National Conference on Ethics in America (NCEA)

Dates:  19 October – 23 October 2008 

Location:  United States Military Academy at West Point, NY
Background:  The National Conference on Ethics in America (NCEA) promotes awareness of ethical issues in the conduct of scholastic, extra-curricular, and professional endeavors.  Accordingly, the NCEA Conference Theme is:  "Serving our Nation with Integrity."

Method:  The purpose of NCEA will be introduced in the initial plenary address (22 October 2008).  These remarks will support the premise that Competence & Character provide the foundation for trust -- which is essential to all successful activities.  Subsequent plenary remarks will focus on Integrity Through Sport, Integrity in Enterprise and Social Responsibility, culminating in an overview that emphasizes Citizenship & Character.
Following the separate plenary remarks (20-21 October 2008), delegates, under the guidance of their group mentors, will discuss the topics raised by the plenary speakers.  In these sessions, the delegates will explore the issues, seeking a group perspective on decisions and actions that may redress the problems, consistent with ethical practices.  In this way, delegates will explore the process of critical thinking and moral reasoning.  These sessions should contribute to the development of the competence and character of each student.      
The culmination of the conference (22 October 2008) will include panel and small group discussions with a select group of top leaders from the worlds of business, government and education are invited to lead conference participants in examining various ethical scenarios.
General:  The mentor's role is to guide the group, encouraging a respectful exchange of ideas and their rationale.  By challenging the delegates to show how their values influence decisions and actions, the mentor will introduce the group to the decision-making methodology, incorporating values explicitly.     

Ultimately, employment of this process as delegates explore the ethical challenges raised by the speakers provides practice in art of critical thinking and moral reasoning.  This is a major contribution of the NCEA.  As such, the mentor should not be so concerned with a "group solution" to any problem as much as with the method employed to answer the question: "What should we do?"
Conclusion:  For two hundred years, the name West Point has been synonymous with moral and ethical character development.  The Cadet Honor Code and the Academy’s motto, “Duty, Honor, Country,” are the foundation and an integral part of the Academy’s mission to produce leaders of character in service to our nation.   The Class of 1970 National Conference on Ethics in America continues this endeavor.  
