neill High School

Buses are coordinated directly through the O’Neill High
School Transportation Officer at 446-4738, ext. 225. Bus
schedules will be published in the Aug. 31 Pointer View.

School Parking

Parking for parents and visitors is permitted only in the
lower parking lot to the right as you enter Barry Road. Signs
clearly indicate this area. Handicapped parking is clearly

marked and is located in the bus loop area. Only those vehicles
with legal handicapped parking permits are allowed in this
area. The “15-minute” parking spaces are to be used to
deliver/pick up something/someone at school. Do not park in
the band housing area—use the lower parking lot as mentioned
above. In the interest of the safety of the children, abide by
these parking regulations.

Kiss & Drop Area

Drop your children off at the designated area. It is
imperative that all parents use this area to drop-off or pick-up
their children.

The administrative parking area is not a drop-off or pick
up area. This area is closed to all traffic during arrival and
dismissal times for both schools. The USMA School Resource
Officer will be notified when community members disregard
the clearly posted Kiss and Drop procedure.

Parental Visits

The school staff welcomes parents to visit their children’s
classrooms. Parents are encouraged to participate in parent-
faculty activities, to observe school assemblies, to eat lunch
with their children, to participate in conferences with school
personnel and to volunteer as a reader, tutor or in any capacity
indicated by the teacher.

In accordance with DoDEA Regulation 4700.2, DoDEA
Internal Physical Security, West Point Schools ensures the
safety of all children. Therefore, it is imperative that all
visitors sign in at the school office and obtain a visitor’s badge,
which must be worn at all times. Parents’ visits to classrooms
are limited to the classes in which their children are enrolled.
When parents are observing in the classroom, siblings may
not accompany them.

Parents visiting classrooms are asked not to engage
the teacher in conversation, as this takes away from the
instructional process. If you wish to confer with the teacher,
call the school and schedule an appointment.

Meeting Special Education Needs

The NYVAPR District provides special education
and related services to meet the needs of students with
developmental delays and disabilities. All students receiving
special education and related services at NYVAPR District
at West Point Schools have met the guidelines for the
Department of Defense Education Activity special education
eligibility criteria.

Special education students in Pre-K to Grade 8 receive
instruction in the least restrictive environment in resource

See BACK-TO-SCHOOL, Page 4

ELEMENTARY ScHooL Bus ScHEDULE

Bus routes are assigned by ‘STREET.” Be sure children ride the
correct bus assigned to their ‘STREET.

Buses will follow routes as indicated below and the times listed
are estimated. Be sure to have children at the bus stop at the time
specified until a more firm time develops.

Once a firm time has been set, students must be at bus stops five
minutes prior. Buses will stop only at the points indicated. Students
will arrive at school between 8:25-8:30 a.m.

ROUTE 1: SPECIAL PICK-UPS

Parents will be contacted by the WPS transportation officer with
pick-up times.

ROUTE 2:

(0813) Bus Stop #1 on Meigs Rd. - Stop Sign at Qtrs. 3400
(0815) Bus Stop #2 on Meigs Rd. - Between Qtrs. 3232 & 3234
(08186) Bus Stop #3 on Meigs Rd. - Stop Sign at Top

(0817) Webb Rd. - Grassy area between Qtrs. 3606 and 3608
ROUTE 3:

(0807) Wyllys Rd. - Mailbox at Qtrs. 3504

(0808) Wyllys Rd. - Grassy Area between Qtrs. 3530 and 3532
(0813) Partridge and Schofield (Lusk Area)

MiboLe ScHooL Bus ScHEDULE

Once a firm time has been set, students must be at bus stops
five minutes prior.

Buses will stop only at the points indicated. Students will arrive
at school between 7:30-7:35 a.m.
ROUTE 1: SPECIAL PICK-UPS
Parents will be contacted by the WPS transportation officer with
pick-up times.
ROUTE 2:
(0718) Meigs Rd. - Stop Sign at Qtrs. 3400
(0719) Meigs Rd. - Between Qtrs. 3232 & 3234
(0720) Meigs Rd. - Stop Sign at Top
(0721) East Continental - Red Fire Hydrant between Qtrs. 3354
and 3356
(0723) East Continental and Webb Rd. Corner (Qtrs. 3340)
(0724) East Continental - Mailbox between Qtrs. 3326 and 3328
(0725) East Contintental Corner (15 MPH Speed Limit Sign)

(0814) Partridge and Stewart (Lusk Area)

(0817) Smith PI. and Wilson Rd. (Svc. Rd. at Qtrs. 42A Wilson Rd.)
(0818) Wilson Rd./Kinsley Hill Corner

(0819) Rear of Qtrs. 25A Thayer Rd. (Svc. Rd.)

