Doe or Fawn

Many hunters would like to know how to tell the difference between an adult doe and a fawn before they shoot.  Some hunters prefer to take adult does while others prefer to take fawns.  Whichever you prefer, knowing more about deer can add to your hunting experience.

If you would like to be able to tell the difference between an adult doe and a fawn in the field, here are some tips that may help.  They may not work in every situation, but if you look closely for these characteristics before you shoot, you might find that you are much more likely to bag the kind of deer you want.
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Doe





  Fawn

( usually lead deer in a group



( a male fawn is often by itself

( body longer than tall (rectangle)


( body about as long as tall (square)


( long neck





( short neck


( eyes and nose look small



( eyes and nose look large


( muzzle looks long




( muzzle looks short


( females (does and fawns) often


    travel together in groups
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Try for an adult doe for more effective deer herd management.  

Leave the male fawns (button bucks) alone to become next year’s adult bucks.
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