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 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

    UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY

            WEST POINT, NEW YORK 10997

West Point Pistol Team

P.O. Box 176

West Point, NY 10996







13 December 2008

MEMORANDUM FOR: General Distribution
SUBJECT: Pistol Legal Notice
I. FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSES (FFLs).

We cannot ship class pistols directly to individuals. We will only ship guns to a Federal Firearms Licensed (FFL) dealer.  All guns shops and most pawn shops have an FFL and will give you a copy for a nominal fee.   It is the responsibility of the purchaser to find a licensed dealer to receive the class pistol from the West Point Pistol Team. Most local gun shops will provide a copy of their FFL for dealer to dealer transfer.  You will then need to mail a copy of that FFL to the West Point Pistol Team so that we may ship the gun to that FFL dealer, and then you may pick up the gun from them.   The FFL must not expire before 23 May 2009. NOTE: We receive hundreds of FFLs, so it is imperative that the purchaser’s name is on the FFL or an attached note.  We do not need the FFL when we take the initial order, we just need the FFL when the time comes to ship the pistols in April.

II. STATE AND LOCAL LAWS.

States, Counties, and Municipalities have widely differing laws regarding the possession and transportation of firearms. It is your responsibility to research and comply with all applicable laws in your area before purchasing a 2008 Class Pistol (Colt Model 1991).  Knowingly or unknowingly violating firearms laws is a felony in most cases. Make sure that you know and comply with all applicable firearms laws.
III. TRANSPORT OF FIREARMS.

According to the Firearms Owners’ Protection Act of 1986, it is legal to transport a firearm as long as it is legal to possess that firearm in both the location where you started from and the destination of your travel. All firearms must be locked, unloaded, and inaccessible (i.e. in the trunk or out of reach). If you are flying, the pistol must be in a hard container, locked, and unloaded. You must also declare the firearm during airline check-in.

IV. STORAGE BY PISTOL TEAM.

The Pistol Team will provide long-term storage for 2009 Class Pistols on a case-by-case basis only. Circumstances permitting such storage include overseas and temporary duty assignments.

V. STORAGE OF CLASS PISTOL WITH PERSONS OTHER THAN PURCHASER.

If you plan to store your class pistol with a relative or friend while you are at your Officer Basic Course or under other circumstances, you must first ensure that they do everything necessary to legally possess the firearm. Again, check with state and local laws. 

VI. MORE INFORMATION.

Most states and municipalities have websites detailing the appropriate information. In addition, the National Rifle Association provides information on its website on firearms laws and how to determine the requirements in your area.
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