(0820) Qtrs. 5 Thayer Rd.

(0823) Qtrs. 109 Washington Rd.

(0824) Qtrs. 118 A and B Washington Rd.

ROUTE 4:

(0815) East Continental Corner (15MPH Speed Limit Sign)
(0816) East Continental - Mailbox between Qtrs. 3326 and 3328
(0816) East Continental and Webb Corner at Qtrs. 3340

(0817) East Continental - Red Fire Hydrant between Qtrs. 3354
and 3356

(0819) Patterson Loop Bus Shelter (Rear)

(0820) Patterson Loop Bus Shelter (Front)

ROUTE 5:

(0813) Heath Loop Bus Shelter (Rear)

(0815) Heath Loop Bus Shelter (Front)

(0817) Radiere Loop Bus Shelter (Rear)

(0819) Radiere Loop Bus Shelter (Front)

ROUTE 3:

(0717) Partridge and Schofield (Lusk Area)

(0719) Partridge and Stewart (Lusk Area)

(0723) Smith PI. and Wilson Rd. (Svc. Rd at Qtrs. 42A Wilson Rd.)
(0724) Wilson Rd./Kingsley Hill Corner

(0725) Rear of Qtrs. 25A Thayer Rd. (Svc. Rd.)

(0726) Qtrs. 5 Thayer Rd.

(0728) Qtrs. 101 Jefferson Rd.

(0729) Qtrs. 109D Washington Rd.

(0730) Qtrs. 118 A and B Washington Rd.

ROUTE 4:

(0718) Wyllys Rd. - Grassy area between Qtrs. 3530 and 3532
(0719) Wyllys Rd. - Mailbox at Qtrs. 3504

(0722) Heath Loop (Rear Bus Shelter)

(0723) Heath Loop (Front Bus Shelter)

(0724) Radiere Loop Entrance (Bus Shelter)

(0724) Patterson Loop Entrance (Bus Shelter)
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More Back-to-School information, cont’d from page 3

settings and collaborative settings in general
education classrooms.

NYVAPR District at West Point offers
a full continuum of services to all special
education students. The resource classroom
focuses primarily upon developing basic
academic skills in a setting with few students.
The inclusion model uses a general education
classroom with both a general education and
special education teacher combining to teach
content as a team. For students requiring a
more restrictive setting, special arrangements
are made with off-post educational programs.

For further information regarding these
and other special education services at the
West Point Schools, contact Nadine Sapiente,
WPES principal, at 938-2313/3827/2997,
David Rudy, WPMS principal, at 938-2938;
or Rhonda LaVenuta, coordinator of Special
Education Services, at 703-630-7026.

School Closing Information

On days when the West Point Schools are
closed due to inclement weather, the news
media will make appropriate announcements.

The decision to close the West Point
Schools is made by WPS administration, in
consultation with USMA, and is independent
of other school districts, e.g., Highland Falls.

School authorities in the surrounding
communities may or may not close their
schools. On days when weather is inclement,
parents are urged to ensure that school will be
in session prior to dropping their children off
at school. Do not call the school on these days.

The One Call Now automated phone
messaging system is used by West Point
Elementary and Middle Schools for school
delay and school closing situations.

Be sure your children’s schools have
accurate contact information so you will
receive these notifications from One Call
Now.

Check the additional sources on inclement
weather days:

* Television Channel: Post Command
Channel 23;

* Special Telephone Number: 938-7000;

* Radio Stations:

WGNY - 1220 AM

WHUD - 100.7 FM

WSPK —104.7 FM

General Information

Phone Numbers:

® Elementary School Office—938-2313/
3827/2997,

* Middle
Office—938-2923/938-8299;

®* Logistics Management Spec./
Transportation—938-3506;

® Assessor’s Office/Pupil Personnel
Office—938-4919.

School Board Meetings

The first School Board Meeting will take
place at 4:30 p.m. Sept. 5.

The remaining meetings have been
scheduled for the first Wednesday of the
month.

If you are interested in receiving a copy of
the school board agenda prior to the meetings,
send your email address to Eileen. Ellingsen(@,
am.dodea.edu.

Useful Websites

* DoDEA website—http://www.dodea.
edu;

* DDESS website—http://www.
am.dodea.edu;

* West Point Elementary School—http://
www.am.dodea.edu/NY_VA/westpoint/
elementary;

* West Point Middle School—http://
www.am.dodea.edu/NY_VA/westpoint/
middle;

®* NYVAPR District—http://www.
am.dodea.edu/ny_va.

