DEER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE PERMITS (DMAPs):
USMA STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

& REQUIREMENTS FOR ISSUANCE AND USAGE
Problems with high deer population numbers in the cantonment areas at West Point have been occurring for at least the past 20 years.  These problems include: deer browsing valuable shrubs, flowers, and vegetable gardens; collisions with motor vehicles; and, concerns about Lyme disease due to increased tick numbers, which may or may not be associated with high deer numbers.

The Hunting Areas on the Main Post (J2, J3, J4, and J5) were established to reduce in size the deer populations found in the cantonment area.  These hunting areas have proved to be very popular with West Point deer hunters.
However, to date the harvest of adult female deer from these areas has not been enough to have more than a minor effect on the level of problems caused by deer on the Main Post.  Therefore, the Natural Resources Branch, DHPW, applied to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and received 40 special tags to help address the problem.  [Note: USMA hunters using the hunting areas on Main Post are still encouraged to also use their Unit 3P Deer Management Permits (“doe permits”).]

The special tags, called “DMAPs”, can be used during the special archery, muzzleloader and regular deer seasons.  They are valid for antlerless deer only, and, at West Point, may only be used in Areas J2, J3, J4, and J5.

The procedure for a USMA hunter to obtain and use a DMAP in 2003 is as follows:

1. A USMA hunter who would like to use a DMAP during the early archery season must report to the Natural Resources Branch office at Bldg. 733.  Office hours are 0800 to 1630, Monday through Friday, excluding Federal holidays.  DMAPs will be issued Monday to Friday only (excluding holidays) starting Tuesday, 14 October after 1200 hours.  Call ahead (938-3857/2314) to verify that someone is available to issue the DMAP.  The USMA hunter must present a valid NY bowhunting license and a West Point “Hunting” or “Combination Hunt/Fish” Permit.  Only the individual that will actually use the DMAP is allowed to pick the DMAP up for the first time.  The permit is only valid to use between legal sunrise and legal sunset.

2. During the archery season, for any DMAPs issued, the permit must be returned/renewed to the Natural Resources Branch office by 1630 hours no later than two weeks after signing it out (exception due date on Veterans Day, Tuesday, Nov. 11th – tags must be returned/renewed on Wednesday, Nov. 12th).  Failure to return the DMAP will result in suspension of USMA hunting privileges for one (1) week.  Another individual can renew or return the tag for the USMA hunter.  All DMAPs issued during the early-bow season must be turned back in to the USMA Wildlife Biologist by 1700 hours, 17 November out at Hunt Control.  All DMAPs are subject to recall at any time by the USMA Wildlife Biologist.  Hunters must comply within 24 hours after recall.
3. During the Regular Big-Game Season (also known as the ‘gun season’), DMAPs will be issued daily at Hunt Control from 0745 to 1700 hrs by Natural Resources Branch personnel ONLY.  All DMAPs issued during the Regular Big-Game Season will be returned at the end of the hunting day.  The hunter MUST be signed out to hunt a J Area in order to be issued a DMAP.  Any DMAP issued after 1530 hours will be valid for the next day.  
4. For the late-bow and muzzleloader season, any DMAP tag signed out must be returned to the USMA Wildlife Biologist no later than 1700 hours, 17 December 2003.
5. All deer taken and tagged with DMAPs will be checked and examined by the USMA Wildlife Biologist.  By law, no USMA hunter may fill more than two DMAPs.

6. A USMA hunter that has signed a DMAP tag out during the gun season and is hunting in any other hunting area besides the Main Post areas will lose USMA hunting privileges for two weeks.

7. Questions: call the USMA Wildlife Biologist at 938-3857.

