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National Conference on Ethics in America
October 20, 2008
Mentors Meeting Notes

Presentation:
Reawakening the Heart of America through Leadership, Vigilance and Collaboration
“Yes, we did produce a near-perfect republic.

 
But will they keep it?

    Or will they, in the enjoyment of plenty, lose the memory of freedom?

Material abundance without character is the path of destruction.”

Thomas Jefferson

PRESENTATION AGENDA
· Qualifications

· Why Are We Here?

· Foundations of Leadership

· Culture of Gratification

· Crisis of Leadership

· Culture of Violence

· Shattered Communities

· Filling the Void

· Reawakening the Heart of America

· Progress and Priorities

· Ingredients for Transformation

· The Altruism Factor™

· Character: the Heart of the Matter

· Call To Action

· Tribute to American Military

· Conclusion

Suggestions to Facilitate Discussion

· Share some of your thoughts on what the foundation of leadership should be.
· Express some of your insights on the current crisis of leadership in contemporary society.
· Share your opinions on violence in contemporary society including school, campus, workplace, gang and domestic violence concerns.  Is there a correlation with the leadership crisis or are they two independent issues?
· Insights on shattered communities were presented.  What are your thoughts on broken families, the gang culture and how individuals are filling the void?
· What is meant by reawakening the heart of America and how is this achieved?
· Leadership, Vigilance and Collaboration were presented as the ingredients for transformation.  What ingredients do you see as necessary for realigning our moral compass?
· The altruism factor addresses the distinctions between antagonism, apathy and altruism.  How can altruism be cultivated within a family, campus, corporation or the nation?
· Share your own personal thoughts on character with examples of how it has favorably impacted you throughout your life.  Why is character vital to the issues at hand?
· The presentation offered maxims for leaders as a call to action.  Share your own reflections for a call to action.
· What are your thoughts on society’s appreciation for those in service of our nation, especially individuals who have been injured or have made the ultimate sacrifice?
“America’s future leaders must reawaken in the heart of its citizens the vision of liberty built on a foundation of character that was inspired by our founding fathers.” Vincent J. Bove[image: image2.png]