School

By West Point Schools

FREE ELIGIBLITY SCALE
Free Lunch
Household
Size Year Month  Week
1 $14,521  $1,211  $280
2 $19,669 $1,640 $379
3 $24,817  $2,069  $478
4 $29,965 $2,498  $577
5 $35,113  $2,927 $676
6 $40,261  $3,356 $775
7 $45,409  $3,785 $874
8 $50,557  $4,214 $973

For each additional family member ADD
+$5,148 +8429 +899

West Point Schools announced today a free and reduced price meal policy for all
area school children. Local school officials have adopted the following family eligibility
criteria to assist them in determining eligibility:

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS
(2012-13 School Year)

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBLITY SCALE

Reduced Price Lunch
Household
Size Year Month Week
1 $20,665 $1,723 $398
2 $27,991 $2,333 $539
3 $35,317 $2,944 $680
4 $42,643 $3,554 $821
5 $49,969 $4,165 $961
6 $57,295 $4,775  $1,102
7 $64.,621 $5,386  $1,243
8 $71,947 $5,996  $1,384
For each additional family member ADD
+$7,326 +%$611  +$141

Welcome back letter from DDESS Superintendent

DoDEA - NEW YORK, VIRGINIA and PUERTO RICO DDESS
District Superintendent’s Office
3308 John Quick Road
Quantico, Virginia 22134-1702

Message from the Superintendent

Welcome to School Year 2012-2013 and the New York, Virginia, and Puerto Rico
DoDEA Schools. We expect this school year will be electrifying for students, parents, and our
staff as we engage in and take actions to ensure that our schools are dynamic, forward thinking
21* century educational institutions. We will meet the individual needs of our students by using
research-based, data-driven instructional practices. Students will be stimulated through
motivating and instructionally appropriate lessons. Communication with all stakeholders will
continue to be a priority. Our already forward thinking schools will use actions and
accountability to reach new levels of excellence. Together we will use two-way communications,
strong partnerships, fidelity to processes, and high standards of accountability to obtain the
highest student achievement.

The district commitment to school improvement is unwavering. Each of our school level
teams is involved in implementing initiatives that will positively impact student achievement.
These initiatives translate into the increased use of school and classroom level data to drive
instructional decision making. This year you will find that each school continues to work
towards achieving their two school-wide goals through unique school action plans. We
encourage you to become familiar with your school’s improvement focus and determine where
you can support these efforts.

Some of the very exciting research-based initiatives that you will see in our schools
include Creative Curriculum for Pre-kindergarten and STEM (science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics) related activities across all grade levels. Starting with this year’s ninth grade
students four credits of high school mathematics will be needed to graduate. Over the next three
years, DoDEA will be phasing in four new high school math courses. The increased mathematics
requirements will help ensure our graduates leave DoDEA schools ready for their career choice
or higher education.

Our parents and teachers are essential to the success of our students. We look forward to
partnering with you to ensure that the research-based, data-driven, school improvement focuses
are working effectively. I want to thank you in advance for your work in our schools and with
our students this year.

Have a tremendous year and remember, through action, we will reach new heights!

Ao M
ichael A. Gould
District Superintendent
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USMA activates HHC, deactivates garrison support unit

By Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Fincham
USMA Public Affairs

Leaders, Soldiers, families and friends gathered in the
Thayer Award Room Aug. 3, to bid farewell to an organization
and to welcome a new one to the nation’s oldest active military
garrison.

During a ceremony, the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, U.S. Army Garrison-West Point was officially
deactivated, followed by the activation and assumption of
command of the HHC, U.S. Military Academy.

The casing of the HHC, USAG-WP guidon symbolized
the completion of the unit’s mission in support of the academy
and garrison. Since the establishment of the Installation
Management Command and the deactivation of the 1st
Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment in 2006, HHC, USAG-WP
has provided invaluable support for the Soldiers and families
of the U.S. Military Academy.

“Throughout its tenure, the unit headquarters here at West
Point has undergone many changes, but ultimately its primary
function has remained the same,” Garrison Commander Col.
Dane D. Rideout said.

The newly activated unit is charged with the responsibility
of providing administrative support, individual Soldier
training, and serving as a focal point for the health, morale
and welfare for the Soldiers and families assigned to the U.S.
Military Academy staff and faculty.

Following the activation of the unit, Capt. Joshua M.
Klatzko assumed command of the company and expressed his
gratitude for the opportunity to lead and thanked the outgoing
leadership for their support.

