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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT:  2001 Spring Turkey Season

1.  The 2001 USMA spring turkey season dates ran concurrently with the New York State season dates of 1 May through 31 May. Table 1 summarizes spring turkey hunting data since the USMA program began in 1983.  Table 2 lists the 2001 harvest data. 

TABLE 1.  Data Summary of West Point Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons



Number of
Hunter-Days
Reported
Hunter Success

Year

Hunters

Afield

Kill

Rate %

2001

  112

   513

   29

  17##
2000

  131

   556

   42

  27$
1999

  128

   564

   42

  27@


1998

  122

   498

   48

  30***
1997

  102

   474

   34

  30#
1996

    86

   325

   31

  28@
1995

  102

   371

   28

  22*
1994

    73

   306

   21

  22##
1993

    92

   421

   19

  17#
1992

    61

   304

   17

  18*
1991

*records unavailable*

1990

   37

   155

     9

  22**
1989

   33

   131

     6

  18

1988

   41

   189

   10

  24

1987

   34

   147

    7

  20

1986

   24

   100

    5

  21

1985

   26

   138

    6

  23

1984

   20

     96

    5

  25

1983

   27

   105

    6

  22

*** Eleven hunters were successful in taking two birds

$   Nine hunters were successful in taking two birds

@ Seven hunters were successful in taking two birds

*   Six hunters were successful in taking two birds

## Five hunters were successful in taking two birds

#   Three hunters were successful in taking two birds

** One hunter was successful in taking two birds

2.  The 2001 West Point spring turkey harvest was 29 gobblers.  The average turkey hunter spent four days afield and total usage was 513 hunter-days afield.  The success rate was 17% for a West Point turkey hunter to take one bird.  Weights, spurs, and beards show that one-sixth of the birds were jakes (year-old males).  Hunting Areas H/Z6 and L each produced 5 birds and Area B produced 3 birds.  Sixteen of the forty-one areas open to spring turkey hunting had birds taken in them, indicative of the widespread turkey populations present at West Point.
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3.
Table 3 shows the level of pressure each hunting area received during the season.  Non-hunters (observers and/or callers) are not included.  These figures are influenced by several factors.  Hunters will return and sign out a different area if they get no response at the first area they sign out that morning.  Several areas were closed at times due to training activities or road construction.  In 2001, Area D3 had the most sign-outs (67), followed by Area Z1 (51), Area M (38), Area Z2 (37) and Area H/Z6 (29).  Area D3 was used most often (26 days of usage).  Area usage was down considerably from 2000 (568 area-signouts in 2001 compared to 666 area-signouts last year).

4.
The 2001 West Point spring turkey harvest is an excellent indicator of the health of the wild turkey population on the reservation.  The spring weather allowed hen turkeys to begin nesting early.  West Point should again have excellent hatching of turkey nests and chick survival.  The weather was excellent for turkey hunters throughout the season.  However, the low harvest and decreased number of jakes in the harvest suggests that there was a substantial winterkill during the 2000-01 winter.

5.
Table 4 shows the number of individual hunters, non-hunters and successful hunters each day of the season.







JAMES A. BEEMER







USMA Fish & Wildlife Biologist

TABLE 2.








Successful USMA Spring Turkey Hunters - 2001








Beard

Weight
Spur

Name
Area
Date
Sex
Length (in.)
(lb.)
Length (in.)

Daniel Zupan
E1
1-May-01
M
8

17
0.75

Phil Lewis
U2
2-May-01
M
2

14
0.25


H/Z6
4-May-01
M
9

18
0.75

Tony Mennite
X
2-May-01
M
3

16
0.50


F
9-May-01
M
7

20
0.75

Joshua McCarty
X
2-May-01
M
6

18
0.75

Mark Mennite
B
4-May-01
M
9

19
0.75

Robert Sanders
H/Z6
4-May-01
M
3

13.2
0.25

Carsten F. Hansen
L
5-May-01
M
8

19
1.00

Chris Kubik
I
5-May-01
M
3.25

16
0.38


Q
9-May-01
M
4.5

16
0.50

Scott Petersen
B
6-May-01
M
5.5
1
17
0.63

John S. Gumpf
L
6-May-01
M
4

15
0.50

Robert Gwinner
D3
8-May-01
M
8.75

18
0.75


M
26-May-01
M
8.5

17
0.75

Chris Hartley
N
9-May-01
M
8

20.2
0.75

John Vermeesch
H/Z6
9-May-01
M
4.25

14
0.25

Vince Malone
L
9-May-01
M
8

18
0.75

Bruce Perry
Q
9-May-01
M
4

16
0.50

Justin McKee
B
11-May-01
M
4.5

14
0.50

Jim Holland
P
11-May-01
M
8.75

16
0.75

Jack O’Heir
L
12-May-01
M
5

14
0.75


D3
20-May-01
M
4

13
0.50

Ken Cobb
H/Z6
13-May-01
M
8.5

18
1.00

Charles Hanford
Z1
16-May-01
M
9.25

20
1.00

Jack Crance
H/Z6
19-May-01
M
3

15
0.50

Nick Kardansky
L
20-May-01
M
3

15
0.25

Daniel Heltemes
R
27-May-01
M
10

20
1.25

Craig Whiteside
Z4
28-May-01
M
----

20
1.00

TABLE 3.  Hunting Area Usage, Spring Turkey Season, May, 2001
Area
A1
A2
A3
B
C
CS
D1
D2
D3
D4
D5

Signouts
4
8
2
29
11
22
14
14
67
6
4

Days Used
3
8
1
15
6
10
10
10
26
4
3

Days Closed
4
4
5
0
5
1
0
1
0
1
1














Area
D6
E1
E2
F
G1
H/Z6
I
J1
K
L
M

Signouts
3
7
22
11
7
29
21
1
4
18
38

Days Used
2
5
15
9
7
14
12
1
4
11
22

Days Closed
21
0
0
0
0
4
0
1
7
0
0














Area
N
O
P
Q
R
RP
S
T1
T2
U1


Signouts
9
4
24
15
17
0
2
8
2
4


Days Used
6
2
14
9
12
0
2
8
1
3


Days Closed
0
24
5
4
4
1
24
0
2
6















Area
U2
V/W
X
Y
Z1
Z2
Z3
Z4
Z5



Signouts
5
2
16
15
51
37
4
7
4



Days Used
3
2
9
8
25
24
4
7
4



Days Closed
2
3
0
0
1
2
23
24
20



Table 4.  Individual Hunters, Non-Hunters, and Successful Hunters Per Day.


(Shooting Hours: 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1200 hours)



















Date:                           May-
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Hunters Afield
48
15
20
22
28
34
12
16
22
16
16

Non-Hunters
0
0
0
0
4
2
0
0
0
1
2

Successful Hunters

1
3
0
3
2
2
0
1
6
0
2















Date:                           May-
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21


Hunters Afield
22
26
8
12
13
15
11
18
28
5


Non-Hunters
3
2
1
1
3
0
0
2
3
0


Successful Hunters

1
1
0
0
1
0
0
1
2
0
















Date:                           May-
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31


Hunters Afield
5
5
6
24
21
10
9
3
5
18


Non-Hunters
1
0
0
3
1
4
0
1
0
1


Successful Hunters

0
0
0
0
1
1
1
0
0
0
















*Non-hunters are people calling for other hunters or individuals ineligible to hunt.

