WEST POINT OUTDOORS NEWSLETTER

1 May 2007

Editor's Note:  If anyone who receives this has something that they want

to include, please send it to me and I will be sure to include it with the 

next newsletter.  JAB.

****************************************************************

YOUTH TURKEY HUNT AND 

2007 SPRING TURKEY SEASON

Prospects for the 2007 West Point Spring Turkey Hunting Season are good. 

The season already got off to a good start on April 21-22 - the Youth Spring 

Turkey Hunt dates under New York regulations.  Several youths participated

while being accompanied by their unarmed adult sponsors.  And, in fact,

we had our first young hunter take a bird during a youth hunt date.  Young Daniel

Toombs, grandson of retired Army soldier Richard Toombs, took a 17 lb turkey from

Hunting Area R on Sunday April 21.

The regular spring season opened today (1 May) and we tied our highest 1-day take 

with six birds taken by West Point hunters.  Three of the birds were estimated to

weigh 19 lbs with 9 inch beards and one had spurs that measured 1.25 inches. 

Sadly, there was also the report of one bird being poached by an illegal hunter as well.

Area J2/J3 is open this spring for turkey hunting with bow-and-arrow ONLY.  Shooting

can only occur from 1/2 hour before sunrise until 0900.  Sign-outs sheets are at PMO.

Good turkey hunting can be found almost anywhere on the West Point Military

Reservation with just a little amount of effort.

*****************************************************************

WEST POINT 2007 FISHING SEASONS
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*****************************************************************

REMINDER!!!!!!!!
REPORT ALL FISH KEPT

If you keep fish from West Point waters, you must report them

in accordance with USMA Regulation 215-5.  No exceptions!

You can phone the information in to me at 938-3857.  Include

the date, what water body the fish came out of, how many people

are you reporting for that kept fish, what kind of fish and how many.

The report can also be sent by e-mail (James.beemer@USMA.ARMY.MIL).

Or, you can use the report slips found in any one of the reporting boxes 

located at most West Point waters.  The slips list all West Point waters

so any reporting box may be used, not just one located at the water body

you are fishing at.

If people are not keeping fish, I may be forced to cut back on the trout 

stocking programs in the future as well as reducing season lengths in 

order to ensure that quality fishing can continue to be found at USMA.

******************************************************************

WEST POINT ANGLER DIARY PROGRAM

In addition to reporting all fish that are kept, West Point anglers can also contribute

other important data that assists with the management of the fisheries found in West 

Point's waters.  This is accomplished through the Angler Diary Program.  The attached 

Word document describes what the program is and why it is important.
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Only those West Point anglers that are serious in participating should sign up.

I have had many anglers in the past that signed up but never returned completed

diaries.  Also, participating anglers need to follow the directions exactly for recording

the data in the diary.  Otherwise, the information does me no good.  All diaries submitted

will be returned to the participating anglers once the data has been entered.

Very important: I need willing participants that can fish at least

five days on any one West Point water and record the needed 

info.  The more waters you can fish at least five times, the better.

Call 938-3857 or e-mail me to sign up.
***********************************************************

PRE-SEASON BASS FISHING REMINDER

New York State recently adopted regulations that allow catch-and-release fishing

for largemouth and smallmouth bass outside of the regular open season dates. Those

closed dates are typically 1 December until the third Saturday in June.

In support of this and to give West Point bass anglers additional opportunities,

the following lakes and ponds will be open for catch-and-release bass fishing:

Cragston Lakes, Cranberry Pond, Lake Frederick, Lake Georgina, Mine Lake,

Popolopen Lake, Weyants Pond and Wilkins Pond.  Bull Pond, Round Pond 

and Lusk Reservoir will only be open for catch-and-release bass fishing from 1 April 

until the normal bass season opens on the third Saturday in June.

Stilwell Lake is off-limits for closed season catch-and-release bass fishing

due to the low recruitment rate for young bass.  Fishing for bass while on their

beds in West Point's low fertility lakes that have alewives ("sawbellies") results

in fewer young bass surviving to reach catchable size.

One important note: Catch-and-release means you CANNOT place the bass in

a live well to release later in the day.  The bass must be released immediately

after it is brought to the boat or to shore.

I would like to hear from West Point's bass anglers how they like this new opportunity.

There are also two NY waters within a 1-hour ride of West Point for those

that need or want to fish for bass they can keep before the 3rd Saturday in June (the

opening day of bass season in NY).  They are the Basha Kill and the

Delaware River.  E-mail me if you would like additional

information.

*********************************************************

IMPORTANT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

NY EMERGENCY FISH HEALTH REGULATIONS
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New York State released emergency fish health regulations last October following

the discovery of a VERY SERIOUS fish disease discovered in the New York

Great Lakes' waters - viral hemorrhagic septicemia or VHS.  This viral disease

has killed large numbers of fish of several different species and the emergency regulations

were renewed last month to contain the disease and prevent its spread throughout

New York's fishable waters. See above attachment.

What that means here at West Point is that:

· NO fish can be moved from one West Point body of water to another - alive or dead.  

This affects even my management operations where I shifted extra bass between lakes

in the past - I am not allowed to do that under the new regulation.

· NO baitfish can be released alive in ANY West Point water, even if they were purchased

certified disease-free (state reg).

· If you catch your own baitfish, you can only use them in the water that you captured them from.

· If you use your own boat, the boat, live wells and trailer surfaces must be cleaned and

dried off before launching into another body of water.

While I am not worried that we have the disease here, we cannot risk damaging the excellent

fishing we have here already.

*********************************************************

If you know of anyone that would like to receive these newsletters, have 

them send me their e-mail address and I will add them to the distribution list.

Anyone that has an item to put in the newsletter (photo, for sale, question, etc.)

just send it along and I'll be sure to include it in the next edition.

James Beemer
West Point Natural Resources Manager, DPW
Bldg. 733 
(845) 938-3857
E-mail: james.beemer@usma.edu
_1239547434.unknown

_1239547436.unknown

_1239547433.unknown