“I’d like to thank Capt. Marc Vielledent and 1st Sgt.
(Dwayne) Key for their hard work and dedication to HHC.
They have postured the company for success that Sgt. 1st
Class Burich and I take over and the transition has been
nothing short of stellar,” Klatzko said. “I expect this position
to be both challenging and rewarding, and I will give it my
maximum effort and abilities to accomplish the mission at
hand. I’'m absolutely honored to be a part of the greatest
military academy in the world.”

Keep track of Arm Olympians
on Army.mil

WWw.army. mtl/olymplcs/201 2/

Leadership of the headquarters and headquarters companies stand at attention during the ceremony for the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison-West Point deactivation, and the activation
and assumption of command of the HHC, U.S. Military Academy, in the Thayer Award Room Aug. 3.

SGT. 1sT CLAss CHRisToPHER FincHAM/USMA PAO
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First Lt. Todd Lambka, Class of 2010

First Lt. Todd W. Lambka, 25, of Fraser, Mich.,
died of wounds suffered Aug. 1 upon encountering an
enemy improvised explosive device in Paktika province,
Afghanistan.

Lambka, a West Point Class of 2010 graduate, was
assigned to the Ist Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment,
4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division,
Fort Riley, Kan.

According to the memorial posting on www. west-point.
org, Lambka’s mother passed away while he attended
West Point, which was very difficult on him. He was later
awarded the Robert Foley Scholarship of Honor, awarded
to a cadet that excelled despite personal hardships.
Lambka was serving in Afghanistan with his twin brother,
Jordan, who was in a different part of Afghanistan. Jordan
accompanied the body in a flight Aug. 2 to Dover Air
Force Base, Del.

Also killed in the same attack was Pfc. Jesus J. Lopez,
22, of San Bernardino, Calif.

News and Features
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West Point personnel use a rock formation as a safe haven while readying to deploy a “Go Rescue,” an
advanced skill taught during the New York State Water Rescue Operations and Swift Water Rescue Technician

Level. Twenty members of the Fire and Emergency Services completed the training Aug. 3. WEest Pont FES PHoto

West Point FES personnel complete

intensive swift water training course

Story and photo by West Point Directorate
of Fire and Emergency Services

Twenty personnel from the West Point Fire and Emergency
Services Directorate completed the New York State Water
Rescue Operations and Swift Water Rescue Technician Level,
a 32-hour intensive course conducted July 31-Aug. 3.

The course was taught by WPFESD Fire Chief Chris A.
Reed, a certified NYS instructor. The course is divided into
three segments of classroom, pool and river sessions with the
first two conducted at West Point.

The latter session was conducted on the Delaware River,
both north and south of the Mongaup River, near the Orange
and Sullivan County border. This area was used to provide
challenging and realistic conditions and was supervised by the
National Park Service, who issued a permit for the training.

Though the river is a great attraction to canoers, kayakers
and tubers, it also presents many challenging rescue situations
for emergency responders.

The swift water program is a segment of the technical
rescue services which is compliant with the National Fire
Protection Association that sets professional standards for
the Fire/Rescue Services. The state course provides an
introduction to surface water rescue, hazard assessment,
risk management, rescuer safety, water search techniques,
self- rescue, water rescue equipment and shore-based rescues.

The course builds on these basic skills to provide advanced
instruction in swift water skills to include swift water self-
rescue, go rescues, boat based rescue and rope systems. It
required students to spend a significant amount of time in
the water to master the required skills and pass both the
written exam and job performance requirements. Each student
successfully completed 32 of these requirements to complete
the class.

The West Point Fire and Emergency Services is also
trained to Ice Rescue Technician Level and annually
completes refresher training. National standards require that
personnel participating in ice rescue also be certified as swift
water technicians.

Now West Point will be able to provide ice rescue services
for the Hudson River as well as all of the other lakes and
bodies of water on West Point.

Currently, the department is a partner with the City of
Newburgh Fire Department to supplement the Orange County
Technical Rope Rescue Team. Completion of each specialty
enhances the WPFESD’s ability to protect the residents and
visitors of West Point.

Recently, the West Point Fire and Emergency Services
Directorate won the Department of Defense Heroism Award
for a cold weather mountain rescue. Just a few weeks after
that incident, they were involved in another cold weather
mountain rescue of two cadets.
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steele challenge awalts IIBW cadets today, Friday
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Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

A squad of platoon sergeants, platoon leaders
and Cadet Basic Training cadre conducted an early-
morning validation of the Steele Challenge Tuesday
in preparation for the final skills test awaiting the
Class of 2016.

Task Force Steele has planned and developed the
challenge in and around a 3.5-mile Camp Buckner
course, with four companies running through it today
and another four Friday.

The challenge encompasses all the training new
cadets have acquired during their six weeks of CBT
and is designed to assess them on their basic military
skills and their physical and mental strength.

“We’ve made it physically taxing on them so they
can see how strong they’ve become. They’ve been
pushed hard this entire detail and have performed
well,” Class of 2013 Cadet Sara Roger, the CBT2
operations officer, said. “This will really be the
crucible event to see how they’ve transformed into
Soldiers over the past six weeks.”

Roger said the challenge is designed to promote
esprit de corps through squad level tasks requiring
new cadets to work together.

“It’s definitely a team-building event,” Roger
said. “At times during CBT, they’ve encountered
situations where the squad leader is taken out of the
scenario. We want to challenge them to successfully
communicate with each other and complete the site
if that happens.”

Each training site was tasked to a different

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

When Class of 2013 Cadet Thomas Ott assumed
command of the Cadet Basic Training Regiment July 22
and a new cadet cadre took charge of the Class of 2016, he
said with it came the responsibility of seeing new cadets
through a intense list of Soldier skills training.

Some staples of CBT2 include Fire Team Live Fire drills,
rappeling, land navigation (with additional simulations
and GPS monitoring) and ruck marches; but an additional
weapons qualification on the M203 grenade launcher and
live hand grenade training was incorporated into the second
iteration of summer training.

“Our focus on this second detail of CBT is on basic
military skills, and as far back as May we were discussing
exactly how this training would be executed,” Ott said.
“West Point is a 47-month experience and we realize new
cadets will learn even more in the coming summers at Camp
Buckner. So what will define our success is that when these
new cadets are received by their academic year companies
they are competent and confident in their basic fundamental
skills to be successful in the Army.”

Examples of Success

Before entering the Fire Team Live Fire site, squads
trained for several days with dry run rehearsals, while
honing details such as magazine changes and malfunction
procedures.

“We also practiced engagement drills over and over,”

company and cadet committees had to plan
and coordinate the logistics on their individual
site design.

“We sat down as a team and developed a
vision of what this challenge was all about and
how we could best inspire new cadets about
what being a leader is all about,” Roger said.

The challenge will also honor the character
and dedication of the late 1st Lt. Timothy
Steele, a Class of 2009 graduate who died

— CBT TRAINING —|itcflickr
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New cadets W|II be expected to apply all of their training from the past six
weeks of Cadet Basic Training during the Steele Challenge today and Friday.

while serving in Afghanistan. The
CBT2 motto, heard enthusiastically
repeated by new cadets during training
is “Actions, not words,” and were taken
directly from an expression Steele was

fond of saying.

a cadet,”

“There are instructors here who
remember 1st Lt. Steele when he was
Roger said. “It was really
awesome for them to share what his
personality was like, and to read his
essays and the quotes he had. We

wanted to inspire the new cadets and hope
they will emulate the type of leader he was.’

A memorial at the final site of the Steele
Challenge will reinforce this when each
squad honors the fallen graduate.

“The new cadets will be reminded that
not so long ago, Ist Lt. Steele was right
where they are (now),” Roger said. “He
went through CBT, he had his share of hard
times t00.”

Steele died in August 2011 of wounds
suffered when insurgents attacked his unit
using an improvised explosive device. He
was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 87th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum,
N.Y.

“I hope when the new cadets cross the
finish line at the Steele Challenge they find
it was all worth it—that every single bit
of effort they put forth was in honor of 1st
Lt. Steele and their future careers as Army
officers,” Roger said.

Like the first detail’s McGinnis
Challenge, all 128 squads are expected to
complete the challenge within an estimated
time limit. An award ceremony is scheduled
Saturday to recognize the top performances.
Members of the Steele family have been
invited to attend the ceremony.

Prior to the evening talent show on
Sunday, another awards ceremony will be
conducted to recognize the best from this
second detail, to include Best New Cadet,
Best Company and Best Squad Leader.

www.flickr.westpoint_pao

Class of 2014 Cadet Jordan Bowen said.

That involved holding their M4s at the low ready and
moving to acquire the target while flipping the switch to
semi and engaging.

“It’s good engagement practice because if you’re
switching from safe to semi when you’re down, and then
bring your rifle up, you could accidently squeeze the trigger
and engage an area you don’t want to,” Bowen said. “So we
practiced that constantly.”

Bowen is serving as the squad leader for Company E,
2nd Platoon, 3rd Squad. Speaking for the two teams he had
just led through the live fire course, he graded them, without
hesitation, an “A.”

“They’ve been following my direction precisely,”
Bowen said. “Most importantly, they stayed on line the
whole time, which was my biggest concern. If you stay on
line, most safety concerns are non-threatening.”

Class of 2014 Cadet William White, a squad leader for
Company D, st Platoon, 4th Squad, said the new cadets
performed exceptionally well during their first day of tactical
combat casualty care, or TC3.

TC3 consists of three phases: care under fire, tactical
field care and combat casualty evacuation care. During
TC3 training, new cadets learn how to treat for massive
hemorrhage, airway obstruction and pneumothorax (sucking
chest wound). New cadets try to get information from the
casualty as they engage enemy targets, to assess whether that
person can be self-treated, determine the extent of injuries
and any details about the enemy’s presence.

A team of new cadets engages in the Fire Team Live
Fire lane during Cadet Basic Training.

During the after action review, a few of the negatives came
from the tactical element of the drill, but that’s OK, he said.

“The point of this lane is the casualty care more so than
the actual tactics,” he told his squad. “We’ll make sure you’re
not completely wrong, but at least you’re making the attempt
to get it right.”
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West Point Military Appreciation Day

West Point Military Appreciation Day
will be held from 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. today
at Lake Frederick.

This fun-filled event is open to all active
duty officers, enlisted Soldiers and their
families. Food will be served from 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m.

Unit teams are forming now for the
sporting events. West Point Military
Appreciation Day will be held rain or shine.

For more information, call 938-4690.

Leisure Travel Services offers trips

Join Leisure Travel Services this summer
for local trips and leave the driving to them.
Here are some upcoming summer events:

* Celebrate Brooklyn 2012 presents Lyle
Lovett (free concert), Saturday. Leave West
Point at 4:30 p.m. and return at 10:30 p.m.

® Tour New York City trip, Sunday. Leave
West Point at 8 a.m. and return at 4:30 p.m.

All trips include transportation only.

For more information, call 938-3601.

USAG Scramble

The U.S. Army Garrison scramble will
have a 1 p.m. shotgun start Aug. 16 at the
West Point Golf Course.

This is a four-person team scramble
tournament, open to all garrison Soldiers
and employees as well as the West Point
community. USAG Soldiers and employees
can have up to three guests on their team.

A minimal fee includes golf cart, prizes
and afternoon barbecue. Greens fees are not
included. Day of tournament check in is from
11:30-12:45 p.m.

Call the Pro Shop at 938-2435 to register
your team.

Arts and Crafts August Classes
Take a scrapbooking class with Inang
from 5-8 p.m. Aug. 16 for a nominal fee.
Try a sewing class with Jana from 5-7
p-m. Aug. 21 and 28. The class is two sessions
with a nominal fee.

At Your Leisure

FUUWR Blurbe

For more information, call 938-4812.

Staff and Faculty Flag Football League
The FMWR Sports Office will conduct the
2012 Staff and Faculty Flag Football League.
The league is open to all West Point units
and departments who want to enter a team.
League games will be played weeknights
starting the week of Sept. 10 at Shea Stadium.
Deadline for team entries is Aug. 23.
Contact Jim McGuinness at 938-3066 or
email jim.mcguinness@usma.edu.

CYSS Teen Summer Boat Ride

All teens entering ninth grade this year
at O’Neill High School can join CYSS for a
summer boat ride and meet their classmates
Aug. 30.

Boarding will be at West Point’s South
Dock at 1 p.m. Cruise the Hudson from 1:30-
3:30 p.m. Admission is one (2-liter) bottle of
soda or a bag of chips.

Teens must obtain a CYSS permission slip
and have it signed by a parent or guardian.
Slips are available at the Youth Center, Bldg.
500.

For more information, call 938-2092/0829.

West Point Oktoberfest

Grab your lederhosen and join FMWR
from 4-9 p.m. Sept. 21 and noon-8 p.m.
Sept. 22 at the Victor Constant Ski Slope for
traditional German food, drink and music
with American flair.

There will be live bands, Oktoberfest
Olympics, Mr. and Mrs. Oktoberfest Contest,
Wiener Dog Race and Kinder Korner (Sept.
22 only). The event is open to the public.

For more information, call 938-4690.

Lunchtime for Tots Bowling

Enjoy bowling with the kids every
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the
West Point Bowling Center.

Children get to bowl two games, which
include rental shoes, small fountain soda and
a slice of pizza for a minimal price.

For more information, call 938-2140.

Instructors needed

The FMWR Fitness Center is looking for
Certified Body Pump instructors.

For more information, call 938-6490.

Custom Framing available

A special 40 percent off sale runs through
Aug. 30 on selective custom moulding at the
West Point Arts and Crafts shop.

For more information, call 938-4812.

NEW INFO

Soldier Appreciation Day at WPGC

Attention Soldiers, Monday is your day at
the West Point Golf Course.

Pay a minimal fee and receive green fee,
cart, hot dog, bag of chips and a soda.

Need clubs? No problem, rental clubs are
included.

We want to thank you for all that you do.
Just remember to bring a valid ID.

The course opens at noon. Be sure to call
ahead for a tee time at 938-2435.

Junior Golf Clinic

The three-session Junior Clinic is
scheduled from 9 a.m.-noon Tuesday,
Wednesday and Aug. 17 at the West Point
Golf Course.

Open to all children ages 5-10, this clinic
is designed for beginner, intermediate or
advanced skill levels.

There is a fee for this clinic.

To register a child, call 938-2435.

West Point Golf Course Club
Championship
A two-day individual stroke championship
event at the West Point Golf Course is
scheduled for Aug. 25-26 with an 8 a.m. tee
time start each day.
Fee includes prizes and dinner on Aug. 26.
Registrants must pay green and cart fees.
For more information, call 938-2435.

BOSS Zombie Cruise

Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers
is hosting its annual Hudson River Cruise
Sept. 1. Boarding will begin at 5:30 p.m. at
South Dock.

There will be games and prizes, so dress
in your most terrifying zombie costume.

For more information, call 938-6497.

ACS Hope for the Warriors Above and
Beyond Workshop

Join ACS and ACAP for a three-day Hope
for the Warriors Above and Beyond Workshop
preparing you for the executive workforce
environment.

This workshop is scheduled for 8:30
a.m-4 p.m. Sept. 25-27 at the West Point
Education Center.

Topics will include professional/personal
goal setting with a career coach, resumé
preparation and mock interview session.

For more information, call 938-0628.

Life Works

at Balfour Beatty Communities

®* Tween Bowling—Calling all
tweens ages 9-12 to come out and show
your friends how well you bowl from 2—
3:30 p.m. Monday.

Balfour Beatty Communities will
provide two free games of bowling, shoes
and pizza.

To register, email Jodi Gellman at
Jjgellman@bbcgrp.com by Friday.

®* Back-to-School supplies—
Back-to-School supplies are available
through Wednesday for children of
servicemembers E-6 and below who
are deployed, wounded or on active
duty, thanks to the partnership between
Operation Homefront Tri-State and Dollar
Tree Stores.

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop to fill out a
registration form by Wednesday.




Vehicle Registration hours
The West Point Vehicle Registration hours are 1-4 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, until further notification.

Daughtry concert at Eisenhower Hall

In a special preseason performance, West Point’s
Eisenhower Hall Theatre will present Daughtry at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday.

Tickets are on sale now, online only, at Ikehall.com.

Cadets should order their tickets at the Ike Hall Box Office.

Daughtry has scored four No. 1 Top 40 hits with “It’s Not
Over,” “Home,” “Feels Like Tonight” and “No Surprise,”
earned four Grammy Award nominations (including “Best
Rock Album” for Daughtry) and won four American Music
Awards.

They are hitting the road to support their third album,
“Break the Spell.”

PWOC open house and kickoff event

The Protestant Women of the Chapel will have its open
house from 9-11 a.m. Aug. 22 and 7-8:30 p.m. Aug. 23. Sign
up at the Post Chapel.

PWOC’s kickoff event is 9-11 a.m. Aug. 29 and 7-9 p.m.
Aug. 30.

For more information, email wp.pwoc@gmail.com or like
them on Facebook at West Point PWOC.

Highland Falls Fire Department hosts Carnival

The Highland Falls Fire Department will host its first
carnival Aug. 23-26 at Fickens Field across from Roe Park.

The carnival is open 6-11 p.m. Aug. 23-24 and 4-11 p.m.
Aug. 25. There will be plenty of rides, games and food for
the whole family, with entertainment provided by Shamrock
Shows.

Pay-one-price wristbands will be available each night.

For details, call the Highland Falls Fire Department at
845-821-3997.

At Your Leisure

What'’s i

Women’s Equality Day Observance Luncheon

The Installation Equal Opportunity Office and the William
E. Simon Center for the Professional Military Ethic will
be hosting the 2012 Women’s Equality Day Observance
Luncheon 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 24 at the West Point Club
Grand Ballroom.

The event’s guest speaker is Rear Admiral Sandra L. Stosz,
U.S. Coast Guard Academy’s superintendent.

This year’s theme is celebrating women’s right to vote.

Tickets can be purchased in advance from a unit/
department representative or at the door. It is free for cadets,
but they must sign up online.

Points of contact are Master Sgt. Timothy Morgan, USCC
EOA, at 938-8456 and Master Sgt. Joe Willis, USMA EOA,
at 938-7082.

Class registration ongoing for fall

The Army Education Center is now accepting registrations
for John Jay College - MPA for the fall. The deadline is Aug.
28.

For more information, email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com or
call 845-446-5959.

NEW INFO

Volunteer and get a free T-shirt

Volunteers are needed to help with the 23rd annual West
Point Triathlon.

Volunteers, ages 16 and over, can help with registration,
pass out snacks/water and direct triathletes on Aug.18-19. All
volunteers will receive a free T-shirt for their participaion.

If you are available to help on one or both days, contact
Ginger Levine at gingerlymadel@aol.com.

ACAP Office closure
The West Point ACAP Office will be closed Aug. 21-23.
Direct any questions or concerns to Rachel Coleman,
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NOW SHOWING

Playing in the movie theater at
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752
Friday—Brave, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Madagascar 3: Europe’s
Most Wanted, PG, 7:30 p.m.
THE THEATER SCHEDULE ALSO CAN BE FOUND AT
WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM.

Command Channel 8/23
Aug. 9-16

Army Newswatch
Today, Friday and Monday through Aug. 16
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

ACAP counselor, at 938-0634.

Preparing for retirement?

Representatives from MOAA will be at West Point to
present, “Marketing Your Second Career” and “Financial
Planning for Your Transition” for officers and senior enlisted
personnel preparing for retirement.

The presentations will be held Sept. 5 at the Education
Center.

Seating is limited, so contact any of the following offices
to register:

* ACAP at 938-0634;

* ACS Employment Readiness at 938-5658;

® ACS Financial Readiness at 938-5839.
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ODIA 2 dominates in the softball championship finale

Army and Community Sports

Pointer View
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ODIA 2’s left-center fielder Justin Thiel contributed greatly to the massive offensive display during the
two-game conclusion Aug. 2 to the West Point Summer Softball League season. ODIA 2 defeated Math by
the scores of 23-15 and 22-2, the latter after five innings of play, to secure the championship. To reach
the post championship, ODIA 2 defeated ODIA | in the North Championship two games to one, while
Math took the South Division title by defeating the Engineers two games to none in two close contests.

At Your Leisure, cont’d

2’s right-center fielder Brad Brown watches the ball go a

long distance as he continued around the base path for

an ODIA 2 home run.
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Weekly Sudoku by chris Okasaki, D/EECS
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Keller Corner

Keller closures

All outpatient clinics, laboratory, pharmacy and
radiology will be closed today in observance of Military
Appreciation Day. We apologize for the inconvenience and
look forward to serving you in the future.

TRICARE Prime Enrollment Fee Increase

On Oct. 1, TRICARE Prime enrollment fees will
increase to $269.28 for individuals and $538.56 for families.

Increases are based on cost of living adjustments and
apply to retired servicemembers and their eligible family
members. Survivors and medically retired servicemembers
also pay a Prime enrollment fee. However, their fees remain
frozen at the rate in effect when they were classified as
survivors or medically retired.

For more information, visit www.tricare.mil/costs.

Do you have more questions, call the Keller health
benefits advisors at 938-4838.

West Point Blood Drive

Attention cadets, military personnel and civilians:
support the New York Blood Center at Eisenhower Hall Aug.
27-29. Your one donation can save four lives. To schedule
your appointment, call 938-2583.

DPW
NOTES

Paving— Summer 2012

The contractor completed the Washington Road
phase of the post-wide repaving project. The next phase,
which will be from the Mahan Hall Tunnel down Thayer
Road toward BSF to the Thayer Gate, is scheduled to
begin Monday. DPW anticipates that this section will
take approximately four weeks to complete, weather
permitting.

To assist community members and workers who
normally park along Thayer Road, an extra shuttle bus
will run during this work period.

The extra shuttle will depart Buffalo Soldier Field bus
stop, below the Post Office, at 7:30 a.m. and go to the
Cadet Library corner.

In the afternoon, an additional shuttle run will depart
Cadet Library corner at 4:40 p.m. and drop off at the BSF
bus stop.

The project manager for this work is Joe Mack and he
can be contacted at 938-3025.



